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Archaeological Services WYAS High Street, Silkstone

Written Scheme of Investigation for an Archaeological Evaluation by
Trial Trenching at land off Grove Road, Kirk Sandall, South Yorkshire

1. Introduction

1.1 This Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) has been prepared by
Archaeological Services WYAS (ASWYAS) for White Agus Partnership to carry
out an archaeological evaluation by trial trenching on land off 42 and 46 High
Street, Silkstone, Barnsley. (planning application 2017/0803) (Fig. 1).

1.2 This document sets out a strategy for archaeological investigation in order to
fulfil planning condition 19 which states in detail that:

No development, including any demolition and groundworks, shall take place
until the applicant, or their agent or successor in title, has submitted a Written
Scheme of Investigation (WSI) that sets out a strategy for archaeological
investigation and this has been approved in writing by the Local Planning
Authority. The WSI shall include:

e The programme and method of site investigation and recording.

¢ The requirement to seek preservation in situ of identified features of
importance.

e The programme for post-investigation assessment.

¢ The provision to be made for analysis and reporting.

e The provision to be made for publication and dissemination of the results.
e The provision to be made for deposition of the archive created.

¢ Nomination of a competent person/persons or organisation to undertake the
works.

e The timetable for completion of all site investigation and post-investigation
works.

Part B (pre-occupation/use)

Thereafter the development shall only take place in accordance with the
approved WSI and the development shall not be brought into use until the
Local Planning Authority has confirmed in writing that the requirements of the
WSI have been fulfilled or alternative timescales agreed.

1.3 The archaeological work will comply with the relevant standard of the Chartered
Institute for Archaeologists (2014a-c), Historic England’s best practice
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documents (1991, 2006, 2008) and the “Regional statement of good practice
for archaeology in the development process, Yorkshire, the Humber & the north
east” (available for download from the ‘Technical Documents’ page of the
SYAS website).

1.4 This WSI specifies a scheme of investigation for archaeological evaluation by
trial trenching. Should mitigation works be required by the planning authority,
they will be specified in a subsequent WSI to be approved by SYAS.

2.  Site location, topography and land-use

2.1 The proposed development area (PDA) is located off of High Street, Silkstone,
to the west of the Silkstone Beck and approximately 200m to the south of All
Saints and St James Church. The site is centred at NGR SE 29042 05627.

2.2 The topography of the sites varies. Where the development immediately
borders the High Street is an area of hard standing which is currently used to
access the rest of the site (Plate 1 and 2). Street lighting and buried services
run along the edge of the carriage way and within the footpath that borders this
part of the site. This area was formerly a platform for terraced housing. An
access road then slopes and curves to the south to service the rear of the
existing properties (48 to 56). The site is located at split levels with the area of
hard standing to the west and the interior of the site to the east separated by a
retaining wall (Fig. 1). The retaining wall acts as support for the former house
platform to the west. The differential height between these two levels of the site
is approximately 1.8m. The surface of the interior is rubble with some
protruding tree stumps (Plate 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8). The site is bound to the north and
east by rubble drystone walling, some of which is denuded. The interior of the
site is 650m?. The former house platform adjacent to the road is 270m?2.

3. Geology and soils

3.1 The soils of the area consist of Wigton Moor Association, described as
permeable fine and coarse loamy soils variably affected by groundwater’
(SSEW 1983, 831c) and Newport 1 Association, described as ‘Deep well
drained sandy and coarse loamy soils (SSEW 1983, 551d).

The underlying solid geology is Silkstone Rock. Sandstone sedimentary rock
from the Carboniferous period and Pennine Lower Coal Measures of
mudstone, siltstone and sandstone; sedimentary rocks also of the
Carboniferous Period (BGS).

4.  Archaeological background

4.1 Abasic archive and map study was conducted to provide some background
detail for the site. It was conducted to inform the placement of archaeological
trial trenches. A site visit was conducted as well as a visit to the Barnsley Local
Studies Library on 5th January 2018.
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

The sites shows little potential for Prehistoric or Roman remains, with no
recorded examples in the immediate area.

The place name Silkstone is Old English and may derive from the Anglo-Saxon
name Sylc and the suffix tdn meaning a farmstead. The earliest known written
record of Silkstone is the Domesday Book of 1086, when Silkstone is referred
to as a part of the manor of Cawthorne as follows;

In Calthorne (sic Cawthorne) Ailric had three carucates of land to be taxed and there
may be two ploughs there. The same now has it of llbert; himself two ploughs there,
and four villanes with two ploughs. There is a vicor and a church, wood pasture two
miles long and two broad; the whole manor three miles long and two broad. Value in
King Edward's time forty shillings, now twenty shillings. To this manor belongs
Silchestone, one carucate and a half.

The current Church of All Saints, in the parish of Silkstone could be the location
of church mentioned in 1086. Although, the silkstone parish originally included
Cawthorne, West Bretton, Cumberland, Barnsley, Dodworth, Stainborough,
Thurgoland, and Hoylandswaine.

The current Church of All Saints is a Grade 1 listed building and is of 12th
century origin, featuring renovations from the 15th and 19th centuries. It is
sometimes referred to as the minster of the moors. Pot House Hamlet is
located below Silkstone Church and tentatively identified as the site of a 17th-
century pottery and 18th century glassworks. Pot House Hamlet now houses
independent retail outlets.

In summary, there is some increased potential for medieval remains within the
proposed development site. This is largely due to the pre-Domesday origin of
Silkstone. Other features in the wide area relating to this period include the
remains ridge and furrow cultivation. The continued presence of the Church of
All Saints attests to the continued occupation of the area.

Post-medieval remains within the area are mainly industrial by nature. And
include furnaces, pits and the Silkstone Waggonway. Constructed in 1809 by
the Barnsley canal Navigation Company, it carried coal from collieries in the
silsktone valley from Silkstone Cross to Barnaby Basin Cawthorne. The use of
the waggonaway declined in the 1840’s due the increasing use of steam
railway and was out of use in the 1860’s.

A Waggonway pass-bye was uncovered and a short length of track relaid with
replica rails on original stone blocks by the Roggins Local History Group as part
of the Waggonway project with money from a grant from the Rural Target Fund.
A memorial commemorating the waggonway stands in the village. The former
route of the Waggonway is now a pathway with storey boards that illustrate the
history of the area. A good initial source for further research is ‘Silkstone
Waggonway, South Yorkshire Survey Report Volume 1: Text & Figures Report
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Number 2011/62.2 August 2012.” (Arch Heritage 2012), which contains detailed
maps, plates and text that relates to the waggonway its wider environ.

4.8 The route of the waggonway runs close to the eastern boundary of the site.
There is some potential to finds remains that may have been associated with
the former waggonway. The Silkstone Waggonway and the associated
landscape continue to present a range of opportunities for further study and in
particular for widening participation in archaeology.

4.9 To the north of the development site is the location of the scheduled 17th
century Silkstone glassworks and 18th century pottery (Number: 1021153) .The
monument includes below ground remains of a glassworks and pottery and is
located on the east bank of the Silkstone Beck in an area now occupied by a
garden centre. The monument was the subject of limited excavation in 2002,
which revealed surviving evidence of glass production.

4.10 The Tithe map shows very little detail of the site. However, it odes depict
dwellings, probably terraced house in the area which is now hard standing and
the access to the site. The form of these terraces is likely to have been a
continuation of the terracing that still occupies 48 — 56 High Street. The Tithe
map does not shows any specific detail to the rear of this terracing except the
close proximity of the waggonway, which would still be in use at this time. The
platform, and probably the retaining wall also seem to be depicted.

4.11 The terrace houses are still depicted on the 1893 Ordnance Survey Edition
(1:2500). To the east of the retaining wall are depicted small structures,
probably temporary in nature such as sheds. A small structure also borders the
eastern boundary on a roughly N-S orientation. It is unclear what this is,
although it is not depicted on the Tithe map. An E-W boundary divided also
divided the yard to the east of the terraced houses. The depiction is unchanged
on the 1906 Edition (1:2500).

4.12 The site is still depicted unchanged on the 1931 Edition Ordnance Survey
(1:2500). The outbuildings are still depicted and the site is still partitioned E-W.
The small building bordering the east of the site has been extended to the
north.

4.13 The terraced housing is still depicted on the 1961 Edition Ordnance Survey as
is the small building to the rear. As is the outbuilding to the east. By the Edition
of 1978 some of the terraced housing has been demolished and the outbuilding
to the rear is no longer depicted. Broadly the site is depicted in its current
layout.

5. Aims and Objectives
5.1 The overall aim of the trial trench evaluation is to provide information on the
presence or absence and the extent, character, chronology, depth of burial and
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6.2

6.3

6.4

degree of archaeological survival across the site. The results of the trial
trenching will be used by SYAS to inform the level and type of archaeological
investigations that may be required to mitigate future development.

Methodology

All work will be undertaken in accordance with the relevant standards (CIfA
2014a-c; Historic England 1991, 2006, 2008). The evaluation will involve the
excavation of sixteen trenches, with their proposed locations detailed in Fig. 1
and the rationale given in Table 1. The evaluation will be conducted by an
appropriately qualified and experienced archaeologist who will be present
during all ground works. In case the extent and nature of features need to be
clarified, an additional 10% of trenching will be allowed for as a contingency.

Table 1. Rationale for the trench locations

Trench Size Target
1 7.5m x No specific target, to investigate area to east of
2m retaining wall.
2 10 mx | To target the area where the waggonway runs
2m closest to the site. To evaluate, if possible, the
building close to the east of the development
site.
3 9x2m | Toinvestigate an area depicted on maps and
(L shaped) by 9 x | historic photographs that show structures
2m fronting the High Street.

The trial trenches will be opened and the recent overburden removed down to
the first significant archaeological horizon in successive level spits of a
maximum 0.2m thickness, by the use of an appropriate machine using a wide
toothless ditching blade. Under no circumstances will the machine be used to
cut arbitrary trenches down to natural deposits. Any machine work will be
carried out under direct archaeological supervision and the machine halted if
significant archaeological deposits are encountered. The top of the first
significant archaeological horizon may be exposed by the machine, but will
then be cleaned by hand and inspected for features. The trench excavation
should not exceed 1.2m. Care must be taken in both trenches not to undermine
the retaining walls on either part of the site.

Any archaeological features/deposits will be manually excavated in an
archaeologically controlled and stratigraphic manner, in order to meet the aims
and objectives outlined above.

No archaeological deposits will be entirely removed unless this is unavoidable
in achieving the objectives of this evaluation, although all features identified are

High Street, Silkstone
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expected to be half-sectioned and the full depth of archaeological deposits
assessed.

6.5 Features will be sample excavated employing the following strategy:

o Linear features: sufficient excavation will be carried out to investigate the
depth, profile and fills of a ditch or gully and to recover dating and
environmental evidence from its fills. Normally this will involve a minimum of
20% sample dispersed along the length of the feature (each sample section
to be not less than 1m), With respect to trial trenches, one 1m section will be
located and recorded adjacent to the trench edge. Feature intersections will
always be excavated in such a way to determine a stratigraphic relationship.

o Discrete features: pits, post-holes and other discrete features will normally be
half-sectioned to determine and record their form with a minimum sample of
50% of discrete features in each area. The complete excavation of such
features may be appropriate, but only following consultation with SYAS.

6.6 A full written, drawn and photographic record of all material revealed during the
course of the work shall be made. The excavation limits will be surveyed using
electronic survey equipment with larger scale hand drawn plans of features, at
1:20 or 1:50, being created as appropriate. Sections of linear and discrete
features will be drawn at 1:10 or 1:20. All sections, plans and elevations will
include spot-heights related to Ordnance Datum in metres as correct to two
decimal places. Tie-in information will be undertaken during the course of the
evaluation and will be fixed in relation to nearby permanent structures and
roads and to the National Grid. The photographic archive will comprise
monochrome negative photographs at a minimum format of 35mm and colour
slide film, augmented by digital photographs taken using cameras with a
resolution of at least 10 megapixels.

6.7 All excavated archaeological contexts shall be fully recorded by written records,
giving details of location, composition, shape, dimensions, relationships, finds,
samples, and cross-references to other elements of the record and other
relevant contexts, in accordance with best practice. All contexts, and any small
finds and samples from them will be given unique numbers. Bulk finds will be
collected by context.

6.8 All artefacts will be removed from the site for assessment and analysis, and
where it is appropriate, their find spots shall, if appropriate, be recorded three
dimensionally. Non-modern artefacts from the excavated topsoil and subsoil
will be collected. Finds material will be stored in controlled environments, where
appropriate. All artefacts recovered will be retained, cleaned, labelled and
stored as detailed in the guidelines laid out in the CIfA (2014b). Any necessary
conservation work will be undertaken by approved conservators working to
UKIC guidelines.
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6.9 A soil-sampling programme shall be undertaken during the course of the
investigation for the identification and recovery of carbonised and waterlogged
remains, vertebrate remains, molluscs and small artefactual material.

6.10 In the event of human remains being discovered they will, in the first instance,
be left in situ, covered and protected. The removal of human remains will only
take place in compliance with either a faculty issued by the Chancellor of the
Diocese, or the Burial Act 1857. In the case of the latter (i.e. in the absence of a
faculty) an exhumation licence must be obtained form the Ministry of Justice
prior to the removal of the remains.

6.11 All finds defined as ‘treasure’ under the Treasure Act 1996 shall be reported to
HM Coroner according to the procedures relating to the Treasure Act 1996.

6.12 Appropriate specialists will visit the site to advise on sampling strategies and
their suggested strategies will then be implemented.

6.13 Provision will be made to recover material suitable for scientific dating.
Contingency sums will be made available to undertake such dating.

6.14 Further contingency provision will be made for additional specialist advice, e.g.
for finds analysis and conservation. Illustrated notices will be displayed around
the site (with the client’s agreement), explaining what work is in progress and
why, to keep members of the public informed. The notice will be a minimum of
A3 size, with font at a minimum size of 16 point

7. Analysis and Reporting
7.1 An interim note will be submitted to SYAS within a fortnight of fieldwork
finishing. This will include:

e A brief summary of fieldwork results ;

e A basic description of material recovered;

e An initial assessment of character and significance;
e A sketch plan of archaeological features on the site;
e An updated post-excavation timetable.

7.1 Following the conclusion of the fieldwork and the submission of an interim
statement, an evaluation report shall be produced. For all categories of material
recovered, including finds, palaeo-environmental, industrial and other specialist
samples, an assessment by an appropriately experienced specialist will be
undertaken. Samples must be processed and sorted, and any artefacts
recovered provided to the appropriate specialist(s) to be considered alongside
the hand-recovered material. Basic stratigraphic information will be supplied to
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7.2

7.3

7.4

the project specialists. All finds are to be treated in accordance with current
best practice guidance, including English Heritage’s 'Investigative
Conservation'. Finds are to be cleaned and marked, according to accepted
principles and in line with appropriate period/material guidelines. For ceramic
assemblages, recording shall be carried out in a manner compatible with
existing typological series in local pottery reference collections, e.g. the South
Yorkshire and North Derbyshire medieval ceramics reference collection. All
ferrous objects and a selection of non-ferrous objects (including all coins), will
be x-radiographed. Where material suitable for scientific dating was recovered,
sufficient dating will be undertaken to meet the aims of the evaluation. Where
further fieldwork is not to be undertaken and assessment has identified the
need for further analysis, this will be completed by drawing upon agreed
contingencies.

The site archive will be assembled in line with the recommended composition
provided in English Heritage PPN3 (2008) and UKIC’s document Guidelines for
the Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long Term Storage and the CIfA’s
“Standard And Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition
of archaeological archives.

In addition to the site records, artefacts, ecofacts and other sample residues,
the archive shall contain all the data collected during the fieldwork, including
records, finds and environmental samples. It will be quantified, ordered,
indexed and internally consistent. Archive consolidation will be undertaken
immediately following the conclusion of fieldwork and will involve:

¢ the site record being checked, cross-referenced and indexed as
necessary,

¢ retained finds being cleaned, stabilised, marked and packaged in
accordance with the requirements of the recipient museum;

¢ retained finds being assessed and recorded using pro forma recording
sheets, by suitably qualified and experienced staff. Initial artefact dating
will be integrated within the site matrix; and

e environmental samples being processed by suitably experienced and
qualified staff and recorded using pro forma recording sheets.

In addition to the site records, artefacts, ecofacts and other sample residues,
the archive shall contain:

e asummary report synthesising the context record,;
e asummary of the artefact record; and

e asummary of the environment record.
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7.5 The integrity of the primary field record will be preserved. Security copies will
be maintained where appropriate.

7.6 Provision will be made for the deposition of the archive, artefacts and
environmental material in Experience Barnsley, subject to the permission of the
landowner. The museum will be contacted in advance of commencement of
fieldwork to ascertain their requirements for the archive (e.g. marking and
labelling requirements, accession number). “Archaeological Archive Deposition
Policy for Museums in Yorkshire and the Humber”, produced by Renaissance
Yorkshire, created a uniform region-wide approach to the preparation and
deposition of archaeological archives. The resulting formal process requires the
completion and submission of forms to the relevant museum service at the
project initiation, mid-point review and completion stages (template forms are
available for download from the ‘Technical Documents’ page of the SYAS
website). A budget to cover the museum’s deposition charge must be allowed
for. On completion of archiving, confirmation of deposition will be supplied to
SYAS.

7.7 Upon completion of the investigations, the artefacts, ecofacts and stratigraphic
information shall be assessed to ascertain their potential and significance for
further analysis.

7.8 An evaluation report will be prepared within four to six weeks of the completion
of on-site archaeological investigations and include the following:

¢ a non-technical summary of the results of the work;
e asummary of the project's background;

e the dates the fieldwork took place;

¢ the site location, including National Grid Reference;
e an account of the method;

o the results of the evaluation, including phasing and interpretation of the
site sequence;

e conservation assessment;

e an assessment of the stratigraphic and other written, drawn and
photographic records;

e a catalogue of the archaeological material recovered during the
evaluation;
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o assessments of each material category of finds recovered, including
their types, quantities and concentrations, illustrations and/or
photographs as appropriate;

e asummary of the contents of the project archive and its location.

7.9 The evaluation report will be supported by an overall plan of the site, at a
usable scale that accurately identifies the location of the evaluation and any
findings.

7.10 The evaluation report will outline the archaeological significance of the deposits
identified, and provide an interpretation of the results in relation to other sites in
the vicinity.

7.11 Upon completion of the work, the archaeological contractor will make their work
accessible to the wider research community by submitting digital data and
copies of reports online to OASIS (http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/).

7.12 ltis possible that the excavation findings will warrant wider publication. This
may be effected through publication with Archaeology in South Yorkshire.

7.13 Arecommendation on whether further archaeological investigation or
preservation in situ is considered appropriate will first be discussed with
SYAS and then be clearly expressed in the report. Based on the results of
the evaluation, SYAS will advise the planning authority on the
requirements for further investigation. These will be specified in a
subsequent WSI, if required.

7.14 The evaluation report will include a detailed context index and an index to the
archive.

7.15 Bound copies of the report will be supplied to White Agus Partnership and the
South Yorkshire SMR for incorporation into the South Yorkshire Sites and
Monuments Record. A digital copy will also be supplied to SYAS and to Historic
England’s’ Regional Science Advisor.

7.16 A summary report of an appropriate length, accompanied by illustrations (at
300dpi resolution), will prepared and submitted in digital format, for publication
in the appropriate volume of Archaeology in South Yorkshire, if the results
warrant it.

7.17 Provision will be made for publicising the results of the work locally, e.g. by
presenting a paper at South Yorkshire Archaeology Day, if the results warrant it.

7.18 ASWYAS will complete the online OASIS form at
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/.
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7.19 Where further fieldwork does not take place, a contingency will be made for the
preparation and publication, in a local, regional or national journal, of the results
of the evaluation.

8.  Copyright, Confidentiality and Publicity

8.1  Copyright in the documentation prepared by ASWYAS and specialist sub-
contractors should be the subject of additional licences in favour of the
repository accepting the archive to use such documentation for their statutory
educational and museum service functions, and to provide copies to third
parties as an incidental to such functions.

8.2 Under the Environmental Information Regulations 2005 (EIR), information
submitted to the HER becomes publicly accessible, except where disclosure
might lead to environmental damage, and reports cannot be embargoed as
‘confidential’ or ‘commercially sensitive’.

8.3 Requests for sensitive information are subject to a public interest test, and if
this is met, then the information has to be disclosed. ASWYAS will inform the
client of EIR requirements, and ensure that any information disclosure issues
are resolved before completion of the work. Intellectual property rights are not
affected by the EIR.

8.4 Unless the client commissioning the project wishes to state otherwise, the
copyright of any written, graphic or photographic record and reports will rest
with the originating body (Archaeological Services WYAS).

9. Health and Safety

9.1 ASWYAS has its own Health and Safety policy which has been compiled using
national guidelines. These guidelines conform to all relevant Health and Safety
legislation.

9.2 In addition each project undergoes a 'Risk Assessment' which sets project
specific Health and Safety requirements to which all members of staff are made
aware of prior to on-site work commencing. Health and Safety will take priority
over archaeological matters. Necessary precautions will be taken over
underground services and overhead lines at the outset of the project.

10. Insurance

10.1 ASWYAS is covered by the insurance and indemnities of the West Yorkshire
Joint Services Committee. Insurance has been effected with: Zurich Municipal,
Zurich House, 2 Gladiator Way, Farnborough, Hampshire, GU14 6GB (policy
number QLA-03R896-0013). Any further enquiries should be directed to: Head
of Finance, Wakefield Council, Wakefield One, PO Box 700, Wakefield, WF1
2EB.
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11.
11.1

11.2

11.3

1.4

11.5

12.
12.1

Monitoring
Access to the site will be arranged through Mr Shane O’Keefe.

The project will be monitored by the SYAS to whom notification will be sent
before the start of the work. A minimum of one week’s notice of the
commencement of fieldwork is required.

If appropriate, the advice of the Regional Advisor for Archaeological Science
(Yorkshire and the Humber Region) at Historic England will be called upon.

ASWYAS will ensure that any significant results are brought to the attention the
client and the SYAS as soon as is practically possible.

Site inspections will be arranged so that the general site stratigraphy can be
assessed in the initial stage of trial trenching and/or so that the site can be
inspected when fieldwork is near to completion but before any trenches have
been backfilled.

Resources and programming
Key project personnel:

Project Management: Jane Richardson PhD MIfA FSA, Phil
Moore BA

Project Supervisors: Phil Moore BA

Project Excavators: Marina Rose

12.2 Post-excavation specialists:

Prehistoric pottery specialist: Dr Chris Cumberpatch
Roman pottery specialist: Dr Ruth Leary
Medieval pottery specialist: Dr Chris Cumberpatch
Flint specialist: Dr lan P Brooks
Environmental specialist: Dr Diane Alldritt
Faunal analyst: Dr Jane Richardson
Human bone specialist: Malin Holst MA

Metalwork specialist: Gail Hama
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Artefact conservationist: lan Panter

12.3 The list of Archaeological Services WYAS project personnel may be subject to
change depending on workload and availability.
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