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Watching Brief Method Statement 



Geo2 Remediation Ltd
11 The Mending Rooms,
Sunny Bank Mills
Town Street, Farsley
Leeds
LS28 5UJ

Phone 0113 257 5397
Email info@geo2.co.uk
Web www.geo2.co.uk

Generic Watching Brief Method Statement

This method statement aims to establish a structure by which site works / development 
contractors will be able to effectively meet the requirements of a watching brief. A watching brief 
is frequently proposed as part of planning conditions imposed onto any brownfield site, or a site 
potentially affected by contaminants. This methodology proposed a strategy which allows the site 
workers to effectively undertake these works themselves without the need for a full time 
environmental specialist.

Requirements of a Nominated Competent Person (CP)

The party undertaking the site works will nominate a Competent Person (CP) who will be
responsible for providing a watching brief over all excavation, soil handling works associated with 
construction and for ensuring site workers conform to appropriate PPE requirements at all times. 
The CP will be on-site during all enabling, and construction works.

The CP will be briefed by Geo2 on environmental management during or in advance of the 
groundworks at an on-site meeting to be held prior to the commencement of works. This would 
typically address the following issues;

! A review of any existing site information with regard to areas of potential contamination 
both identified and unidentified,

! Types of contamination which may be encountered and also potential for unexpected 
contamination, and means of identification,

! Potential risks associated with  contaminants, with regard to health and safety concerns of 
construction workers,

! Potential for waste disposal issues,
! Ensuring that the CP is confident and capable of undertaking the practical responsibilities 

identified,
! Any additional site specific concerns or factors which may prove relevant to works, such 

as any visual monitoring / inspection requirements (e.g. daily observations of adjacent 
streams etc).

The CP would be required to maintain records of any issues, as detailed above, which would be 
encountered during the programme of works. Records should detail the time and date, nature of 
any incident, or detail of potentially contaminated soils encountered, location of this material, 



where possible extent and the actions undertaken to ensure this was appropriately classified. 
These would be required to be submitted to the client and Geo2 to ensure that an appropriate 
validation report could be complied to enable the planning conditions to be lifted. Records should 
be available onsite at all times for inspection as required.

The CP is also responsible for contacting Geo2 in the event of encountering situations requiring 
environmental management. A Geo2 contact will be ascribed to each site, so suitable site specific 
advice will be available over the phone as necessary. Site visits can be arranged at short notice 
to assist with any potentially significant issues.

Unexpected Contamination

Unexpected contamination may comprise impacted sub-soil, or structures such as underground 
storage tanks (UST), subsurface features, pipes, sumps or chambers with associated 
contamination observed beneath the site during the redevelopment works.

Where apparently contaminated sub-soils (or waters) are encountered, the permanent nominated 
CP should be contacted for assessment.

As a guide, apparently contaminated sub-soils or waters may comprise visually impacted and 
strongly odorous material. Encountered odours could be petrol, diesel, solvents or oil-like. Should 
materials of this description, or other description following a site specific briefing, be encountered 
and this material be considered to be unidentified, Geo2 should be contacted. In such 
circumstances, the affected area should be isolated and work in the area stopped, pending the 
Geo2 consultant visit to sample or assess the soil. The area should remain isolated whilst the 
samples are analysed at an appropriate laboratory, if considered necessary.

Based on the results and in comparison with adopted screening criteria, Geo2 will determine 
whether the identified materials present a significant environmental risk. Should the soil need to 
be removed in line with the proposed development programme, or as a result of a risk based 
analysis, validation samples will be collected from the edge of the excavation by a Geo2 site 
engineer.

All waste should be appropriately isolated and stored to prevent spreading contamination across 
the site. Waste should then be classified and disposed of in accordance with the applicable waste 
management regulations under full duty of care documentation. Potential exists for hazardous 
waste to be present, and this should also be dealt with in accordance with the relevant legislation.

Should unidentified underground features be encountered, such as tanks or fuel delivery lines,
that require removal in line with the proposed development, they should be appropriately 
decommissioned.  Decommissioning should comprise pumping and removal of waste water and 
any sediment in accordance with the applicable waste management regulations under full duty of 
care documentation. Water and sediment waste may need to be sampled and analysed to 
determine whether it needs to be disposed of as hazardous. 

Should any structure encountered remain in situ, Geo2 should be contacted to ensure that any 
potential impact that may be associated with this feature can be appropriately addressed, if 
necessary. This process may entail additional sampling works, which would require the identified 
area to be isolated until Geo2 site staff are able to attend site.



Following removal of any such structure, the CP should inspect the excavations for apparently 
impacted materials. Should apparently contaminated material be identified beneath or adjacent to 
the structure, Geo2 should be contacted to undertake further sampling and analysis. All results will 
be included in the Validation Report. 

The relevant planning authorities will be notified should any unexpected contamination be 
identified and any remedial actions that are required as a result of encountered materials will be 
agreed prior to the work being carried out.

Sampling Procedure

All samples obtained by Geo2 will be stored in appropriate vessels for the required analysis and 
stored in controlled conditions prior to submission to an appropriately accredited laboratory. All 
samples will be obtained in line with standard industry guidance. 

Validation Report

This typically forms the final part of any contaminated land planning condition and allows the 
client or local authority certainty that any contaminated land encountered during works has 
been appropriately addressed and the condition of remaining soils (and groundwater if 
applicable) is understood. This may be compiled by Geo2 (typically in the event of unexpected 
contamination being encountered) or by the Client (this may take the form of a brief letter, 
stating the completed nature of the site and a brief description of conditions encountered).

Geo2 Contact

A Geo2 contact will be prescribed to the site upon implementation of the watching brief. If there 
are any other queries Geo2 can be contacted on the office number at 0113 257 5397
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245, BARNSLEY ROAD
WOMBWELL
BARNSLEY
SOUTH YORKSHIRE

27 April 2018
Date enquiry received: 27 April 2018
Issue date: 27 April 2018

Date of enquiry:

Our reference: 51001834365001
Your reference: 164345359_2|
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CON29M Non-Residential Mining Report

Client name

LANDMARK INFORMATION GROUP LIMITED

Enquiry address

245, BARNSLEY ROAD, WOMBWELL, BARNSLEY,
SOUTH YORKSHIRE

Approximate position of property

This report is based on, and limited to, the records held by the Coal
Authority and the Cheshire Brine Subsidence Compensation Board's
records, at the time we answer the search.

How to contact us

/company/the-coal-authority

/coalauthority

0345 762 6848 (UK)
+44 (0)1623 637 000 (International)

200 Lichfield Lane
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG18 4RG

www.groundstability.com

/thecoalauthority

Ordnance Survey Licence number: 100020315

Reproduced by permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of
HMSO. © Crown copyright and
database right 2018. All rights
reserved.
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CON29M Non-Residential Mining Report, reference 51001834365001

Page 2 of  8



Summary

Has the search report highlighted evidence or potential of

1 Past underground coal mining Yes

2 Present underground coal mining No

3 Future underground coal mining Yes

4 Mine entries No

5 Coal mining geology No

6 Past opencast coal mining No

7 Present opencast coal mining No

8 Future opencast coal mining No

9 Coal mining subsidence No

10 Mine gas No

11 Hazards related to coal mining No

12 Withdrawal of support Yes

13 Working facilities order No

14 Payments to owners of former copyhold land No

15 Information from the Cheshire Brine Subsidence Compensation Board No

For detailed findings, please go to page 4.
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Detailed findings

1. Past underground coal mining
The property is in a surface area that could be affected by underground mining in 7 seams of coal
at 110m to 600m depth, and last worked in 1981.

Any movement in the ground due to coal mining activity should have stopped.

2. Present underground coal mining
The property is not within a surface area that could be affected by present underground mining.

3. Future underground coal mining
The property is not in an area where the Coal Authority has plans to grant a licence to remove coal
using underground methods.

The property is not in an area where a licence has been granted to remove or otherwise work coal
using underground methods.

The property is not in an area likely to be affected from any planned future underground coal
mining.

However, reserves of coal exist in the local area which could be worked at some time in the future.

No notices have been given, under section 46 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991, stating that
the land is at risk of subsidence.

4. Mine entries
There are no known coal mine entries within, or within 20 metres of, the boundary of the property.

5. Coal mining geology
The Coal Authority is not aware of any damage due to geological faults or other lines of weakness
that have been affected by coal mining.
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6. Past opencast coal mining
The property is not within the boundary of an opencast site from which coal has been removed by
opencast methods.

7. Present opencast coal mining
The property does not lie within 200 metres of the boundary of an opencast site from which coal is
being removed by opencast methods.

8. Future opencast coal mining
There are no licence requests outstanding to remove coal by opencast methods within 800 metres
of the boundary.

The property is not within 800 metres of the boundary of an opencast site for which a licence to
remove coal by opencast methods has been granted.

9. Coal mining subsidence
The Coal Authority has not received a damage notice or claim for the subject property, or any
property within 50 metres of the enquiry boundary, since 31st October 1994.

There is no current Stop Notice delaying the start of remedial works or repairs to the property.

The Coal Authority is not aware of any request having been made to carry out preventive works
before coal is worked under section 33 of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991.

10. Mine gas
The Coal Authority has no record of a mine gas emission requiring action.

11. Hazards related to coal mining
The property has not been subject to remedial works, by or on behalf of the Authority, under its
Emergency Surface Hazard Call Out procedures.

The property is in an area where notices to withdraw support were given in 1946 and 1983.

The property is not in an area where a notice has been given under section 41 of the Coal Industry
Act 1994, cancelling the entitlement to withdraw support.

12. Withdrawal of support

13. Working facilities order
The property is not in an area where an order has been made, under the provisions of the Mines
(Working Facilities and Support) Acts 1923 and 1966 or any statutory modification or amendment
thereof.

14. Payments to owners of former copyhold land
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The property is not in an area where a relevant notice has been published under the Coal Industry
Act 1975/Coal Industry Act 1994.

15. Information from the Cheshire Brine Subsidence Compensation Board
The property lies outside the Cheshire Brine Compensation District.
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Additional remarks
Information provided by the Coal Authority in this report is compiled in response to the Law
Society’s Con29M Coal Mining and Brine Subsidence Claim enquiries. The said enquiries are
protected by copyright owned by the Law Society of 113 Chancery Lane, London WC2A 1PL. Please
note that Brine Subsidence Claim enquiries are only relevant for England and Wales. This report is
prepared in accordance with the Law Society’s Guidance Notes 2006, the User Guide 2006 and the
Coal Authority and Cheshire Brine Board’s Terms and Conditions applicable at the time the report
was produced.

Disclaimer
The Coal Authority owns the copyright in this report and the information used to produce this
report is protected by our database rights. All rights are reserved and unauthorised use is
prohibited. If we provide a report for you, this does not mean that copyright and any other rights
will pass to you. However, you can use the report for your own purposes.

Alternative formats
If you would like this report in an alternative format, please contact our communications team.
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Enquiry boundary

Key

Approximate position of enquiry
boundary shown

How to contact us

/company/the-coal-authority

/coalauthority

0345 762 6848 (UK)
+44 (0)1623 637 000 (International)

200 Lichfield Lane
Mansfield
Nottinghamshire
NG18 4RG

www.groundstability.com

/thecoalauthority

Ordnance Survey Licence number: 100020315

Reproduced by permission of
Ordnance Survey on behalf of
HMSO. © Crown copyright and
database right 2018. All rights
reserved.
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