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PLANNING CONSULTATION RESPONSE
	Application No
	2026/0232

	Proposal
	Erection of 119 dwellings, open space and associated infrastructure.	

	Address
	Land to the south of Bloomhouse Lane, East of Woolley Colliery Road, Darton, Barnsley		

	Date of Consultation Reply 
	20th May 2026

	Consultee
	Children’s Services



	Consultation Assessment and Justification

	Pupil Yield and Development Impact Assessment
Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council has a statutory responsibility to ensure that sufficient education provision is available to meet demand and that appropriate educational infrastructure supports the development of sustainable communities. The Council is required to secure adequate school places across the borough while supporting parental choice and a diverse range of educational provision.
To assess the impact of new residential development on future demand for school places, the Council applies established Pupil Yield Ratios (PYRs). These ratios estimate the number of children likely to be generated by new housing developments based on historic and local evidence. At the time of this planning application, the applicable PYRs per 100 family dwellings (defined as properties with two or more bedrooms) are set out below. These have been applied to the proposed development of 119 family dwellings to estimate the anticipated pupil yield.
	Phase
	Early Years
	Primary
	Secondary
	Post-16*
	SEND

	Current PYR
	8
	32
	15
	5
	1

	Development Pupil Yield
	9.52
	38.08
	17.85
	0
	1.19


          * Penistone Secondary Planning Area Only
The figures above represent the anticipated cumulative pupil yield arising from the development over the full build-out period and are not expected to materialise immediately.
The planning enquiry has been considered alongside the Council’s most recent pupil projection data for Primary School Planning Area 1 and the Central Secondary School Planning Area. Based on this assessment, the following observations are noted:
Early Years
An initial assessment of the proposed 119‑dwelling residential development in Darton has been undertaken using NHS primary care data, DfE early years entitlement data, and the outcomes of the Barnsley Childcare Sufficiency Report 2025 which indicates that existing early years provision for 3 and 4 year olds is sufficient to meet the projected demand arising from this development.
However, additional capacity will be required to accommodate increased demand for 0–2‑year‑old places within the Darton area. As such, a financial contribution towards Early Years provision is required.
This has been calculated at 50% of the total Early Years pupil yield, equivalent to 4.76 children (9.52 children × 50%), to reflect the partial nature of the capacity shortfall within the local childcare market.
Primary Education
The following primary schools are located within reasonable distance to the proposed development: Darton Primary School, Kexborough Primary School, Mapplewell Primary School, and Wellgate Primary School.
Analysis of NHS primary care data, local pupil population data, forecast demand, and the cumulative impact of existing, consented, and emerging housing growth indicates that overall capacity within these schools is insufficient to fully accommodate the additional primary‑aged pupils arising from the development.
The proposal is expected to generate approximately 38 primary‑aged pupils. While a small level of surplus capacity is forecast across the local area, this is only sufficient to partially offset the impact. The resulting net shortfall is calculated at 31.36 places.
A financial contribution towards primary education provision will therefore be required to mitigate the development’s impact on local infrastructure.
This assessment reflects the current position based on the best available data and will be kept under review as the planning application progresses.
Secondary Education 
The nearest secondary school to the proposed development is Darton Academy.
An assessment of current school enrolment data, relevant primary school cohort information, established patterns of pupil transition, and the cumulative impact of existing, consented, and emerging housing developments demonstrates there will be insufficient secondary school capacity to accommodate the additional pupil yield generated by this proposal. Accordingly, a financial contribution towards secondary education provision will be required.
As with primary education, this assessment reflects the current position based on the best available data and remains subject to review as the planning application progresses.
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND)
Planning for Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) provision is undertaken on a borough‑wide basis, in line with the Council’s statutory duty to secure appropriate provision to meet the needs of all children and young people with SEND. As with many local authorities, Barnsley continues to experience significant and sustained pressure on SEND provision.
Due to the complexity and diversity of needs associated with SEND, demand is met through a range of settings, including mainstream schools, resource provisions, specialist education settings, and alternative provision. These placements may be located within the immediate locality of the development or elsewhere across the borough, depending on individual need and provision availability.
Analysis of recently completed residential developments indicates that children with additional needs are likely to arise from all new housing growth. On this basis, it is anticipated that the proposed development will contribute to increased demand for SEND provision. A financial contribution towards SEND education infrastructure will therefore be required to mitigate the impact of the development.

	NO OBJECTION
	Defer for amends/further information
	OBJECT

	Consultation Suggested Conditions:
None

	Consultation Informative(s):
The demographic context within which school place planning is undertaken is subject to ongoing change. As many housing developments take several years to commence or be completed, population trends and pupil forecasts may evolve between the point of assessment and the delivery of the development.
While school place planning must be undertaken in advance of demand, the availability of accurate information on construction start dates, build‑out rates, and occupation patterns is essential to enable a more robust assessment of housing‑generated demand on school place capacity at the appropriate time.

	Planning Obligations required:
The calculations set out below reflect the current position on school place planning across all four sectors as at May 2026 and identify the contributions required should the planning application be determined without delay.
Short‑term forecasts are grounded in the actual number of children currently residing in the local area, while longer‑term projections are informed by Office for National Statistics population data, established demographic trends, and the expected delivery of consented housing.
Pupil demand is inherently sensitive to changes in migration and housing delivery. As such, delays in determining the application are likely to result in material changes to forecast demand. Where this occurs, a full reassessment of school place requirements may be undertaken, and the level of contributions required revised accordingly.
The figures set out below should therefore be regarded as a robust and evidence‑based position at this point in time. 
A developer contribution will be required to mitigate the impact of the proposed development.  These are set out below and have been calculated in line with the Supplementary Planning Document - Financial Contributions for Educational Provision (May 2025):
	Sector
	Calculation
	Amount

	Early Years
	4.76 Children x £17,500 per place
	£83,300

	Primary
	31.36 Pupils x £17,500 per place
	£548,870

	Secondary
	17.85 Pupils x £24,500 per place
	£437,325

	Special Educational Needs & Disability (SEND)
	1.19 Pupils x £84,000 per place
	£99,960

	Total
	
	£1,169,455
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