2016/1194 & 1195
Applicant: Cardtronics UK LTD
Proposal: Retrospective application for the installation of an internally illuminated ATM with translucent lettering.
Address: NISA Local, Lindhurst Road, Athersley North, Barnsley, S71 3NB
Site Location and Description
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The site of the proposed development is the NISA Local convenience store situated at the junction between Lindhurst Road and Laxton Road situated in the suburb of Athersley North. The surrounding area is generally residential but also features a number of neighbouring D2 and A class businesses. The immediate vicinity surrounding the ATM serves as a car park and entrance way to the convenience store.
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Proposed Development
The applicant is seeking (retrospective) planning permission and consent to display an advertisement for an ATM (cash machine) installed on a southern elevation of the retail premises.
The fascia of the ATM is distinguished by a black bezel surround punctuated with internally illuminated lettering that advertises free cash withdrawals. Green LED halo illumination has been provided to the ATM surround.
The base of the advertisement is 0.549m above ground level and it projects 0.07m from the face of the building. The advertisement measures 1.53m in height x 0.86m wide. The lettering/symbols are a maximum of 10.9cm high.
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Policy Context
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Housing Policy Area
Barnsley Local Development Framework Adopted Core Strategy (CS):

CSP29 – Design – sets out the overarching design principles for the borough to ensure that development is appropriate to its context and states that high quality development will be expected.
Barnsley Unitary Development Plan adopted 2000 (UDP) (saved policies):
H8A – Non Residential Uses in Residential Areas – states that planning permission will be granted for small scale, non-residential uses in Housing Policy Areas if there is no unduly harmful impact on the amenity of neighbouring and nearby residents by way of noise, disturbance, loss of privacy, traffic congestion or other forms of nuisance; there is no unduly harmful visual impact on the character of the residential area; there is no conflict with public safety on the highway and there is satisfactory provision for off-street parking; the use is restricted to providing a service or facility for local residents and there is no conflict with other policies of the plan.
BE6D – consent to display an advertisement will only be granted where the proposal would not be injurious to amenity, by virtue of size, position, location or proliferation and, where appropriate, level of illumination; and where the proposal would not be prejudicial to public safety.

Supplementary Planning Documents (SPD):

Advertisements – states that the main issues in determining an application will usually be the impact of the advertisement on the appearance of the site or building upon which it is displayed and upon the visual character of the area, and the impact of the proposal upon the safety of pedestrians and vehicles.

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF):

Core planning principle 4 states that planning should always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings.

Requiring good design:

· Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development.

· Planning policies and decisions should aim to ensure that developments (amongst other things) will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, respond to local character and history reflect the identity of local surroundings and are visually attractive.
Consultations

BMBC Highways – No objections.
BMBC Regulatory Services – No objections.

Representations

The application has been advertised as being of local interest by way of a site notice and neighbour notification. No representations have been received. 
Guidance

The property is an established store serving the local area. The installation of an ATM/advertisement would provide an additional local facility and is considered to be acceptable subject to compliance with other policy considerations.

The SPD – Advertisements states that signs on shops, businesses and commercial premises should be limited to that which is necessary to identify the premises. Advertisements should, therefore, have regard for the design, scale and proportions of the building or site on which they are displayed. The over provision or poor design of signs can give rise to a cluttered and aggressively commercial appearance which will usually have a damaging impact upon the visual character of the area. The Council is, therefore, unlikely to grant consent for (amongst other things), signs on shops above fascia level and signs which appear out of scale or character with the building or locality.

The SPD further states that the Council is likely to approve signs which are respectful of the architectural features of the building, including first floor windows and shop front details, fascia box signs which do not protrude more than 100mm and are designed using a style of lettering appropriate to the character of the building. Individual letters restricted to the shop name is considered the best option.
For the safety of pedestrians and vehicles, the bottom of any protruding sign should be at least 2.3m above the pavement and should not overhang the carriageway. Illumination should not be excessive.

Assessment
At 1.5m x 0.86m wide with a projection of 0.07m, the size and proportion of the development is typical of convenience store ATM’s throughout the borough and is considered in line with the design requirements stipulated in the NPPF and CSP29. Moreover, the 0.549m height from ground level meets the standards required for the utility of disabled and wheelchair-bound individuals – a positive consideration for universal access and residential amenity.

Indeed the development is of a small and commensurate scale relative to the retail building and an argument could be made that the installation of the ATM has improved what was otherwise a dull and featureless brick wall. 
The advertisement itself correlates appropriately with the teller service provided and though the green illumination contrasts with the yellow of the main store sign it is considered to be consistent with the existing advertisement and not visually out of character. 

As a result of the ATM’s location, well set back from both Lindhurst Road and oblique to Laxton Road, the sign is unlikely to cause a distraction to road users and be detrimental to highway safety.
It is considered that the development accords with CS policy CSP29, UDP policies H8A and BE6D, the relevant planning policy statements in the NPPF relating to requiring good design and the SPD - Advertisements.

Recommendation

Grant subject to conditions:
1. 
The development hereby permitted shall be begun within 3 years from the date of this permission. 
Reason: To comply with the requirements of Section 91 (as amended) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
2.
The development hereby permitted shall only be carried out in accordance with the following documents, unless amendments are made pursuant to the other conditions below:

a) Drawing supplied by ‘Blackwell Mapping’, showing the red line application boundary;


b) Drawing titled ‘Proposed Automated Teller Machine Installation for Cash Zone’, numbered E017091 revision 01 dated 09/07/2015.

c) Drawing titled ‘5884 EXTD FTU Medium Illuminated Surround Sign’, reference NW0031 and originally dated 01/10/14;

d) Design and Access Statement for E017091 COSTCUTTER, Lindhurst Road, Barnsley, S71 3NB
Reason: For the avoidance of doubt and in the interests of visual and residential amenity in accordance with CS policy CSP29, UDP policies H8A and BE6D, the relevant planning policy statements in the NPPF relating to requiring good design and SPD - Advertisements.
3. The means of lighting shall be positioned, angled, screened or baffled to prevent glare,

    reflection or other distraction to highway users and the level of illumination shall comply

    with the current recommendations of the Institution of Lighting Engineers technical

    report no. 5, ‘Brightness of Illuminated Advertisements’.

    Reason: In the interests of highway safety and to accord with the SPD –

    Advertisements.

