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To:  Matthew Woodward, Barnsley MBC
From:  Matt Bailey, Coal Authority
Ref:  CA08/9/389/1
Date:  26 November 2010
Subject:  Statement of Justification for Green Belt Development
The following statement has been compiled to further justify the construction of the Sheephouse Wood Mine Water Treatment Scheme on greenbelt land within the jurisdiction of Barnsley MBC.

Currently mine water discharges from two sources near Midhopestones, leading to contamination of two watercourses and the Underbank Reservoir.  The scheme is to be implemented to prevent ongoing pollution as required by the Water Framework Directive, and is programmed for construction in 2011/12 in line with a priority working list agreed between the Environment Agency and the Coal Authority.

The Authority has carefully consulted the Greenbelt UDP Policy GS7/PPG2, and is confident that, given the nature of the site and engineering operations, the development would maintain openness and not conflict with the purposes of including land in the Greenbelt.  The basis of this is clearly outlined in section 3.1.2 of the Supporting Statement.

It is understood, however, that Barnsley MBC do not consider that the proposals fully satisfy these requirements (Paragraph 1.5 of PPG2), and therefore paragraph 3.13 applies. This states that inappropriate development must be justified by very special circumstances 
Very Special Circumstances
The drivers for the development are considered by the Authority to represent ‘very special circumstances’, which clearly outweigh the harm which may be caused.  In additional to the environmental improvements outlined above, the overriding need for this scheme has been heightened for public safety reasons: A catastrophic blow out occurred via the historical ‘drainage adit’ discharge point in February 2002, which severely damaged a section of the A616.  Fortunately, this occurred during the early hours of the morning at a time when no traffic was passing, however a lengthy closure of this important trunk road was necessary whilst the road was re-built.  A stopping with a pressure alleviation pipe was placed in the adit to minimise the risk of further blow out. However the pressure alleviation pipe has since become blocked by a collapse deep within the workings and water levels have once again built up, creating the discharges highlighted above.
This elevated water table within the workings will be exerting a substantial force of ‘driving head’ against the blockage.  An unacceptable risk now exists of a future ‘blow out’, which may lead to an incident similar to that in February 2002 with potentially fatal consequences.
On this basis, it is considered that the development of a scheme at this site is critical, and satisfies the requirements of very special circumstances under the Greenbelt Policy.
We trust that this clarification satisfies the requirements of the policy.
� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���











PAGE  
1

[image: image2.wmf]_1012820742.doc
[image: image1.png]AUTHORITY







