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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1. BACKGROUND 

1.1.1. This document forms a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for a programme of historic building 

recording at Fall Head Farm, Fall Head Lane, Silkstone, South Yorkshire (Figure 1), centred on 

National Grid Reference SE 29735 06172. 

1.1.2. This programme of work has been designed to address an anticipated condition identified by 

Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council (BMBC) for planning permission for conversion and 

redundant agricultural buildings. 

1.2. CONSULTATION 

1.2.1. The following Written Scheme of Investigation has been provided to the conservation officer at 

Barnsley MBC and South Yorkshire Archaeology Service (SYAS) for their approval. 
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Figure 1: Site Location  
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2 SITE DETAILS 

2.1. DESIGNATION 

2.1.1. Fall Head Farm is a non-designated heritage asset. 

2.2. LOCATION 

2.2.1. Fall Head Farm is located approximately 760m east of Silkstone, on the eastern side of Silktone 

Beck and north of the A628 between Silkstone and Dodworth from which it is principally accessed. 

2.3. ARRANGEMENT 

2.3.1. The site (Figure 2) comprises a courtyard plan farmstead with detached two-storey farmhouse 

towards the south. The application for conversion encompasses the following buildings, where 

detailed recording is proposed: 

• Building A: Two storey ancillary accommodation and implement shed 

• Building B: Two storey stables and loft 

• Building C: Single storey cattle shed 

• Building D: Two storey combination barn with threshing barn and attached cowhouse 

• Building E: Single storey range of loose boxes  

 

Figure 2: Site Layout showing proposed recording strategy 
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3 HISTORIC BASELINE 

3.1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

3.1.1. Fall Head is named on the Thomas Jeffry’s 1767 map of Yorkshire, with two rectangular buildings 

shown possibly correlating to Lees Hall Farm and Fall Head Farm.  

3.1.2. Fall Head Farm was listed as to let in 1838, comprising 69 acres of land, alongside Norcroft Farm 

(which was indicated as potentially let along with Fall Head), Barnaby Furnace Farm and Silkstone 

Mill and Farm (Leeds Mercury, 1 December 1838). Details were available form Thomas Potts at 

Cannon Hall. 

3.1.3. The 1841 Census does not name Fall Head Farm specifically but does include several properties 

under “Fall Head” including at least two farms occupied by Oswald Foster and John Ellis.  By the 

time the 1845 tithe map for Silkstone was produced the farm was recorded as owned by John 

Spenser Stanhope and occupied by George Hinchcliffe. This was possibly the same George 

Hinchliffe who was recorded as a woodsman at Barnaby Furnace in 1824 (Leeds Intelligencer 19 

February 1824, 2), and then in the 1841 poll book at Low Mill, Dodworth. The tithe map shows 

Fall Head Farm to comprise two detached buildings to the south (presumably the farmhouse and 

Building A), an L-shaped range to the north (Buildings B-D), and a small building to the east (on 

the site of the pigstys).  

3.1.4. The farm had not changed by the production of the 1851 Ordnance Survey. 

3.1.5. By the time of the 1871 Census the farm had passed to Adshead family. Fall Head Farm was listed 

as to let in 1880, when it was described as “containing 93 acres or thereabouts, 50 of which is in 

excellent old grass. The House is well adapted as a genteel residence for a tradesman in Barnsley, 

from which town the farm is situate about 3 miles, Dodworth station being only distant about 1 

mile.” Further particulars were to be sought from the land agent at Cannon Hall (Sheffield Daily 

Telegraph, 21 February 1880). It is not clear from the 1881 Census who took on the farm, although 

Henry Barnes was listed as a farmer of 93 acres. 

3.1.6. The 1893 Ordnance Survey shows the farm had been extended since the 1850s, with the addition 

of Building E and the adjoining perpendicular range to its east containing pigsty’s. An extension is 

also shown to the rear of Building D. 

3.1.7. Fall Head House is listed in the 1891 Census, occupied by the Shoesmith family which correlates 

with a newspaper article listing James Shoesmith, farmer, of Fall Head Farm in 1882 (Sheffield 

Independent, 10 April 1882). The farm appears to have been used for cattle rearing, when an 
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outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia was recorded at Fall Head Farm in 1892, requiring the slaughter of 

54 head of cattle (Sheffield Independent, 29 June 1892). The Shoesmiths were still present at the 

farm during the 1901 and 1911 censuses. 
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4 AIMS AND STRATEGY 

4.1. AIMS 

4.1.1. The principal aim of the project is to record the structures of Fall Head Farm, to make a permanent 

record in advance of their alteration, and to contribute to the understanding of the origin and 

development of the site. The specific objectives of the programme of archaeological recording are 

to: 

• to provide a descriptive, drawn and photographic record of the buildings; 

• to identify and record any structural evidence and fixtures/fittings that demonstrate the 

development and use of the buildings;  

• to analyse the results of the survey including a systematic account of the building’s origins, 

development and use, and a discussion of the buildings broader stylistic and historical 

context. 

4.2. RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

4.2.1. Based on currently available information, the following research questions are proposed: 

1. What can be determined from the surviving fabric in relation to the phases of construction, 

including date of construction, planform, circulation and use? 

2. What evidence is there for different functional spaces within the buildings, how did use 

change through time and what can that tell us of the evolution of the buildings? 

4.3. DELIVERABLES 

4.3.1. The outputs deriving from this project will include: 

 A historic building record prepared to Historic England Level 3 standard collated into a fully 

indexed project archive for deposition with Barnsley Archives (sections 5.2 & 5.4); 

 A descriptive report presenting the results of the survey to be distributed digitally to the 

Client and Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council, and made publicly available through 

South Yorkshire SMR and OASIS (Online AccesS to the Index of archaeological 

investigations) (section 5.3). 
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5 METHODOLOGY 

5.1. STANDARDS 

5.1.1. The project will conform to current national guidelines as set out in the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for the archaeological investigation of standing buildings or 

structures (CIfA 2020); Standard and Guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition 

of archaeological archives (CIfA 2020); and Historic England’s Understanding Historic Buildings: a 

guide to good recording practice (2016). 

5.1.2. All work is to be undertaken by The JESSOP Consultancy, a CIfA Registered Organisation, who 

employees appropriately qualified and experienced staff who are Corporate members of the CIfA.  

5.1.3. The proposed methodology has been designed in accordance with a Level 3 (Analytical) Survey as 

set out by Historic England (2016). 

5.2. RESEARCH 

5.2.1. A historical baseline for the property will be produced to identify evidence of the origins of the 

building, its history of use and any historical associations with people or events.  

5.2.2. Research will be conducted using material and resources held by Barnsley Archives, and as accessible 

through other readily available sources (i.e. local library and online sources). Source of information 

will include: 

1. Plans and maps of the site and its environs;  

2. Trade and Business Directories; 

3. Place and street name evidence; 

4. Oral history evidence (where already recorded); 

5. Historical documents and photographs; 

6. Records and information held by Barnsley MBC; 

7. The South Yorkshire Sites and Monuments Record (SMR); 

8. Appropriate archaeological and historical journals and books; and 

9. Geotechnical data, where available. 

5.3. BUILDING RECORDING METHODOLOGY 

Photography 

5.3.1. The exterior and interior areas of Buildings A-E, and exterior of other buildings at the farm, will be 

recorded prior to the development utilising b/w record photography on Ilford HP5 Plus 35mm film. 
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Where colour is determined to form an important part of the record, supplementary colour slide 

photography will also be taken. Metric ranging poles of an appropriate size, will be used as a scale 

and details of each image will be recorded on pro-forma recording forms. 

5.3.2. The photographic record will comprise: 

1. General views of the buildings in their wider setting (HE 2016, photography item 1). 

2. The buildings’ external appearance (HE 2016, photography item 2). 

3. Further views as desirable to reflect the original design intentions of the builder or architect 
(HE 2016, photography item 3). 

4. The overall appearance of the principal rooms and circulation areas of Buildings A-E (HE 
2016, photography item 4). 

5. Any external or internal detail, structural or decorative of Buildings A-E (HE 2016, 
photography item 5).  

6. Any dates, signage, graffiti, makers plates etc. (HE 2016, photography item 7). 

1. Any building contents within Buildings A-E which have a significant bearing on the building’s 
history (HE 2016, photography item 8).  

2. A plan or plans identifying the location and direction of accompanying photographs (HE 
2016, drawn record item 8). 

Measured Survey 

5.3.3. Existing architectural drawings exist for the site and will be used as a base for archaeological 

observation during the course of the works. The accuracy of all drawings will be checked on site 

and corrected where required. 

5.3.4. The drawn record (see Figure 2) will comprise: 

3. Floor plans of Buildings A-E (drawn at 1:100 scale) illustrating all archaeological observations 
including the form and location of any structural features or evidence of fixtures of historic 
significance (HE 2016, drawn record items 2 and 6). 

4. Sections (as shown on Figure 2; drawn at 1:50 scale) of Building A, C & D; 

5. Measured drawings, as necessary, of historically significant structural or architectural details 
at a suitable scale (HE 2016, drawn record items 3 and 5). 

5.3.5. Where warranted, the measured survey will be supplemented with survey notes, recorded on pro-

forma sheets, to document observations and details of features, phasing and construction not 

captured in the drawn record. The level of detail will proportionate to the objectives of the project.  
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5.4. REPORTING 

5.4.1. At the end of the fieldwork programme a final report will be prepared to present the results and 

interpretations of the recording and monitoring. 

5.4.2. The final report will include (encompassing HE 2016, report sections 1-3, 5-9, 11-13, 16, 18 & 23): 

• Project specific fieldwork codes and dates 

• Non-technical summary 

• Site location and relevant designations 

• Aims, purpose and research objectives of the fieldwork 

• Methodology 

• Discussion of the history of the site 

• Evidenced account of the building’s overall form and its successive phases of development 

• Analysis of the results of the survey, including account of building’s past and present uses 

• Conclusion and recommendations for further analysis 

• Acknowledgements 

• Bibliography and References 

• Illustrations and photographs 

5.4.3. The report will be illustrated with an appropriate selection of drawings, plans and photographs that 

will be cross-referenced to the statement of results and discussion.  

5.5. ARCHIVE 

5.5.1. The completed archive comprising site notes, drawings, and photographs, will be in accordance with 

standard guidance (CIfA 2020) and the specific guidelines of Barnsley Archives. 

5.5.2. The archive shall include: 

 Site notes; 

 Digitally printed drawings on acid free-paper; 

 Photographs, professionally printed on silver-based archive stable paper, with negatives and 

prints provided in clear archive stable wallets. The photographs will be marked on their rear 

with the site name, grid reference, date, photographer and subject. 

 A paper copy of the final report, including a copy of this WSI. 

5.5.3. All records will be marked with the site name, with appropriate keys and scales as necessary, and 

the archive accession number if required. The archive will be accompanied by a full index.  
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6 MANAGEMENT OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS  

6.1. TIMETABLE AND MONITORING 

6.1.1. Barnsley MBC’s conservation officer and South Yorkshire Archaeology Service will be offered the 

opportunity to undertake a site inspection, and sufficient notice of the commencement of fieldwork 

will be provided in order that this can be scheduled. All monitoring visits will be documented and 

agreed by each party. 

6.1.2. On completion of the programme of archaeological recording, Barnsley MBC’s conservation officer 

and South Yorkshire Archaeology Service will be notified and sufficient evidence of the record 

provided in order to demonstrate the successful completion of the recording stage. It is envisaged 

that at this stage Barnsley MBC will give permission for works to commence at the site  

6.1.3. The final report on the archaeological recording will be finalised within 3 months of completion of 

the survey and provided to the Barnsley MBC’s conservation officer and South Yorkshire 

Archaeology Service for approval.  

6.1.4. The project archive will be deposited with the appropriate repository within 6 months of 

completion of the survey. Barnsley MBC’s conservation officer and South Yorkshire Archaeology 

Service will be notified upon receipt of confirmation of transfer from the repository. 

6.1.5. Any deviation from this programme should be documented and agreed by each party. 

6.2. FEATURES OF UNEXPECTED SIGNIFICANCE 

6.2.1. Should features of high value to the significance of the building/s, or of potential national 

archaeological importance, be identified that would be impacted by the permitted planning 

application, then, the archaeologist will notify the owner, project architect and Barnsley MBC’s 

conservation officer and South Yorkshire Archaeology Service to discuss how these features might 

be preserved or enhanced within the scheme. 
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7 HEALTH AND SAFETY AND INSURANCE 

7.1. HEALTH AND SAFETY 

7.1.1. The archaeological monitoring will be undertaken in accordance with the 1974 Health and Safety 

at Work Act. Appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) will be worn at all times. 

7.1.2. All equipment will be suitable for the purpose and in sound condition and comply with Health and 

Safety Executive recommendations. 

7.1.3. A project specific Risk Assessment will be prepared prior to work commencing on site and all 

personnel will be made aware of all Risks and Hazards associated with the project.   

7.2. INSURANCE 

7.2.1. The JESSOP Consultancy currently holds (as of August 2020) Professional Indemnity cover of 

£2,000,000 (Hiscox policy no: PL-PSC10001920851/00), Public Liability cover for £5,000,000. 

(Aviva policy no: 24765101CHC/UN/000580), and Employers Liability cover for £10,000,000. 

(Aviva policy no: 24765101CHC/UN/000580).  
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8 COPYRIGHT 

8.1. PAPER AND DIGITAL ARCHIVE 

8.1.1. The copyright and ownership of the paper and digital archive from the archaeological work will rest 

with the originating body – The JESSOP Consultancy.  The JESSOP Consultancy will deposit the 

material with the recipient museum or repository on completion of the contracted works, 

whereupon and to whom they will transfer title and/or licence the use of the records. This licence 

will allow the repository to reproduce material, including for use by third parties, with the copyright 

owner suitably acknowledged 

8.2. REPORT 

8.2.1. Full copyright of each report shall be retained by the originating body (the archaeological 

organisation undertaking the work) under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all 

rights reserved, excepting that the Developer will be licensed: to use each report in all matters 

directly relating to the scheme; and to make each report available for public dissemination as part 

of the dissemination measures identified in section 3.4. 
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