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1.0 BACKGROUND
The Environment Agency, Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council, Darfield
Community Association, Barnsley Development Agency, Villages Four
Community Partnership and Houghton Main Angling Club are working in
partnership to enhance the environment alongside the River Dearne,
upstream of the A635 Doncaster Road, in Darfield (Figure 1).

Planning Permission has been received for the works in river, together with a
footpath and car park. We are applying for a further Planning Permission to
this Environment Agency owned land alongside the River Dearne, This further
application is for a shorter (290m) footpath of crushed limestone, and
supercedes our original plan for an ::::900m footpath (20mm D.B. surface
course, 35mm base course and 100mm Tye 1 sub-base).

Our improvements will help to transform the riverside into an easily
accessible, well managed and wildlife-rich place.

The project is fully in line with the vision of the Dearne Valley Green Heart
Partnership, a group which includes the Environment Agency, Natural
England, the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, as well as the
Barnsley, Doncaster and Rotherham local authorities. Dearne Valley Green
Heart aims include working with local people to open up access to the
countryside, helping people to get active, encouraging visitors to the area and
make the valley a 'cleaner, greener place'.

Our planning application forms part of Darfield Community Association's own
community regeneration project 'Darfield Green Heart', which seeks to:

• Increase local awareness and appreciation of the natural environment
• Enhance the green infrastructure of Darfield, and
• Develop a sustainable community enterprise project based on the

town's natural assets.

The community's need and desire for the project is supported by analysis of
public consultation carried out by the Community Association as part of their
scoping study for the Darfield ·Green Heart project. The consultations
(conducted by Clearview Consultancy) highlighted concern over the use of
green spaces in the area and supported the Association's proposals to
improve local recreational opportunities and the environment.

We will improve physical access to green space in Darfield by creating a
footpath from the main road access to the weir (Figure 1). A rock ramp fish
pass has recently been built at the weir, which now forms an.attractive visual
feature. A wider area of path near the weir will act as a viewing platform. A
passing place will also be constructed part way along the path.

The path will sit on top of a temporary access road, built to enable earlier
works to the nearby weir. The access road has been buried under topsoil as
the original profile of the bank has been restored. The path and track will allow
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Environment Agency operatives safe access to the weir for regular
inspections and maintenance as well as emergency access in times of flood.

Figure 1. The project site alongside the River Dearne at Darfield, showing
the extent of our footpath and a cross-section through the path ..

I
I
I

'-Ii" I
I
I
I

"""''-''.<'''1.4... .,~ I
I
I
I
I
I
I

4 I
I

I

-(all .

Gt:tadt....... ~ 1llIi'l
fYPC.tL. CJr)SS SE.."1DIi
l!!l:;l;

I
I
I
I I



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

2.0 EXISTING USE

The river bank is already popular with walkers, dog walkers and anglers
(Table 1). The Houghton Main Angling Club lease fishing rights upstream of
Darfield weir, from the Environment Agency.

At present, mobility-impaired people, the elderly, or those with prams I
pushchairs, have difficulty accessing the site. The banks of the river are often
muddy and rutted. Rutting, as well as making walking difficult, can eventually
affect the protection level of a bank. Despite being near to the centre of
Darfield, the site is somewhat hidden from view and is not necessarily inviting
to the general public.

Table 1. Recreational use of the project area during 27.5 hours of observation
in September 2009 and 11.75 hours of observation in October 2009. Data
collected by Darfield Community Association.

Number per hour
September minimum maximum average

Dog walkers 0.0 6.4 2.2

Walkers 0.0 4.0 1.0

Anglers 0.0 3.3 0.8

Others 0.0 1.1 0.3

October minimum maximum average

Dog walkers 0.8 5.0 2.8

Walkers 0.0 6.7 2.5

Anglers 0.0 8.0 3.4

Others 0.0 2.7 0.9

In recent months, the river bank has become even harder to walk, as
unauthorised 4x4 access has led to deep ruts developing. The Police have
been contacted by the Community Organisation following suspicion of the
4x4's being used for illegal activity, including poaching (a butchered deer
carcass has been found on site). Whilst monitoring the site use in September
and October 2008, the Community Association recorded off-road vehicles
using the site on five separate occasions.
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3.0 FUTURE USE

The footpath will allow a wider range of people to access the site than is
possible at present. In particular, the footpath will make the location more
attractive for the elderly, and for parents with young children.

Angling will be accessible to a wider range of people. At present, the ground
conditions discourage anglers from taking the full range of tackle, bait and
nets that they might otherwise use.

Improving access to the river will allow Houghton Main Fishing Club to
organise competitions, earning revenue for the club. Competitions are already
starting at this location, following the installation of platforms in 2008.
However, provision of the footpath will make the venue more attractive.
Although the path will only extend as far as the weir, this area (between the
road and the weir) was where ground conditions have been at their worst.
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Due to the limited number of fishing platforms (23), competitions will remain
relatively small scale. In the 2009/2010 coarse fishing season, Houghton
Main booked two club matches on the river, each of which had about 20
competitors. Another angling club has also booked the river for an angling
match. This contest had about ten competitors. Increasing numbers of
competitions will put Darfteld 'on the map' as a place to fish, bringing
economic benefits to the town. Day tickets for the fishery are on sale in local
shops.

The British Disabled Angling Association have unfortunately assessed the site
as not being suitable for use by disabled anglers, due to the distance of the
fishery from suitable parking. The steepness of the banks also meant that
'accessible' angling platforms could not be built at Darfteld, due to the amount
of excavation that would have been required to construct access ramps of
suitable gradient.

The Environment Agency require access to the weir for regular maintenance,
such as rubbish clearance, and for emergency access in time of flood. This
path will enable staff to travel safely from the road to the weir without causing
damage to the bank.
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DARFIELD UPON DEARNE ENHANCEMENTS

ARCHAEOLOGY STATEMENT

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Our planning application is for 290m of footpath (Figure 1):

Figure 1. The project site alongside the River Dearne at Darfield, showing
location of footpath, together with a cross-section.
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2.0 LANDSCAPE HISTORY

The River Dearne around Darfield has been much modified from its original
course. Historically, the river took a meandering course to the east of the
railway line before rejoining the modem channel just upstream of where the
A635 road bridge now stands (Figure 2). This original course is marked by a
series of pools and possibly the Parish boundary.

The river was not diverted from this course when the railway line was
originally built (around 1840). The river passed under the railway line at the
top of the present straight section and returned under a bridge near the
Doncaster Road. This bridge still exists and a small watercourse passes
under it today (Figure 3).

A mill was operating to the east of the railway line at the time the railway was
built. The river was apparently realigned to run parallel to the railway line after
this mill was closed (date unknown). Structures associated with this mill
appear to still be present, associated with the residential site to the east of the
railway line.

A second mill might have stood on the straightened section of the river, to the
west of the railway line. The river was diverted away from this structure during
the most recent river realignement, which occurred in the 1950s or 1960s,
when the section of river approaching Darfield bridge was moved away from
the straight course alongside the railway, to its current location.

Figure 2. The River Deame north of Darfield Bridge, showing the locations of
the original course of the river (- - - ), the first realignement (- - -), the most
recent realignment (- . -), the existing Darfield weir (solid red circle) and the
two former mill sites (broken red circles).

.-----
;\
! \
I.\,

.....,-......-\\

.....
'fl!ll

,-

4



II
II
I
I
I
I
I

I

I
II
I

I
II
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

I I
I
I

Figure 3. The bridge near Doncaster Road, through which the Dearne used to
flow. ..

3.0 ARCHAEOLOGY ASSOCIATED WITH THE PROJECT

Andrew Lines of South Yorkshire Archaeological Services (SYAS) has been
consulted about our project and has advised that there will be minimal
archaeological impact associated with the works.

Our work will not be taking place near the historic mill sites.

SYAS have identified a linear feature of 'minor interest' which crosses the
area of the roadward end of the footpath. This feature was depicted on the 151

Edition Ordinance Survey map of 1854. It is not clear what the feature is, but it
may be a goit, drainage feature or ha-ha (a fence or wall set in a ditch so as to
hide it from view). The feature is thought to be associated with Middlewood
Hall and the park.

If construction in this area is limited to the topsoil, then the feature might not
be disturbed. However, if construction requires excavation to a greater depth
then some limited recording may be required. Contractors will be made aware
of the feature and will notify the Project Manager (Jerome Masters,
Environment Agency) if it is discovered. A decision on what recording will be
required will then be made, in consultation with SYAS.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Our project consists of:

• Constructing a footpath on Environment Agency owned land along the
right bank of the river to link road access to the weir (approximately SE
4208004613 to SE 42000 05048),

2.0 HABITAT SURVEY

In 1995, the National Rivers Authority carried out a River Corridor Survey
(RCS) as part of their River Dearne Corridor Study, The section of this survey
relevantto our project is RCS length 25, covering =: 900 m of river. In 2008,
Environment Agency Biodiversity Officers updated the survey for this length
(Appendix 1), concentrating on the right bank (facing downstream), where our
footpath work will be taking place,

2.1 RCS Length 25

Our proposed area is mainly vegetated with grasses, Plant species present
include:

• Dacty/is glomerata (cock's-foot)
• Lo/ium perenne (rye-grass)
• Agrostis stolonifera (creeping bent)
• Alopecurus pratensis (meadow foxtail)
• Anthriscus sylvestris (cow parsley)
• Rumex obtusifolius (broad-leaved dock)
• Urtica dioica (common nettle)

There is a pond I wetland area within the floodplain in RCS Length 25, but not
in an area we intend to develop, Species occurring around the edge of the
pond are:

• Solanum dulcamara (bittersweet)
• Ranunculus acris (meadow buttercup)
• Epilobium hirsutum (great willowherb)
• Urtica dioica (common nettle)
• Rumex obtusifolius (broad-leaved dock)
• Juncus effuses (soft-rush)
• Agrostis stolonifera (creeping bent)
• Glyceria f1uitans (floating sweet-grass)
• Alopecurus sylvestris (cow parsley)
• Ranunculus sceleratus (celery-leaved buttercup)
• Pha/aris arundinacea (reed canary-grass)
• Typha latifolia (reed mace)
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A drain runs into the river on the northern boundary of our proposed car park
site. Near the drain, vegetation is dominated by Agrostis stolonifera (creeping
bent), Ranunculus acris (meadow buttercup) and species similar to the pond's
edge.

Beyond the ponds there are mature trees with potential to be bat roosts, but
these are away from the area of works.

3.0 TREE PROTECTION ORDERS

There are no Tree Protection Orders within our project boundary. Two stands
of trees with Tree Protection Orders are near to our site (Appendix 2), but
these will be unaffected by our works.
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3.1 Mitigation

None required

4.0 AMPHIBIAN SURVEY

In May/June 2008, Ecoloserve Ltd. carried out an amphibian survey of the
pond area in RCS Length 25 (Appendix 3).

Special attention was given to the presence or absence of great crested
newts (Triturus cristatus), a species which is fully protected under Schedule 5
of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. The legislation protects these newts
and their place of shelter. The protection extends to 500 m from any breeding
pond. If great crested newts are present, then a licence would be required
from Natural England and suitable mitigation measures would need to be in
place before work could start. However, no evidence of great crested newts
was found and so a license will not be needed.

Low numbers of toad Bufo bufo and smooth newt Lissotriton vulgaris
tadpoles were found. The low numbers of amphibians in what appears to be a
suitable habitat might be attributable to the extreme flooding in this location in
the summer of 2007.

4.1 Mitigation

None required
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5.0 WATERVOLES

A water vole survey was carried out within the project boundary in 2002,
based on River Corridor Survey lengths.

In length 25, no water vole signs were found, although the habitat was
suitable for most of its length, and bankside 'tunnels' were noted. There was a
high level of disturbance noted from dogs and humans.

A further survey was carried by our Ecological Appraisal team on 13 June
2008. The survey was carried out from a boat, along the right-hand bank
(facing downstream) During the survey several water vole burrows were
found (Table 1). The majority of burrows found were in clearings between
trees.

No other water vole signs were found alongside burrow sites, which would
normally indicate an inactive burrow. But the steepness of the river bank (with
little area for footprints) and recent rainfall (which may have washed over
latrine sites) provide reasons for treating these burrows as active.

The survey was difficult to carry out along some sections due to thick
overhanging trees preventing close access to the bank. No burrows or signs
were spotted in these areas but, due to the problems with visibility and
access, an Environment Agency Biodiversity Officer examined these areas
from the bank in October 2008. In addition to the signs recorded in Table 1, a
possible tunnel through vegetation was discovered at this time at
approximately SE 42295 04733 (approximately 20m upstream from the weir).
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Table 1. List of water vole signs and their locations

Water NGR Location Comments
vole sian
Footprints SE4205904555 Downstream of

the road bridge
and riffles.

Burrows SE42091 04604 Between 35m Downstream limit
to and 125m marked by solitary
SE4216904630 upstream from willow and upstream

road bridge limit marked by CSO on
opposite bank.

Burrows SE4223404636 190m upstream Opposite stone outfall, in
from road bridge clearing between

willows.
Burrows SE4226004658 220m upstream In clearing between

from road bridoe willows and beech.
Burrow SE4230304749 34m upstream At fishing peg 4

from weir
Burrow SE4229505044 340m upstream On bend opposite

from weir outfall.
Latrine SE4198605064 650m upstream

from weir
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5.1 Mitigation

The footpath will be placed on top of the flood bank and so will avoid
disturbance to the river bank.

If any signs of water voles are found during the work, we will ask contractors
to stop work immediately and contact an Environment Agency Biodiversity
Officer for advice.

6.0 OTTERS

An otter survey within part of the project boundary was completed in March
2005 (Yorkshire Wildlife Trust) in report Site 7 Mill Houses Bridge. From the
report:

"There is poor habitat either side of the river but the best is at the upstream
end where the disused railway passes close to the river. There is access to
both banks including dog walking. The only potentially suitable area to lay up
is the disused railway line. The bridge is passable in high flows and mink are
active in the area with food remains, numerous scats and prints. Evidence of
otter (very old), mink and Himalayan balsam were recorded at the site."

Our proposals are not in the area of the disused railway line, and are not likely
to disturb the disused railway line. Our project will also not prevent the
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nocturnal passage of otters along the river bank. No further otter survey work
has been undertaken.

6.1 Mitigation

None required.

7.0 FISH

Boat-based electric fishing surveys were conducted along 100 m lengths of
river upstream (SE 41855 05371) and downstream (SE 42064 04559) of
Darfield weir on 20 June 2008. Eight species of coarse fish were caught
upstream of the weir and ten species downstream (Table 2). The numbers of
fish caught of each size are shown in Appendix 4.

7.1 Mitigation

Best practice (including appropriate sediment control techniques) will be
followed to prevent disturbance of the watercourse.

Table 2. Number and species of fish caught during a boat-based electric
fishing survey of the River Dearne, Darfield on 20 June 2008, upstream and
downstream of Darfield Weir. '

Species u/s of weir d/s of weir

barbel 3 4
bream 16
carp (common) 3
carp (mirror) 2
chub 16 14
dace 1 2
gudgeon 9 27
perch 4 7
pike 3 4
roach 28 23
minnow 2
tench 3
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APPENDIX ONE: River Corridor Survey Map completed in 2008, based on
previous survey conducted in 1995. I
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APPENDIX TWO: Tree protection orders near to the project (G9 and G10)
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APPENDIX THREE: Great crested newt and other amphibians survey

Darfield Bridge. Bamsley.
Great Crested Newt (Triturus cristatus) and other
Amphibians Survey.
MlIy - June 2006
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...ildl1e ","1 cl>urllrys:icleACI 191i11Tile! kogiSI:.IIOI'I Pf<lleC1S lI'1ese amphilians and t.I1elr

pJlloe 01 weller. rM pl(lte~;oo e;(letlds 10500 metrB!l from any breeding pand

11'00survo'/ ....·as l:<lrnod tlll1 on lour "5>15 as per NtJ11,1ralEngland 9'o,ide!iner.l1lga,ding

I
I
I
I

Botti" trapping

T1~s methoo lr1r((iI..es SetlJ"g baltic b;JpS (made 1'01112-lIIro plastic boltIes) arouno lhe

water C.:Jdymargin, and leavli19 Ihe traps set OVElr~hl There WEire80 boCIle traPti

per 6<"·...e'/ "sed dUI1I1Ol1lis SUfVl!',',SOiflO 6lucies ioldicalo thai bottla lr~nll is 1M .

"'0:;.1 rollable mOIMO f"r OOteClU1g1M Pf9Sllf100 of great ~Ild "owls and Q1hQ-

"'t1pl,,1,i:m., .fIll illS es~i;lIl'lI':I(.ofl" ro'· $urve~irlg lurbi:! Cli'IWedy pc.lds, BollI!!

~'aps coo !:<:lvlaced 91tlIe .. iJe or 11'1", pood lOflile S!/lIld/1'f3Blllle ponds e<lge. Wtlora

ltlo water ~ sl1alo-,..'(Jotm and ~sllhe surveyor can place ttle bottles In tho water

...hile SI<lnr.lv1g ~I the ..."lell; oo;re,
Egg se:lrch

TI". ",,,I;:lud illYo::.t.oesSeafchlng bD1h liyO 0100 de:ad !PJbmcrged y~t:lt1llf1101

8flfOlubIJtls eggs This is ctl,," :I v"ry ellecb\-e ~1'IOd f.llt detecting grell! crested

ne ...t pr€Sl!(1CE! Vege1atiO/1 1ft shalliA'J (.JOcm lIt1d less) areas 01 U1e pond IlfE!

I
I
I
I
I ~Uillll

Us,n9 a Ic<lg-ll8'\d'ed dip-tlet, :lmPhibiuns can be l:3pC .. ed by llampli~ the alell

lI'Ol.,nd me pOOl)edge A pe.lltlleler ....·a'" around (parts 01) tile edge or tha PO''Jd 15

(~lfIir;doot r:Iurinn CYfJr( 5IJrvl')' dlll0 to oeted any ad"a Bnd ladpole-s (19IVi!l!1

T <>rch SUN"y

Setll Cbi,'9 Ihe shclleli,>!! d a walcr oody (,"lIlg a 1 millioo C'JllI:tIepQ",r.z IClfr,h at r:Il1~k

". an elte1:l,ng way 01 oelecting ...dlAl t,mphil.*lns

I
I
I
I

Restri<:tions on Ih.. Survey

'1 ~Ie .. hole 1l1'e8IS Ve,)' plell!ltllli and <IS " IflSu!I alt,:.cts many people wl'llkinll :.klt1g

11'01)n"m l1"ri< ('~sl)qliEin1ty lhet'e was 'IIglIB'lGe a1 alillmea 10 ~d any unwanted

rsUenllQlIf'ol1l rrlr:liy;dtJi'llsthat may distu1I ooltkllrl>,PS IIIftlMlr nighol in Ille pone

I
I
I

I ),f11u.:-L.1 i~1iI1i't'='
('"::11 ('n.:~t\.1~l''''''1Su"'l.:~
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4,0 Results
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I 50 Conclusion

I
I

Speclal <It1en!iOl\ W;>Sg,ven ~ 1~ pe;scru:A:> or "~<;e ~ gre,,1 cre$Cd 1W!..t~

1TI/IIIII'~ <;,~:,,,r'''''f This "I",<;ie. Co fully prt:l1t:ded urldel Sdled\JIe 5 af Ihe wilahle

a"d ooun:J)'sidE' Atl 1BIll. The regislstlCn ploleas lhese amph"ihl8~ aAd lhcir pileo
or sMner Tl1is votllC1iO'1 e>:lend6 10 5<lO ~tJm; from any lJroOOing JXInd, If g,ello1

Ol13SIE<l~e.m; \\'OrQ tounr1 in Ihl) fl(lf1Q ol~ llre;,s s\Jch ,IS (hose ne;vtJy ;lfld OdjllOertl

ti) lho ""'lI (It::rme ,,,,,,,'id hn'''' teen w.duded inlhe :uea cJ I/leii prolecIJcJn Belote

,my 'cl"",,;>l Of lOP soil 01 1M d~I'UCIi"" d any sldallle habitat a license trom

N"I"",' r:"gl:311d 9'1d ml2>;j81Ion lnE'8StlrE'S \\'Ould ha.e been needed. This WllUld h8\lB

alfeC1.e<lail:, proPOSed de'lIllopmenl,n lhl! Mea, for example. 8IlV1 ds~-elo~nl iJ1 tr.e

Sloe 01 tne ri'..er, 6uch as eOllsl,uetill'1 cl fishing pla1!crms and access lraclis

HCM'!l'o1tf, e.idr;n", m hroc;(lillg groil1 crosted nowlt; wo'o NOT r~lnti <f\Jring 110"

'UI,""!, Therelo,,; a Iic"'IS" is NOT r~ilt!d aryJ lloe de,~plr~,t 0:>" PIOC&ed with

'''9~d10 Ihls 5pe<;1l!S.
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Tno S¢I} is illeltitio "'''il iUld Il(1m ttbll CllW-..ot\tlo pond lookGd Sllililble lilt G"'"t

am",,,,1 ""'"Nts an~ 011'1efarnphihi:;ms. As lhe I .. su!lll "hD'N, this is ol>oOou.lynot "It~
e:",;; Drily ""e smooth r.ewt af\d ll'i.leen tOlld tlldpo~ wele caugh1 ",tlile USing eo
l101l1et,,,p. Ct. each 5ur.'l!',·lJ3Ie lhis amounts 10 a very Iowfel.l.i,n CtJllSilSenng Ihat

lho?pord looks so ISlJjtat)le for ampltillians Also, and surprisingly. YtolY lew aQuatic

irv.'<'ftel:llalcs _re 100.....d II' c;rn (Inly bo Qssllmcd thilt ti'loso 'O$ult5 are it

COII~u"lIce of last years (20:17) h,,,,.,., flooding in tillS p:ztiqt.4;lr "~ .. T~ l\oCding

~ms [0 have \\'as!led t~ 1l01lll clea, 01 mUCh 01 1t8 Bfllphlbian and In.eI1ev.ale .le

Onl\' throo·spilled GIlir.krob.,o).;((h?$l9.ocmoos ,1clJ\(>/llusl WI!f"El 'lIUnd to be pre~nlln

I
I
I
I
I
I

Fur1he.- ,u II",., thEre IS 8 COASkfe1i11l11!!3lnOlA'l1 "r fil'll! sill to ;>deplh of :lholll 20r.nl on

1M 00:1ot Ihe "onll. Also. lIans or Ihe eastern !leetlcn of the pOfld smell. of 10110'

sr: ~gn ,,"on dishllboo, lor o'ample wnlle wadi~ Ihrol.fJh l11epond. Agall1 rile sill

a " "m ''''waY'' can only be alltilJuL-d to Ih", "Clia<". ~ :1", flood W<'1or ...-ashing

tt:,,~., 10000t('lllh.e pon(t, Tho t",~lt 01 poaoJtion ~n be eA~oeTIin the olgi:lt: ~1l'1Itlt: .,.,Ier

SUi r:Jr." "".., AppclltJir.",s. PhOlagtilph 6
I: ,',m lhCfJyl, I::" ",,,a seems 10 1a;J';~$1If1credf,om tr.csc floods the arlla IS 51111

5cemcaf"I' altllv:II',8 and hss s.ame value for all,,,, Ic,m$ Dl \\;II1i1e iJ!1dthe,moru d

J)J:;:;,t'e ~hould be mainlaned in i1s j:("Senl 10(1'1\

I ),r1i"\1 H'i"Il"
1.11\!'1II l. Ic<h.'I~f\-~""I'illn~

Pas. 7 "I' I~
"~" Jrmr 20')R

I
I
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7.0 Appe~dice!'.

A) Photog Iaphs.

B) Diagrain 1.
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A) Photograph

Pholograptl 1
'Ill! pond and ~0Ci In M ItlraclJ..e .etbl!lQ l.ch
standrlQ on It1e h

PtKlilogt 2
, he """"'Ie _ 1$ ,em nlof 8n urer_

Il.orfoo':lHrid~
(j :HICfr"b: ..l ,"C''''1 ~lln.:)
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I f'holcq ph J

A C&'tJ<"1"f Ijjn,;<wp. surrouClO the pond
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I

I
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I

I "IID1clg'~ri' 4
'IflP't:::O ...h·'r. 1;lrg~1f1;a1ur~ 1ree~yIL"''''' i11:x-lY tt-<'! i1of1hern ~ d the porod

I
I
I

"krill It hrlt'_ ..
1 -h.t'! I', .. f ••1 '1·1~1""11I\~'.

I' .Ill'" I .: _
D~ JUJU,; 1l.fflX
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Pt1olograptl !! IAIg nd m sof on ., -51 rwoll ( )
w er S<Jrl at
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hotogr~6 I
1'1.efe II smell 01 raw !Ml'IN of Oil
,n heoge sections of the pond
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"'rfi kJ 8r id I I~ II I"
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1&Environment
~.~Agency

nhancing improving ... cleaning ... restoring.
hanging tackling protecting ... reducing ...
reate a better place influencing ... inspiring ..
dvising ... managing adapting ...

DARFIELD-UPON-DEARNE ENHANCEMENTS

FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT

May 2010

Jerome Masters (Fisheries Technical Officer)
Steve Goring (ncpms Project Manager)
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DARFIELD UPON DEARNE ENHANCEMENTS

FLOOD RISK ASSESSMENT

Our planning application is for 290m of footpath (Figure 1).

Figure 1. The project site alongside the River Dearne at Darfield, showing
location of footpath, and a cross section.
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Figure 2. The Darfield Bridge area showing the locations of Flood Zones 1, 2
and 3 from Environment Agency mapping data.
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The footpath will not result in the loss of any flood storage. Whilst the path sits
within Flood Zone Three, it will be constructed at existing ground levels in
order that the volume of storage is not changed.

,
Flood Zone 1

Flood Zone 2

• Flood Zone 3
,,,,, ... .._-

Our previous planning application (application number 2009/0743, approved
6th August 2009) included a plan for a longer footpath, of less permeable
material than we are now proposing. Any increase in surface run-off under
this current proposal is therefore lower than that for the 900m path that has
previously been approved.

The new path proposal has been discussed with Lesley Slaney, (Environment
Agency, Development and Flood Risk). responsible for determining
Environment Agency consent for the works. Lesley considers there to be no
increase in flood risk associated with our proposal for 290m of crushed
limestone path.

4 I
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A

75mm thick crushed limestone
1400 wide footpath

Topsoil to verges

2

Geotextile membrane
TYPICAL CROSS SECTION
Scale 1:50

3 1400 wide crushed
limestone path

------~oe'mporary access road to
be buried under topsoii
and limestone path

Passing place
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