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 Care Homes for Young People -  Some Questions Answered

· What would be the needs of the children to be placed in the home. e.g. would the children suffer from physical disabilities, mental health issues, established behavioural problems? 

The children would indeed be  vulnerable young people. The children will have been taken into care by the Social Services Authority. There could be a child with particular problems, as there could be in any family dwellinghouse. There will be a maximum of  3 children in the house selected based on referral. The children would be vulnerable and need a safe, caring and stable home environment to be able to thrive. 

· Would the children attend local schools or be educated within the home? 

The children would attend schools in the normal way. The children would also attend clubs, societies and other extra-curricular activities just as any other children of a similar age would.
There would not be onsite education. The children would either attend a local school or  specialist educational provision that will be identified by the local authority. All aspects of education are provided off site to protect the home environment .

· Would the children require visiting medical practitioners, therapists, teachers? 

The children would not require visiting medical practitioners to any greater degree than children in a "normal" dwellinghouse, and as noted above the children would attend school in the normal way.

· Would the parents or family of the children visit the home? 

They are able to do so, but contact usually takes place off site in the local community

· Would ambulances (emergency or otherwise) be likely to visit the property on a regular basis? 

Ambulances would attend as and when necessary, but the children would not have conditions requiring this on a regular basis (although it could occur just as it could occur with a dwellinghouse). There is no reason to believe that the children will have atypical medical needs

·  If the children has mental health or behavioural problems, on what basis would they be allowed to leave the property? 

The home proposed is not a secure home as that would be Class C2(a). The children would play out, or leave the home, in the same way as in a family. There would be a proper level of supervision because there would always be members of staff on site.
This will become the childrens’ home and therefore will be treated as such, allowing the children to come and go and be a part of their wider community If there are concerns over a young person’s behaviours or risk taking behaviours then they would be accompanied by a staff member when they leave the property. Through the applicant’s care and support planning, the staff team work alongside third parties to minimise risks and to support the young people in becoming valued members of the community.


· The effects of vehicles arriving and leaving the property:

It is important to understand that vehicles arrive and leave the property across the day for various reasons. So, for instance, whereas there could be a vehicular movement during the day taking the children to a medical appointment, that may represent a vehicular movement, but it also results in there being one less vehicle present at the property for the period the children is out. In other words, the number of vehicles at the property varies and is not always, by any means, at its maximum level. In this sense it is like a normal dwellinghouse.

The reality, with regard to vehicles, is that any differences in terms of vehicles parking and visiting the property are within the variation one would expect to see between individual “ordinary” dwellinghouses. In that sense vehicular activity is only one factor in making the overall decision on this application.












