
Planting & Establishment 

 

Category Plant Handling & Storage Planting Techniques Seasonal Planting Period Post-Planting Establishment 
(3–5 Years) 

Trees Deliver healthy, true-to-
specification stock. Protect roots 
from drying out and frost at all 
times. Bare-root and root-balled 
stock shall be planted 
immediately upon delivery or 
temporarily heeled-in if planting is 
delayed. Container-grown stock 
shall be kept adequately watered. 
All stock shall be inspected prior 
to planting and rejected if 
damaged, diseased, pest-infested 
or poorly formed. 

Plant in pits sized to 
accommodate the root system 
without distortion (typically 300–
450 mm wider than rootball). 
Excavate and loosen pit sides and 
base. Position root collar at 
finished ground level. Backfill 
with excavated topsoil unless 
otherwise specified. Install single 
or double stakes, underground 
guying or other approved support 
appropriate to tree size. Secure 
with adjustable tree ties. Apply 75 
mm organic mulch over a 
minimum 1 m diameter, clear of 
the stem. Install rabbit or deer 
guards where required. Fertiliser 
shall only be applied where 
recommended following soil 
assessment. 

Bare-root and root-balled trees: 
November–March during 
dormancy. Container-grown trees 
may be planted throughout the 
year provided adequate irrigation 
is available. No planting shall take 
place during frozen ground 
conditions, heavy frost, snow 
cover or waterlogged soils. 

Water regularly during the first 
three growing seasons (minimum 
weekly during prolonged dry 
periods). Maintain mulch depth 
and weed-free area. Inspect and 
adjust ties and stakes twice 
annually; remove once 
establishment is achieved 
(normally after 2–3 years). 
Replace failed trees during the 
next planting season. Carry out 
formative pruning, pest and 
disease inspections and maintain 
tree guards as necessary. 

Shrubs Deliver healthy nursery-grown 
plants. Prevent roots from drying 
by protecting container and root 
systems. Store in shaded locations 
and water regularly if planting is 
delayed. Reject damaged or 
diseased plants before planting. 

Plant into cultivated topsoil at the 
same depth as grown in the 
nursery/container. Planting pits 
shall be at least twice the width of 
the rootball. Firm soil gently 
around roots and water 
immediately after planting. Apply 
50–75 mm organic mulch across 
shrub beds, avoiding direct 
contact with stems. Fertiliser only 
where specified. 

Container-grown shrubs may be 
planted throughout the year 
where irrigation is available. Bare-
root shrubs should be planted 
between November and March. 
Suspend planting during frost, 
frozen ground or waterlogged 
conditions. 

Water regularly throughout the 
first two to three growing seasons, 
increasing frequency during 
drought. Maintain weed-free 
planting beds. Replace mulch as 
required. Inspect for pests, 
diseases and damage. Remove 
dead material and replace failed 
plants during the next planting 
season. Prune in accordance with 
species requirements. 

Hedges Handle and store as for shrubs. 
Bare-root hedge plants shall be 
protected from wind and sun and 
planted immediately or heeled-in. 
Container-grown plants shall be 
watered regularly until planting. 
Inspect all stock prior to 
installation. 

Set out in single or staggered 
double rows as specified. Plant at 
nursery depth with roots fully 
spread. Firm soil thoroughly 
around roots and water 
immediately. Incorporate mulch 
over the full hedge line. Install 
rabbit or deer protection where 
necessary. Fertiliser only where 
specified. 

Bare-root hedging: November–
March. Container-grown hedging 
may be planted year-round with 
irrigation. No planting during 
frozen or waterlogged ground 
conditions. 

Water regularly during 
establishment (minimum first two 
to three growing seasons). 
Maintain weed-free strip along 
hedge line. Replace failures 
annually during the next planting 
season. Carry out formative 
trimming where appropriate to 
encourage dense growth.  
 

Herbaceous Planting Supply healthy container-grown 
plants free from pests and disease. 
Protect from drying and excessive 
heat before planting. Water 
thoroughly before planting if 
necessary. 

Prepare planting beds by 
removing weeds and cultivating 
soil. Plant at nursery depth with 
sufficient spacing to achieve 
mature coverage. Water 
immediately after planting. Apply 
50–75 mm organic mulch unless 
incompatible with planting 
design. Fertiliser only where soil 
conditions require. 

Best planted during spring 
(March–May) or autumn 
(September–November). 
Container-grown plants may be 
installed outside these periods 
where irrigation is available. Avoid 
planting during frost or 
waterlogged conditions. 

Water regularly during the first 
two growing seasons until 
established. Weed beds routinely. 
Remove spent flower heads and 
dead foliage where appropriate. 
Divide overcrowded perennials as 
required. Replace failed plants 
during the next suitable planting 
season to maintain design intent. 
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