Statement in Support of an Application for a Lawful Development Certificate
Proposed Children's Home for up to Four Children

Property: 19 Saville Lane, Thurlstone, Sheffield, S36 9RE

Introduction
This statement is submitted in support of an application for a Lawful Development Certificate under Section 192 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.
The applicants seek confirmation that the proposed use of the property as a Children's Home accommodating a maximum of four children would be lawful and would not constitute a material change of use requiring planning permission.

Existing Use
The property is a lawful residential dwellinghouse and has been occupied by the applicants as their family home for approximately 25 years. During this period, the applicants have operated as foster carers and have provided accommodation and care for 46 foster children. 

At times, up to five foster children have resided at the property simultaneously. 

Throughout this period, the property has retained its residential character and functioned as a single household within a domestic family environment.

Proposed Use
The proposal is to provide residential accommodation for a maximum of four children requiring care and support.

The children would live together in a family-style environment and share all communal facilities, including living rooms, kitchen, dining areas, bathrooms and garden spaces. 

The property would continue to operate as a single household and would not be subdivided into separate units of accommodation.

No extensions, alterations or external changes are proposed.

Basis for the Application
The applicants consider that the proposed use falls within Class C3(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended), which includes:
"use as a dwellinghouse by not more than six residents living together as a single household where care is provided for residents."
The proposed use satisfies these criteria because:
· The property will accommodate no more than four children.
· Care and support will be provided to the resident children.
· The children will live together as a single household.
· Living arrangements will be domestic and family-based in nature.
· Residents will share facilities and participate in normal day-to-day household activities.
· The use will remain residential in character and appearance.

The proposed occupancy is below the six-resident threshold specified within Class C3(b).

Comparison with Established Residential Care Use
The property has a long history of providing care for children within a domestic environment through fostering arrangements. The proposed use is closely comparable to this established pattern of residential care and would accommodate fewer children than have previously resided at the property. The proposal would therefore represent a continuation of residential care within a family-style setting rather than the introduction of an institutional use.

Conclusion
The property is an established and lawful dwellinghouse which has operated successfully as the applicants' family home for 25 years and as a fostering household for nearly 13 years.

The proposed use would accommodate a maximum of four children living together within a single household where care is provided. The applicants therefore consider that the proposed use falls within Class C3(b) of the Town and Country Planning (Use Classes) Order 1987 (as amended) and would not constitute a material change of use requiring planning permission.

Accordingly, it is respectfully requested that Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council issue a Lawful Development Certificate confirming the lawfulness of the proposed use.

