Highways and Parking Statement

1. Introduction
This statement accompanies the planning application for a change of use to a children’s role play centre. It addresses concerns raised by Highways Development Control regarding increased use, pedestrian safety, and parking capacity. It is based on direct observations, site visits, and operational planning for the proposed business.

2. Proposed Use Summary
· Use Class: Indoor children’s role play centre (with a small café).
· Opening Hours:
· Weekdays: Two play sessions per day (e.g. 9:30am–11:30am and 12:30pm–2:30pm)
· Weekends: Three sessions per day (e.g. 10:00am–12:00pm, 12:30pm–2:30pm, and 3:00pm–5:00pm)
· Capacity per Session:
· Weekdays: Maximum 20 children + 20 accompanying adults
· Weekends: Maximum 30 children + 30 accompanying adults
· All attendees are pre-booked and all children are accompanied by an adult.

3. Parking Provision
· The unit has 6 dedicated private parking spaces.
· The wider business park offers a substantial number of shared-use parking bays, many of which are accessible within a 2–3 minute walk from the unit.
· On-site parking surveys have been conducted by the applicant on multiple occasions:
Parking Survey Observations:
	Day
	Time
	Available Bays (within short walk)

	Weekday (Wednesday)
	10:00am
	27 bays

	Weekday (Thursday)
	1:00pm
	22 bays

	Weekend (Saturday)
	10:30am
	41 bays

	Weekend (Sunday)
	1:00pm
	46 bays


· These observations were taken at the times that sessions would typically begin or be in progress.
· Weekend observations consistently showed more than 40 free spaces, as most other businesses on the estate are closed, leaving ample capacity for family visitors to the centre.

4. Traffic and Access Management
· All sessions are pre-booked, enabling the centre to manage the number of visitors at any given time.
· Visitors are informed in advance of start/end times to avoid vehicle queuing or congestion at entrances.
· No drop-in traffic will be permitted. This avoids unpredictable surges in visitors.
· Deliveries and waste collection will be scheduled outside of peak visitor times.

5. Pedestrian Access and Safety
· There is a dedicated footpath from Wilthorpe Road into the business park.
· All children are accompanied by parents, so no unsupervised minors will walk through the park.
· Internal wayfinding signage and marked pedestrian routes will be installed, and staff will provide additional direction during busier sessions.
· During high-volume times (weekends), a staff member may be stationed at the entrance to assist with guidance and monitoring.

6. Staff Travel and Parking
· Staff will number 2–3 per session and will utilise either the unit’s own parking spaces or travel by public transport/car share.
· A bus stop is located on Wilthorpe Road within walking distance of the site.

7. Conclusion
· The proposed business is low impact, with controlled session attendance and clear traffic and access management measures.
· Parking surveys demonstrate that the wider estate can accommodate visitor parking needs, particularly at weekends, when the business expects its peak usage.
· The proposed use meets the requirements of Local Plan policies T3 and T4, offering safe and accessible parking and pedestrian access for all users.

