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Introduction 
This planning statement has been prepared to support a planning application 
for the creation of an equestrian exercise arena at Bramble Cottage, 
Bankhouse Lane, Thurlstone. Sheffield. 
 
Site Context 
The site is one of several fields in the ownership of the applicant, whose land 
totals approximately 6.5 acres.  The proposed location is situated opposite 3 
existing stables (with storage area and covered barn), for the safe housing of 
the applicants horses.  The proposed exercise arena would be situated to the 
south east of the existing stable block.  There is a Listed Building located 2 
fields away from the site, at Bank House.  The field has existing equestrian 
use, with horses being free to move between this and the adjacent field within 
the applicant’s ownership.  The horses both graze and exercise in this field. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background 
The applicant works from home and the purpose of the exercise arena is 
purely for the applicant’s personal use to be able to exercise her horse in a 
safe, level and secure environment in and around her working hours. 
 
Planning Policy Context 
 
National planning policy guidance is provided by the National Planning 
Policy Framework (NPPF).  
 
The site lies within the green belt. Paragraph 89 of the NPPF states – 

A local planning authority should regard the construction of new buildings as 
inappropriate in Green Belt. Exceptions to this are:  

● buildings for agriculture and forestry; 

● provision of appropriate facilities for outdoor sport, outdoor recreation and 
for cemeteries, as long as it preserves the openness of the Green Belt and 
does not conflict with the purposes of including land within it; 

Local planning policy guidance is provided by the Barnsley UDP which 
was adopted in December 2000.  
 
Policy GS8 

WITHIN THE GREEN BELT, THE CONSTRUCTION OF NEW BUILDINGS 
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WILL NOT BE PERMITTED, EXCEPT IN VERY SPECIAL 
CIRCUMSTANCES, UNLESS IT IS FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES : 

. A)  AGRICULTURE OR FORESTRY  

. B)  ESSENTIAL FACILITIES FOR OUTDOOR SPORT OR OUTDOOR 
 RECREATION, FOR CEMETERIES, OR FOR OTHER USES OF LAND 
 WHICH PRESERVE THE OPENNESS OF THE GREEN BELT AND 
 WHICH DO NOT CONFLICT WITH THE PURPOSES OF INCLUDING L
 AND IN IT  

. C)  THE REPLACEMENT OF EXISTING DWELLINGS IN COMPLIANCE 
 WITH POLICY GS8E.    

Policy GS9 

DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE GREEN BELT, OR CONSPICUOUS FROM 
IT, SHOULD NOT BY REASON OF ITS SITING, MATERIALS OR DESIGN 
RESULT IN SIGNIFICANT HARM TO THE VISUAL AMENITY OF THE 
GREEN BELT. 

The proposal should therefore be assessed against the relevant planning 
policies identified above, and any other relevant material considerations. 

 
Development Appraisal 

 
Green belt 
With respect to the principle of development within the Green Belt, it is 
considered that the proposal represents development that is not inappropriate 
in the Green Belt. 
 
For the purpose of paragraph 89 of the NPPF and Policy GS8 of the UDP the 
proposal is for outdoor sport/outdoor recreation, which is appropriate within 
the Green Belt. 
 
The nature of the proposal, without any built form, will preserve the openness 
of the Green Belt and will not result in significant harm to the visual amenity of 
the Green Belt.  

 
Access 
Access to the site is existing, off Bankhouse Lane.  Vehicular movements to 
and from the site will not increase by way of the proposed development. 

 
Design 
The proposal is of typical design for an equestrian exercise arena.  The arena 
will be level, surfaced and have a simple wooden post and rail perimeter 
fence. 
 
Significance of and impact on the Heritage Asset 
Although Bramble Cottage is not a Listed Building it is considered to be a 
curtilage building to the Grade II Listed farmhouse at Bank House, further 
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along Bank House Lane, and therefore the application site for the ménage is 
also to be considered in relation to this Listed Building. 
 
The listing details for Bank House talk about the coursed square stone, the 
tiled roof to the front and stone slates to the rear, the quoins, central doorway, 
mullioned windows, ashlar gable stacks etc etc.  
 
The application site has current equestrian use which is of no detriment to the 
setting of the Listed Building, the proposed riding menage will not change this 
impact.  The following photograph demonstrates the view of the application 
site, with the applicant riding her horse (indicated by the arrow), from the far 
side of the adjacent field, therefore a very similar view to that afforded by the 
Listed Building. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
The proposal is to provide a safe and suitable facility for the applicant to 
exercise horses, adjacent to the existing stables, providing an improved 
solution to an existing use.  The use is solely for outdoor recreation and is 
therefore not inappropriate in this location.  


