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Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, 426 Carlton Road, Carlton, Barnsley. S71 3HX 

Design & Access Statement  

 
Existing property 
The existing building has been used as a religious building (Use Class F1) and is known as the 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses. It is set back off the main road (Carlton Road) and is accessed 
via a small side road that runs parallel to the main road, and is also used by vehicles accessing the 
Apollo Cradles building (No. 428). There is a metal fence lining the boundary which faces Carlton 
Road with grass banking and a range of trees/shrubs in the corner. 
 

 
 
The building is located close to other commercial and industrial units along Carlton Road and the 
nearby Industrial Road. There is a bus stop close to the site boundary. There is also an access 
footpath from the building to the main road, which means pedestrians do not need to walk along 
the access road to gain entry to the building. The footpath has a lockable gate for added security and 
the area around this has careful landscaping features. 
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Intended use of the proposed development 
The proposal is to convert the existing building into commercial premises for retail space to be used 
by ‘Grafters Warehouse’ (Use Class E). No new windows or doors will be installed; the existing will all 
be retained. There will be a requirement for business signage to the front elevation and side 
elevation (facing Carlton Road); see details on drawings submitted.   

 
Layout of the proposed development 
No walls will be removed or repositioned within the building and the proposed design will make use 
of the current layout well. Room functions will be changed to accommodate the requirements of the 
retail space. The existing stage area will be removed to create an open plan hall to be used for the 
main retail area. This area will have a range of display units creating aisles between to showcase the 
merchandise. The till area has been located so that each till has visibility down each aisle for security 
purposes.  

 
The building benefits from being accessible with level entrance and disabled WC facilities. There are 
3 fire escape doors within the main hall/retail area, which provides sufficient means of escape from 
the building, as well as the main entrance door which is located near the lobby (housing the WCs, 
kitchen and proposed staff facilities).  
 
Proposed access to the development site 
Access to the car park and building is located off Carlton Road. There is an access road running 
parallel to Carlton Road which also serves the Apollo Cradles Building (No.428). The boundary to the 



main road has a metal fence for security purposes. The building boasts ample existing car parking 
facilities; 35No. standard spaces and 4No. disabled spaces. These will all be maintained.  
 

 
 
Access to the front of the building is through a small brick porch which currently has decorative 
metal gates as additional security feature. There is a large double door which allows access to the 
main building, and is all on one level.  
 

  
 
 


