Heritage Statement

Basic information about the listed building
The existing site is one dwelling (originally two) set within an exposed rural setting
Lower Maythorn Barn
2 Lower Maythorn Lane
HH9 7TW


Listing
The building is Grade II

Date of building
The original barn was constructed in 1691.
The barn was converted into two dwellings in 2002 and was then converted into one dwelling in 2005.

Description of features of the building
The building is located within green belt in an exposed rural area with one neighbour in close proximity.
The building is described by Historic England as Grade II listed as:
SE10NE DUNFORD LOWER MAYTHORN LANE (south side), Hepworth 1/15 Barn at Lower Maythorn Farm GV II Barn. Late C17. Coursed, squared rubble. Stone slate roof. Five internal bays. Aisle to front and smaller aisle to rear. Quoins. Square-headed cart entrance (full height) with chamfered surround, to centre bay. To each side of this are 2 Tudor-arched entrances, and small chamfered vents. Gable coping to right. Moulded kneelers. Central cart-entry to rear. Le gable is built into bank and has high- level chamfered doorway. Interior: 4 king-post trusses with Struts, braced to ridge. Arcade posts, on padstones, are braced to tie- beams, and have liing holes. Aisle-ties to front only. Purlins, raers and battens all intact. An ornamental tablet, probably reset (possibly from farmhouse q.v.),within the main doorway reads: "RM 1691" 

Description of the significance of specific part affected by proposal
We are not proposing to change the existing building in any way other than replacing the windows.  The works are limited and the proposal is to replace the existing soft wood doors and windows.  We are not planning to add, remove or change the size of any of the existing doors or windows.

Heritage impact assessment
The proposed scheme centres around maintaining and rejuvenating the existing building.  The buildings architectural features and heritage will not be changed or compromised in any way.  The proposed windows and doors will not hide the original building design but look to maintain its architectural identity using composite in colour and texture that closely resembles timber frames.

Justification
The building is exposed and open to all the elements.  The original windows have only been in situ since 2002/2005 and are already failing with a number of windows and doors leaking and allowing rain water to penetrate the building.

Many of the windows are deeply inset and therefore it is not possible to determine what materials have been used and therefore the aesthetics of the property will not be affected by changing from wood to composite.
Previous planning permission allowed for velux windows and therefore replacing soft wood frames for composite is not, in our opinion, considered out of character for this property.

Rural crime is on the rise and composite doors and windows would give us added security to our property.
