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GRANT OF PLANNING PERMISSION 
 

 TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
 
 APPLICATION NO. 2012/0705 
 
To Mr Darren Richardson 
 Barnsley MBC 

Westgate Plaza 
Westgate 
Barnsley 
S70 9FA 

 
DESCRIPTION Removal of existing car parking, re-development of existing gardens, formation of 

public open space to include fountain 
LOCATION Barnsley Town Hall, Church Street, Barnsley, S70 2TA 

 
Permission is granted for the proposals which were the subject of the Application and Plans 
registered by the Council on 20 June 2012 and described above. 
 
The approval is subject on compliance with the following conditions: 
 
1 The development hereby permitted shall be begun before the expiration of 3 years from the 

date of this permission. 
Reason:  In order to comply with the provision of Section 91 of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990. 
 

2 The development hereby approved shall be carried out strictly in accordance with the plans 
(Nos 2275.01, 2275.02, 2275.03, 2275.05) and specifications as approved unless required by 
any other conditions in this permission. 
Reason:  In the interests of the visual amenities of the locality and in accordance with 
LDF Core Strategy Policy CSP 29, Design. 
 

3 No development shall take place until there has been submitted to and approved in writing by 
the Local Planning Authority, full details of both hard and soft landscaping works, including 
design of benches, litter bins, lighting columns and surfacing as well as details of the species, 
positions and planted heights of proposed trees and shrubs; together with details of the 
position and condition of any existing trees and hedgerows to be retained.  The approved 
hard landscaping details shall be implemented in accordance with a timescale to be agreed 
with the Local Planning Authority. 
Reason:  In the interests of the visual amenities of the locality and in accordance with 
Core Strategy Policy CSP 29 'Design' and CSP 36, Biodiversity and Geodiversity. 
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4 

 
 
All planting, seeding or turfing comprised in the approved details of landscaping shall be 
carried out in the first planting and seeding seasons following the occupation of the buildings 
or the completion of the development, whichever is the sooner; and any trees or plants which 
die within a period of 5 years from the completion of the development, are removed, or 
become seriously damaged or diseased shall be replaced in the next planting season with 
other of similar size and species. 
Reason:  In the interests of the visual amenities of the locality and in accordance with 
Core Strategy Policy CSP 36, Biodiversity and Geodiversity. 
 

5 All surface water run off shall be collected and disposed of within the site and shall not be 
allowed to discharge onto the adjacent highway. 
Reason:  In the interests of highway safety in accordance with Core Strategy Policy 
CSP 40, Pollution Control and Protection. 
 

6 Prior to the commencement of development, details shall be submitted to and approved in 
writing by the Local Planning Authority of arrangements which secure the following highway 
improvement works: 
 
a) Measure to restrict vehicular access 
b) Any necessary signing and lining; 
c) Provision of/any necessary amendments to street lighting; 
d) Provision of/any necessary amendments to highway drainage; 
e) Any necessary resurfacing/reconstruction 
f) Provide two disabled parking spaces in St Mary's Place car park 
 
The works shall be completed in accordance with the approved details and a timetable to be 
submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety and the free flow of traffic in accordance 
with Core Strategy policy CSP 26. 
 

7 No development shall take place, including any works of demolition, until a Construction 
Method Statement has been submitted to, and approved in writing by, the Local Planning 
Authority. The approved statement shall be adhered to throughout the construction period. 
The statement shall provide for:- 
A phasing plan for the development; 
The parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors; 
Means of access for construction traffic; 
Loading and unloading of plant and materials; 
Storage of plant and materials used in constructing the development; 
Measures to prevent mud/debris being deposited on the public highway. 
Reason: In the interests of highway safety 
 

8 Upon commencement of development details of the means of access restriction to Lancaster 
Gate shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The 
development shall be carried out in accordance with the approved details prior to the 
development being brought into use. 
Reason: In the interest of highway safety.  
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Reason(s) for Granting Permission 
 
1 Unique It is considered the proposals would create a strong sense of place and occasion, 

greatly improving legibility and permeability more befitting of the setting of the Town 
Hall and the extremely important civic space at the heart of the town's Conservation 
Area. 
 
The use of predominantly natural and high quality materials is consistent with both 
the character of the adjacent heritage assets, and the Urban Centre Infrastructure 
Project.  It is considered that collectively the new terraces, seating, furniture, lighting 
and water will all provide an attractive and inviting space for people to better 
appreciate the setting of the Town Hall.  As such the application is welcomed and 
the proposals are considered to be fully compliant with the provisions of Core 
Strategy Polices CSP 29, 30 & 31.  
  

 
Informative(s) 
1 The decision to grant planning permission has been taken having regard to the policies and 

proposals in the adopted Core Strategy and saved policies of the Barnsley Unitary 
Development Plan set out below and to all relevant material considerations, including 
Supplementary Planning Guidance: 
 
Core Strategy 
CSP26 - New Development and Highway Improvement  
CSP29 - Design  
CSP30 - The Historic Environment  
CSP31 - Town Centres  
 
The NPPF 
Design paragraph 58   
Healthy Safe environment paragraph 70 
The Historic Environment para's 131, 132 & 137 
 
This informative is only intended as a summary of the reason for granting planning 
permission.  For further details on the decision please refer to the application file, by 
contacting 01226 772593. 
 

2 The development involves works abutting the highway, the developer must notify 
Environmental Services 01226 773555 prior to any works commencing on-site, to ensure no 
damage is caused to the highway. 
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NOTES:- 
 
Appeals to the Secretary of State 
 
If you are aggrieved by the decision of the Council to grant permission for the proposed 
development subject to conditions then you can appeal to the Secretary of State for the 
Environment, Transport and Regions under Section 78 of the Town and Country Planning Act.  If 
you want to appeal, then you must do so within six months of the date of this notice, using a form 
which you can get from The Planning Inspectorate, Room 3/24 Hawk Wing, Temple Quay House, 
2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol, BS1 6PN. 
 
The Secretary of State can allow a longer period for giving notice of an appeal, but he will not 
normally be prepared to use this power unless there are special circumstances which excuse the 
delay in giving notice of appeal.  The Secretary of State need not consider an appeal if it seems to 
him that the Local Planning Authority could not have granted planning permission for the proposed 
development or could not have granted it without the conditions it imposed, having regard to the 
statutory requirements, to the provisions of the development order and to any directions giving 
under the order.  In practice, the Secretary of State does not refuse to consider appeals solely 
because the Local Planning Authority based its decision on a direction given by him. 
 
Purchase Notices 
 
If either the Local Planning Authority or the Secretary of State for the Environment, Transport and 
Regions refuses permission to develop land or grants it subject to conditions, the owner may claim 
that he can neither put the land to a reasonably beneficial use in its existing state nor can he 
render the land capable of a reasonably beneficial use by the carrying out of any development 
which has been or would be permitted.  In these circumstances, the owner may serve a purchase 
notice on the Council in whose area the land is situated.  This notice will require the Council to 
purchase his interest in the land in accordance with the provisions of part VI of the Town and 
Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
Compensation 
 
In certain circumstances compensation may be claimed from the Local Planning Authority if 
permission is refused or granted subject to conditions by the Secretary of State on appeal or on 
reference to the application to him.  These circumstances are set out in Sections 114 and related 
provisions of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 
 
 


