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1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Planning consent has been granted for the site off Whams Road, Crowedge. 

 

1.2. Under the planning consent, the following is a condition of that planning consent. 

 

No development shall take place (including vegetation/site clearance) until a 

Biodiversity Mitigation Scheme has been submitted to and approved in writing by the 

Local Planning Authority. The approved scheme shall be implemented in full according 

unless otherwise agreed in writing by the local planning authority. The scheme shall 

include, but not limited to, the following details: 

 

 o Details of native landscaping to be incorporated on site, particularly to the northern 

boundary to provide a buffer to the adjacent Whitley Edge LWS;  

 

o Appropriate management of the proposed landscaping, including a timetable of 

works; 

 

 o Precautionary measures to be adopted during construction works in the interest of 

nesting birds, amphibians and hedgehogs;  

 

o Protection of retained trees on site during construction works;  

 

o Incorporation of integral bat and bird boxes on proposed dwellings, including detail 

on the type and location of boxes to be installed; and, 

 

 o Incorporation of hedgehog access points on site to allow continued access for this 

species. Reason: In the interests of Biodiversity, in accordance with Local Plan Policy 

BIO1. 

 

1.3. This document is designed to satisfy that condition. 

 

******************** 
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2. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS.  

 

2.1. The Surveyed Area. 

 

2.1.1. The aerial photograph below shows the location of the site shown by the red 

arrow and the surrounding area.  The site is located within a small hamlet with a large 

industrial site to the west and with open countryside to the east. The site is bordered by 

residential developments to the west, the previous development area.  

 

 

 

2.1.2. The close-up aerial photo below shows the actual survey area shaded in yellow. 

The site is level for the most part with a steeply sloping bank down to the east of the 

site with a dry-stone wall at the bottom. 
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2.2. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd were commissioned to carry out a Preliminary Ecological 

Appraisal of the site in support of a planning application for the site. That site survey 

was carried out on 20th May 2019. Following comments from the Council, a further 

site visit was undertaken on 14th August 2019 and the results of that visit incorporated 

into this amended report. A further visit was carried out at the end of April 2022 prior 

to the sale of the site and further modifications to the report were made to bring it up to 

date. 

 

2.3. The baseline habitats on and adjacent to the site were:  

 

• Semi- Improved Grassland. 

• Dense Scrub. 

• Scattered Scrub. 

• Scattered Trees. 

• Tall ruderals. 

• Fence. 

• Wall. 

• Species Poor Hedgerow. 

 

2.4. The map below shows the baseline habitats on the development site.  

 

******************** 
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3. SUMMARY OF POST DEVELOPMENT HABITATS. 

 

3.1. The plan below shows the proposed development site. 

 

 

 

3.2. At the north-western end of the site, there is a bank down to the nature reserve that 

supports scrub and scattered trees. This was described in the original report as follows. 

 

3.3. At the northern end of the steep bank there are a number of trees growing. These 

include alder (Alnus glutinosa), crack willow (Salix fragilis) and silver birch (Betula 

pendula). 

 

3.4. Since the report was written, these trees have been left to grow and they now form 

a dense screen between the proposed development and the adjacent Whitley Edge 

nature reserve. Therefore, no further planting is deemed necessary and none are 

planned. 



7 

 

 

   

 

3.5. The remainder of the site will be planted out as gardens for the new houses. 

 

3.6. The existing trees will be separated from the development area by a protective 

Heras fence before development commences. This fence will remain in place 

throughout the development works to ensure no accidental damage to the existing trees. 

 

3.7. Post development, there will be no further management of the trees, they will be 

left to continue to mature naturally. 

 

******************** 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

4. PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES TO PROTECT 

SPECIES DURING THE DEVELOPMENT. 

 

4.1. Vegetation clearance will be undertaken outside the nesting bird season, which 

extends from March to September each year. 

 

4.2. In the event vegetation clearance is required during the nesting season, the works 

will be preceded by a nesting bird survey undertaken by a suitably experienced 

ecologist no more that three days before the clearance commences. In the event any 

active nests are found, the nest, plus a suitable buffer around the nest, will be left 

undisturbed until the young have fledged. 

 

4.3. Vegetation will be cut down and cleared in a phased manner to protect any 

amphibians, reptiles or hedgehogs that may be present on the site. The initial clearance 

will be no lower than 150mm above ground. All arisings will be cleared from the site 

and the site left for two days to give anything present the chance to clear the site. After 

two days, the site can be carefully cleared to bare earth. Any animals found during this 

process, should be moved to a position of safety off the development site. In the unlikely 

event a great crested newt was to be found, work will cease until further advise has been 

sought from Whitcher Wildlife Ltd. 

 

 

******************** 
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5. BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENTS. 

 

5.1. One integrated bat brick will be installed high on a gable end wall of each of the 

new dwellings. 

 

5.2. The type of bat brick to be used will be a Habibat 001 bat brick as shown below 

with a facing to match the new dwellings. 

 

 

 

5.3. In addition, one integrated swift nest box will also be installed in each dwelling. 

This will be placed high up, beneath the eaves. 

 

 

 

 

5.4. The site plan below shows the locations for the bat bricks and the swift nest boxes 

where the locations of the bat bricks are shown a red circles and locations of the swift 

boxes as a blue circle.  
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5.5. Hedgehog access points in the form of a labelled hole 130mm square will be 

incorporated in all garden fences except where these would lead onto a retaining wall 

and steep drop. 

 

 

******************** 
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