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Commemorative Plaque on the Long Barn, Wentworth Castle

HERITAGE, PLANNING, DESIGN AND ACCESS STATEMENT


BACKGROUND 
 
Wentworth Castle Gardens is a Grade 1 listed landscape, the only one of its kind in South Yorkshire. There are over 26 individually listed buildings and structures in the grounds and parkland. The site consists of over 60 acres of formal gardens and 500 acres of wider parkland. The main house and some of the surrounding buildings are owned by Northern College, which provides residential and community education for adults.  
 
The gardens, which were previously run by the Wentworth Castle and Stainborough Park Heritage Trust, closed in 2017 as they were unable to make the business financially viable. The National Trust have entered into a 25-year lease agreement with Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council and have run the site since June 2019.  
 
This application is specifically focused on works to the exterior of a single wall on the Grade 2 listed building, the Barn at Home Farm (list entry number 1315052). The Long Barn currently houses a café, a shop and toilets for visitors of the gardens and is fully accessible and also lies within the urban mobility scooter route.  

PROPOSAL  
 
The proposal is to mount a 16 inch cast aluminium plaque on the front wall of the Long Barn. This would be a commemorative plaque in honour of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu. 

She was a was an English aristocrat, letter writer, and poet. She is known for introducing and advocating for smallpox inoculation to Britain after her return from the Ottoman Empire. Lady Mary Wortley is significant to Wentworth Castle Gardens and her contributions to smallpox inoculation are memorialised via an engraving on the Sun Monument (list entry number 1151068) near to Stainborough Castle Folly (to the eastern reaches of the Wentworth Castle Gardens estate). The proposed plaque would improve visitor understanding of a well-known historic figure associated with the Wentworth Castle Gardens estate.

DESIGN 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The plaque will 16 inch/406mm and be finished in blue with white English lettering. It will be mounted through hidden mounting lugs on the rear of the plaque and positioned beside the door (see supporting photographs). The plaque will complement an existing blue plaque on the Long Barn commemorating an inventor. 




 
SITE ACCESS 
 
Access to the Long Barn will remain unaffected with the plaque installed. The proposed location is positive from an accessibility perspective by enabling visitors who may be unable to make the journey up to the Sun Monument to benefit from knowledge of Lady Mary Wortley Montagu’s important achievements and her connection with the Wentworth Castle Gardens estate.
 
SETTING 
 
Wentworth Castle Gardens was re-opened to the public in June 2019 after nearly 2 years of closure due to repairs and consolidations. It has welcomed over 80,000 visitors since opening with the Castle being one of the main attractions. The Long Barn is open to the public for access to the café, shop and toilets during their visit. 
 
PLANNING POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
National policy 
 
There is a statutory requirement under Sections 71 and 72 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 – which requires the local planning authority to have ‘special regard’ to the need to 'preserve or enhance' the character, appearance and setting of conservation areas. Section 66 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 requires Local Planning Authorities, as decision makers, in considering whether to grant Planning Permission for development, to pay special attention to the desirability of preserving the listed building or its setting or any features of special architectural or historic interest which it possesses 
 
The impact of a proposed development on the significance of designated heritage assets is to be considered in line with advice through NPPF at Paras 193-196. This reinforces that ‘great weight’ should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more important the asset ‘the greater the weight should be’. The paragraphs also confirm that significance can be harmed or lost from development ‘within its setting’. As heritage assets are irreplaceable ‘any harm or loss should require clear and convincing justification’. 
 
Local policy 
 
Barnsley’s Local Plan was adopted on 3 January 2019 and the relevant policies have been considered below.  
 
Wentworth Castle parkland is identified within Policy HE1 (The Historic Environment) as the only grade I Registered Park and Garden in South Yorkshire. In accordance with this policy proposals which conserve and enhance the significance and setting of the borough’s heritage assets will be supported.  
 
The site is located within the Wentworth Castle and Stainborough Park Conservation Area, there are a number of listed buildings on site including Wentworth Castle itself which is Grade I listed and it is within the Grade I listed registered park and garden. In accordance with Part C of Policy HE1 proposals that would preserve or enhance the character or appearance of a conservation area will be supported.  
 
A Heritage Statement is included as part of this statement, in accordance with Policy HE2.  
 
Policy HE3 (Developments affecting Historic Buildings) states that; 
 
“Proposals involving additions or alterations to listed buildings or buildings of evident historic significance such as locally listed buildings (or their setting) should seek to conserve and where appropriate enhance that building’s significance. In such circumstances proposals will be expected to: 
· Respect historic precedents of scale, form, massing and architectural detail and the use of appropriate materials that contribute to the special interest of a building. 
· Capitalise on opportunities to better reveal the significance of a building where elements exist that detract from its special interest.” 

HERITAGE STATEMENT

Commemorative blue plaques are often used to mark famous people or key historical events and can highlight the historical significance of the building and surrounding estate. 

There is an existing Sun Monument dedicated to Lady Mary with a badly-weathered inscription on marble panel. Therefore, the plaque will raise further awareness of the region’s bioscience heritage and engage the public with Lady Mary’s pioneering work whilst remaining as a legacy. 

In line with Policy HE3, the proposed plaque will “seek to…enhance that building’s significance” and “capitalise on opportunities to better reveal the significance of a building” by calling attention to the estate’s association with a well-known historic figure. Any impact on the building fabric of the Long Barn will be kept to a minimum by ensuring the rear fixings will be drilled into mortar joints and not into stone. The information presented on the plaque will enhance the significance of the surrounding estate to visitors. 

In summary, we believe the proposal to have an overall slightly positive impact on the significance of the Long Barn by improving public understanding of the estate’s connection with an important historical figure.
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