













	Planning Officer: 

 

S

Ref: 2026/0606
	


Our Ref: B/

Date: 28th August 2026

PLANNING CONSULTATION RESPONSE

Development

	[bookmark: _Hlk194916145]Reserved Matters application (with layout, scale, landscaping and appearance under consideration) for the erection of 173 dwellings, laying out of open space and associated infrastructure pursuant to outline planning consent 2024/0122 (Appeal APP/R4408/W/25/335991): Outline planning application for demolition of existing structures and erection of residential dwellings with associated infrastructure and open space. All matters reserved apart from access into the site






  Location

	Land north of Hemingfield Road, Hemingfield, Barnsley



Thank you for giving South Yorkshire Police ‘Designing Out Crime Officer’ the opportunity to review this planning application.
It is evident from the submitted plans and accompanying Design and Access Statement that the principles of Secured by Design (SBD) and Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED) have been thoughtfully and comprehensively embedded within the design and layout of the proposed development. This reflects a commendable commitment to creating a safe, secure, and sustainable environment for future occupants.

While reviewing this application, I kindly request that the following comments be taken into consideration. If deemed necessary, please condition them (or in part) as part of this process.

South Yorkshire Police encourages applicants to build/refurbish developments incorporating the guidelines of Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design (CPTED). Along with enhanced security schemes such as BREEAM, SABRE and Secured by Design (SBD) that offer developers additional security information and accreditation. Enhanced security schemes have been proven to reduce the opportunity for crime and the fear of crime as well as creating safer, more secure, and sustainable environments.

Based on the current specification, if the development has full street lighting and all external doors and windows are manufactured to meet PAS 24 standards and are SBD accredited, the development could achieve an award under the Secured by Design scheme. This would represent a significant enhancement to the overall safety and security of the site.
 
The requirements can be found in the Secured by Design Residential (Homes) Guide 2025.
RESIDENTIAL GUIDE 2025 27325.pdf

Should the developer decide not to apply for Secured by Design accreditation, the below recommendations are the minimum required to meet Building Regulations (Document Q) and provide a reasonable level of security.

Boundary treatments

I can see from the plans that all rear boundary treatments for each plot are at least 1800mm with a mixture of masonry and timber which are recommended.

Additional trellis topping fencing can be added to the top of any fencing to enhance the security and prevent climbing access. This type of fence topping is fragile and will break when climbed. It also allows for better natural surveillance through the fencing.

I also observed on the plans that each property will have an access gate restricting access to the rear. I would recommend that these should be positioned near to the front building line to eliminate recesses and to increase natural surveillance restricting unauthorised access. The gates should be 1800mm tall made of heavy-duty timber or reinforced steel featuring heavy duty keyed locks operable from both sides with tamper proof hinges.

Any fencing placed on top of a wall should be aligned to the front face of the wall to reduce any climbing points.

Dwelling front boundaries.

Plots with open front gardens, should have a marked boundary that clearly distinguishes the private space of the garden, from the public space outside it. This should consist of hedge / low wall / fence / railings of around 1m in height. The Barnsley Supplementary Planning Guidance document P13.1 refers.

Open plan frontages often contribute to complaints of nuisance and anti-social behaviour. By having a robust form of boundary treatment, there will be no dispute over ownership and maintenance of plots. 

Rear gardens. Side boundaries dividing house plots from each other.

I have read that you propose to provide fencing to a minimum height of 1800mm and where necessary 2000mm for the restriction of noise. I would recommend that all timber fencing should be close boarded, however I am happy with the proposals. 

Public spaces to be well overlooked and illuminated.

All public open space (POS) and publicly accessible areas should be designed to allow as much supervision as possible from nearby dwellings. This means including windows in gable elevations where appropriate. Lighting provision should be able to support this.

In addition, boundaries between public and private space needs to be clearly defined, including features that prevent unauthorised vehicle access such as A frame and K barriers.

From viewing the plans, the LEAP which is aimed at young children is close to the main entrance which could facilitate offender behaviour and would be better positioned further into the estate and this would also reduce the casual use of the equipment from non-resident families.

Plot 53 faces on to the track for the farmer to gain access under the parkway, my concerns are what consideration has been given to limit the access for the farmer only and will it stop the tunnel getting used as a place for anti-social behaviour to occur. 

Currently Barnsley is seeing a number of incidents where off road bikes are been ridden around open green spaces causing damage, to prevent this I would recommend the green spaces have lockable vehicle access and measures in place to stop any motor bikes gaining access to cause ASB. I understand this is also a public right of way but would recommend a gate/barrier and A frame K Frame would be a better option as these can be adapted after installation and are more mobility friendly to restrict access.

Trees and vegetation.

In order to maximise natural surveillance on the site all soft landscaping must be subject to a management scheme in order to maintain the heights and densities of the vegetation.
Trees should have their canopy maintained at 2m from the ground and low growing bushes and vegetation should be maintained to 1m in height. Trees should not be planted within 5 metres of a light source, as the branches can cause damage or reduce the effectiveness of the light.
Defensible planting can be used as boundary treatments. Hostile plants such as Berberis Vulgaris can be planted parallel to fencing or below ground floor windows to create defensible space.

External lighting.
Street lighting 
Street lighting along the highways and private estate roads to properties is essential. If the roads are not adopted as Highway and maintained by the Local Authority, clarification of who would be responsible for the street lighting maintenance will be required. No lighting provision along unadopted roads and private access roads would leave properties vulnerable to crime and is unacceptable.
All street lighting for both adopted highways and footpaths, private estate roads and footpaths and car parks must comply with BS5489-1:2020 standard. Where conflict with other statutory provisions occurs, such as developments within conservation areas, requirements should be discussed with the local authority lighting engineer.
It is advised that LED lighting standards are installed to produce downward lighting. This lighting should give a uniform spread of light around the site and not have any large areas of pooling or shading.
Bollard lighting is not an appropriate lighting method and should not form part of the main lighting plan (or indeed used as bollards for traffic control, unless accredited to the appropriate standard) they should only be used for wayfinding. Not only are the lights heads easily obscured, but they also suffer repeated criminal damage and are frequently damaged by reversing vehicles, more critically they do not provide sufficient light at the right height to aid facial recognition and do not reduce the fear of crime, deter crime and antisocial behaviour.
Dwelling lighting
The contractors should provide external lighting to all dwellings such as low energy photoelectric cell or dusk until dawn lighting above all access doors of the building. Any fittings and wiring should be vandal resistant and located within inaccessible positions to deter any criminal damage.
Security measures.
Doorsets
As per Building Regulations (Approved Document Q), doors and windows should be to one of the following standards.
All doorsets allowing direct access into to the home, e.g., front and rear doors, interconnecting garage doorsets, French doors, bi-fold or sliding patio doorsets, dedicated private flat or apartment entrance doorsets, communal doorsets, easily accessible balcony doorsets. shall be certificated to one of the following standards:
· PAS 24:2022
· STS 201 
· Issue 14:2021 or LPS 1175 
· Issue 7.2:2014 Security Rating 2+ or LPS 1175 
· Issue 8:2018 Security Rating A3+, or STS 202 
· Issue 10:2021 Burglary Rating 2 or LPS 2081 
· Issue 1.1:2016 Security Rating B or STS 222 
All new builds should have the best possible door locks installed, especially the euro-profile cylinder lock types. Some of the door sets quoted above can include a minimum standard euro cylinder lock that meets TS007 standards and is 3 Star Rated. These locks offer less resistance to crimes relating to lock snapping which is still a common method of burglary across South Yorkshire.
Windows.
Window frames must be securely fixed to the building fabric in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions and specifications. All easily accessible windows (including easily accessible roof lights and roof windows) must be certificated to one of the following standards:
· PAS 24 standard, 
· LPS 1175: Issue 8:2019 Security Rating B10 or above, 
· STS 201 or STS 202: Issue 3, BR2.
Ideally, laminated glass should be installed in any vulnerable ground floor, or higher easily accessible windows, to BS EN 356 1A rating, so that if there are any attempts of entry the glass will remain intact.
Sheds and storage.
The plans show that each plot will have cycle storage. Sheds used for cycle storage should have sufficient security for the value of goods stored. 
Any cycle storage should not have any windows installed. The door hinges, including the hasp and staple should be coach-bolted through the shed structure. Any padlocks should be certified to Sold Secure Silver or LPS 1654 issue 1.1 2014 SR1. 
A bicycle security ground anchor should be fitted, certified to Sold Secure Silver Standard or LPS 1175 issue 8 (2019) SR1, and securely fixed to the concrete foundation of the shed.
Car parking.
Provision should be in curtilage parking or within view of the car owner’s home. Where communal car parking areas are necessary, they should be in small groups, close and adjacent to homes and must be within view of the active rooms within these homes It may be necessary to provide additional windows to facilitate overlooking of the parking facility. Rear parking court areas hidden from view behind garden fencing are unacceptable. They are known to become associated with nuisance and anti-social behaviour as well as increasing the opportunity for car crime and rear access burglary.
The plots which highlight concerns on the plans are:
Plots 4 and 142 parking spaces are the rear of the dwellings and cannot be seen because of the boundary treatment.
Plot 7 parking is outside plot 8 on the plans and this could cause parking issues between residents.
Plots 20, 21 and 135 have parking set away from the dwelling which is not covered by natural surveillance
Plot 98 parking is set to the side and not in close view from the dwelling
Garages and parking for plots 163 and 167 are away from the dwellings, plots 142-167 are also close to the public right of way.
This would not provide natural surveillance and potential see an increase in criminal activity. 
Barnsley Council do state in the Design of Housing Development document “Measures to design out crime should be considered at an early stage of the design process.” These should include maximising opportunities for natural surveillance and ensuring a clear definition of public and private spaces. Development should take account of the guidance within the Secured by Design website’.
Bin stores.
I see on the plans that space has been identified at the back of each dwelling for the bins that BMBC require each dwelling to use and that this is away from the property to avoid allowing the bins to be used as a climbing aid for any potential offenders. As stated above I recommend that the gates are lockable.
Intruder alarms.
I would recommend installing an intruder alarm into each plot to provide additional security. Suitable standards are to BS EN 50131 or PD6662 (wired alarm system) or BS 6799 (wire free alarm system).
[bookmark: _Hlk108513942]Summary

South Yorkshire Police feel that the above recommendations would be beneficial to the security and safety of the site users. Therefore, it is advised that the points raised in this document should be implemented. 

Even though the Designing Out Crime Officer has no further comment to make regarding this application, other comments which may not support the application may be made by other Police departments.

It is important to keep your development secure throughout the construction phase. For further advice: - https://www.securedbydesign.com/images/CONSTRUCTION_SITE_SECURITY_GUIDE_A4_8pp.pdf

S106 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. South Yorkshire Police retain the right to consider applying for S106 expression of interest for policing support towards the new housing development at the above location.
	
Any submission will be in accordance with the following S106’s requirements:
•	Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms.
•	Fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development.
•	Directly related to the development.

Submissions may be made where a significant policing demand/risk may be generated by a new development. Crime pattern analysis, local needs and central resourcing are factored in when considering additional policing demand.

Developer contributions will only be used by South Yorkshire Police to fund infrastructure costs arising from, and linked to the development which in turn, will increase policing demand and the need to invest in critical infrastructure in support of service delivery.

Any proposal will be proportionate and reasonable in line with the police position on S106 application to support local policing where there are new demands on resources. This could include buildings, vehicles, equipment, and information technology hardware which may be situated in specific locations within the South Yorkshire Police area.

Should you wish to discuss these comments and recommendations or require further details on any of the points mentioned in this report please contact me on the details below.

Yours sincerely

Nicola Doolan-Hamer
Designing out Crime Officer 

South Yorkshire Police
Barnsley District
e-mail: nicola.doolan@southyorkshire.police.uk

South Yorkshire Police
In an emergency: 999
Non-emergency: 101 
southyorks.police.uk
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