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1. Summary 

1.1.1 A planning application for the extension of a yard area to be used for trailer storage 
purposes and associated works was submitted by DH Armitage Transport in December 
2022. The application was supported by a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) 
which was written by Middleton Bell Ecology.  

1.1.2 The PEA identified a data search record of the presence of a record of a great crested 
newt nymph located 190 m to the west of the site (dating from 2013). The six-figure 
grid reference for the records was located in the middle of a field. The PEA concluded 
that the grid reference location was likely to be inaccurate.  

1.1.3 Correspondence from the planning ecologist identified the potential for the proposed 
development to impact on great crested newts because of the presence of two ponds 
within the boundary of Hoyland Common School just over 100 m north of the proposed 
development.  

1.1.4 A habitat suitability index assessment of the two ponds and subsequent environmental 
DNA sampling was commissioned by DHA Transport on 15 May 2023. The survey was 
undertaken to identify the suitability of the two ponds to support GCN, and if suitable 
to identify whether or not they were likely to use the pond during the breeding season.  

1.1.5 The habitat suitability index assessment identified that Pond 1 had poor suitability to 
support great crested newts, and Pond 2 had below average suitability. As a precaution 
the eDNA sampling and analysis was undertaken and both ponds recorded a negative 
result indicating no evidence of the presence of great crested newt DNA in these 
ponds. 

1.1.6 Because there was no evidence of the presence of great crested newts within the two 
nearby ponds, and no other nearby ponds were present, it was considered extremely 
unlikely that they would be present within the proposed development site. 
Consequently, no further survey or mitigation is recommended for great crested newts.  

1.1.7 The results of this survey are considered to be valid for a period of 24 months. After 
this time Middleton Bell Ecology should be contacted to determine the need for update 
survey. 



2. Introduction 

2.1.1 A planning application for the extension of a yard area to be used for trailer storage 
purposes and associated works including new 3m wide bund (Application no: 
2022/1317) was submitted by DH Armitage Transport Ltd (DHA Transport) in 
December 2022. The application was supported by a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 
(PEA) which was written by Middleton Bell Ecology (MBE 2021) which identified 
potential impacts to hedgerows and nesting birds and the presence of the invasive 
species Japanese knotweed Fallopia japonica.  

2.1.2 The PEA identified a data search record of the presence of a record of a great crested 
newt Triturus cristatus nymph located 190 m to the west of the site (dating from 2013). 
Re-examination of the data shows there are three records, all of great crested newt 
(GCN) nymphs, all dating from July 2013, and all in the same location. The six-figure 
grid reference for the records is not located within a pond, ditch or waterbody, it is 
located in the middle of a field (aerial imagery shows it to be located immediately 
adjacent to a building within the field) as shown in Figure 1. The PEA concluded that 
the grid reference location was likely to be inaccurate as other records for great crested 
newts were present on the other side of the M1 motorway (the motorway was located 
320 m further west).  

Figure 1. Location of 2013 great crested newt record 

 

2.1.3 Correspondence from the planning ecologist identified the potential for the proposed 
development to impact on GCN because of the presence of two ponds within the 
boundary of Hoyland Common School. The presence of these ponds was not shown 
on OS mapping for the area, and trees surrounding the ponds meant that they were 
not visible on aerial imagery for the area and had not been included in the original PEA.   

2.1.4 The two ponds were located just over 100 m north of the proposed development. The 
location of the proposed development site and the two ponds is shown on Figure 2 
below.  



 
 

5 
MBE/PSS/2023/009/01 

Figure 2. Site and pond location 

 

2.1.5 A Habitat Suitability Index (HSI) Assessment of the two ponds and subsequent 
environmental DNA (eDNA) sampling was commissioned by DHA Transport on 15 May 
2023. The survey was undertaken to identify the suitability of the two ponds to support 
GCN, and if suitable to identify whether or not they were likely to use the pond during 
the breeding season.  

2.1.6 Information on the site and other proposed impacts should be taken from the PEA 
(MBE 2021). The legislative context to the survey and assessment reported here is 
included in Appendix 1.   

3. Methodology 

3.1.1 A habitat suitability index assessment to identify the suitability of the two ponds to 
support great crested newts, and an eDNA survey to determine the presence/absence 
of great crested newts within the two ponds was undertaken on 23rd May 2023 by Greg 
Slack (MCIEEM, GCN Survey Licence: 2015-18073-CLS-CLS) 

3.2 Habitat Suitability Index Assessment  

3.2.1 The suitability of the ponds to support great crested newts was assessed based on the 
methodology in Oldham et. al. (2000). This required a value to be assigned to the 
following ten criteria: pond location; pond area; regularity of pond drying; water quality; 
shade; waterfowl presence; fish presence; number of ponds within 1 km; terrestrial 
habitat quality; and macrophyte cover.  

3.2.2 The index value was then used to identify each pond as either: poor, below average, 
average, good, or excellent quality in terms of its suitability to support great crested 
newts.  
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3.3 Environmental DNA sampling 

3.3.1 Water samples for the eDNA test were taken in accordance with methodology 
approved by Natural England (Biggs et al., 2015). A total of 20 water samples were 
taken from each pond. The surveyor was careful to stir the water but not disturb the 
sediment whilst collecting each sample. The twenty samples were mixed together to 
give one combined water sample for each waterbody. Six samples were then taken 
from each combined liquid and added to laboratory sample pots/vials (per pond). All 
samples were taken using in-date sterile kits provided by the laboratory at SureScreen 
Scientifics. The samples were then sent to SureScreen Scientifics for laboratory 
analysis. 

3.4 Survey Limitations 

3.4.1 No limitations were encountered. 



4. Results 

4.1 Habitat Suitability Index Assessment  

4.1.1 Pond 1 was kidney shaped; Pond 2 was rectangular. Both ponds were located in a 
little-used corner of the school, near the school’s boundary with adjacent gardens. The 
two ponds were lined and surrounded by a gravel border. The ponds were located 
approximately 1 m apart.  

Plate 1. Pond 1 

 

Plate 2. Pond 2  
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4.2 eDNA Sampling 

4.2.1 Because both ponds were located in such close proximity it was decided to undertake 
eDNA sampling of both ponds despite the poor suitability of Pond 1.  

4.2.2 The eDNA analysis showed an absence of positive replicates of GCN DNA in both 
samples meaning that no evidence of GCN use of the two ponds was recorded.    

4.2.3 The Technical Report from SureScreen Scientifics is included in Appendix 2. 

5. Assessment 
 

5.1.1 No signs of the presence of great crested newts were recorded from either of the two 
ponds. The location of the 2013 GCN nymph record in the middle of the nearby field 
was considered to be inaccurate and because no evidence of GCN use of the two 
nearby ponds was recorded, and no other nearby ponds were present, it was 
considered extremely unlikely that they would be present within the proposed 
development site. Consequently, no further survey or mitigation is recommended for 
great crested newts.  

5.1.2 The results of this survey are considered to be valid for a period of 24 months. After 
this time Middleton Bell Ecology should be contacted to determine the need for update 
survey.
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Appendix 2. SureScreen Scientifics Technical Report 

The Technical Report from the laboratory analysis of the water samples from Pond 1 and 
Pond 2 is included overleaf.     

  








