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Please see below some standard pre-planning application comments which are regularly send out to developers so they can inform their ecological consultants before they do the detailed ecological assessment:

· An ecological report from suitably qualified consultants is required.  This normally means that they are a Member of CIEEM or the surveyor is a lower class of member of the Institute but the report is overseen by an MIEEM.  An ‘extended phase 1 habitat survey’ is required plus consideration of interesting and notable flora and fauna found on the site, with surveys conducted at the appropriate times of the year.
· Their ecologist should have gained and interpreted records from at least the following sources: Barnsley Biological Records Centre (BBRC) https://www.barnsley.gov.uk/services/environment-and-planning/countryside/general-information-on-barnsleys-green-spaces ; South Yorkshire Badger Group and South Yorkshire Bat Group.   The data from BBRC should include data on Local Wildlife Sites (non-statutory nature sites) within 2km which do not appear on the MAGIC website.   If the site is within 5km of a ’European’ designated site, data should be interpreted regarding those sites too.
· It would be helpful if the greater value which has developed and is recorded by the ecologists is retained within the greenspace proposals the developer puts forward within the site boundary. 
· Mitigation for biodiversity losses should be recommended in sufficient detail so that they may be conditioned – for example, street/ lighting alongside boundaries with external greenspace should be directional downwards so as to minimise the impacts on bats.  Ecological consultants should not make statements like ‘the developer could incorporate some bat boxes, etc.’ – they should make detailed recommendations.  They could include planting of native species of guaranteed native provenance within the landscaping plans in areas of public access.  Biodiversity enhancements – as encouraged by the NPPF - could be proposed - such as a small pond for wildlife within the POS or combined with a SuDS drainage system.  
· If the proposal site is within the Dearne Valley Green Heart ‘Nature Improvement Area’ (see Barnsley’s adopted Core Strategy) then biodiversity enhancements are always required.  These measures may be modest, such as a new wildflower plot or a native-species hedgerow.
· If a separate drawing of proposed biodiversity mitigation/ enhancement measures is not provided, any landscape design drawings should clearly identify which proposals contribute to biodiversity.
· A maintenance guarantee of at least 5 years for biodiversity measures needs to be shown.
· This list is not exhaustive and does not replace standard ecological assessments requirements for planning application purposes required across the country.  There may be some of the above standard comments which are no applicable for some planning applications (eg badger data for a barn conversion).
· The applicant is advised that the biodiversity information/ecological assessment provided as part of this application will be made available to Barnsley Biological Records Centre. This will assist in a key principle of the National Planning Policy Framework that planning policies and decisions should be based on up-to date information about the natural environment and other characteristics of the area by building up the data base of up-to-date ecological information and this will help in future decision making. 
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