Design and Access Statement
Proposed Change of Use from Residential (Class C3) to Professional services (Class E(c)(ii))
1. Introduction
This Design and Access Statement supports a planning application for the use of an existing summer house within the residential curtilage as a small-scale dog grooming facility. The proposal has been designed to ensure it is appropriate to the site, sympathetic to its surroundings, and accessible for its intended use.
2. Site Context
The application site is a residential property with an established rear garden containing an existing summer house. The surrounding area is residential in character.
The summer house is positioned within the garden and is not prominent from the public realm, ensuring that its use does not impact the visual character of the area.
3. Design Principles
Scale and Use
The proposal is modest in scale and clearly subordinate to the main dwelling:
· Maximum of 4 dogs per day
· No employees
· Appointment-only system
The low intensity of use ensures the development remains compatible with a residential setting.
Layout
The grooming activity will be contained entirely within the existing summer house. No extensions or external alterations are proposed.
The separation from the main dwelling allows for:
· Better noise containment
· Clear functional use of space
· Minimal disruption to the household and neighbours

Appearance
No changes are proposed to the external appearance of the building:
· No signage
· No commercial branding
· No additional structures
The site will retain its residential appearance, preserving the character of the surrounding area.
Impact on Surroundings
The design minimises impact through:
· Pick up & drop off only
· No increase in parking demand
· Controlled noise levels
The proposal is therefore considered a suitable and sensitive response to the site and its setting.
4. Access
General Access
Access to the site is via the existing residential entrance. Access arrangements remain unchanged.
Accessibility for Users
The only regular user of the facility is the applicant. The summer house is easily accessible within the garden and provides a safe, practical working environment.
The nature of the business does not require public access, and therefore no additional accessibility measures are necessary.
5. Conclusion
The proposed development represents a well-considered and low-impact use of an existing structure within a residential setting.
· The design is appropriate to the site and preserves local character
· The scale and nature of the use ensure minimal impact
· Access arrangements are adequate and unchanged
Overall, the proposal is a suitable and sustainable form of small-scale development, and approval is respectfully requested.

