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with the ecologist’s assessment in that this habitat cannot be considered to be 
priority habitat due to lack of indicator species. The JNCC document lists five 
criterion which must be met for field recognition of OMH and none of these criteria 
include a threshold of indicator species that needs to be met. From descriptions 
provided within the PEA it is considered that there is a mosaic of habitats on site 
which meet the JNCC criteria to be deemed OMH. This habitat type is a Priority 
Habitat and therefore of principle importance. Planning Policy BIO1 states 
“Development will be expected to conserve and enhance the biodiversity and 
geological features of the borough by: Protecting and improving habitats, species, 
sites of ecological value and sites of geological value with particular regard to 
designated wildlife and geological sites of international, national and local 
significance, ancient woodland and species and habitats of principal importance 
identified via Section 41 of the Natural Environment & Rural Communities Act 2006 
….” From the proposals plan provided the majority of habitat proposed to be 
affected by the development appears to be largely areas of hardstanding, with minor 
loss of habitats which fall under the OMH definition, such as neutral grassland and 
sparsely vegetated land. Consideration should be given to the retention of these 
habitats, where possible. If not feasible, the loss should be mitigated through the 
enhancement of retained habitats and creation of suitable habitats, which appears 
to be demonstrated in the metric submitted with the application as part of the 
Biodiversity Net Gain requirement.  

Peak Ecology’s response: the site was reassessed by Technical Director Jessica Eades on 
12th August 2024 who has confirmed the presence of OMH onsite. The PEA report (and 
BNG) has been amended to reflect this.  

Biodiversity Net Gain – Statutory Metric 

- A Statutory Metric has been submitted as part of the Biodiversity Net Gain 
requirement of the application. The metric indicates that a gain of 18.70% in habitat 
units and 1014.33% in hedgerow units can be achieved on site; however, the 
applicant’s ecologist should consider the following and make amendments to the 
metric, where necessary.  

- Information detailing condition assessments for baseline habitats and condition 
assessment criteria targeted in enhanced/created habitats has not been submitted 
with the application. This should be provided to support the metric.  

Peak Ecology’s response: all condition assessments are detailed within the Biodiversity Net 
Gain Assessment report (which has been amended to reflect the OMH on site).  

- The proposals site is located within the Dearne Valley Heart Nature Improvement 
Area. Habitats on-site pre and post-development should be set as being located 
within an area formally identified in local strategy under the strategic significance 
multiplier of the metric. This information was given in the pre-application advice.  

Peak Ecology’s response: BNG amended accordingly.  

 






