Revised Planning Statement
Imagination Street – Children's Role Play Centre
1. Introduction
This statement supports the application for the change of use of a commercial unit to operate as “Imagination Street,” a children’s indoor role play centre offering educational play sessions to children aged 0–11, all accompanied by a parent or carer. The proposal also links closely with a registered Community Interest Company (CIC), Fostering Imagination, which will deliver free access to children in care and from low-income families, extending the social value and community benefit of the proposal.
2. Nature of Use and Operation
The facility will operate structured play sessions across weekdays and weekends:
· Weekday sessions: Max 20 children per session (plus their parents/carers).
· Weekend sessions: Max 30 children per session (plus accompanying adults).
· The building is a detached unit, with no adjoining tenants.
· No music or amplified noise will be played on-site.
· Sessions will be pre-booked only, managing capacity and reducing peak flows.
· The proposal does not include acoustic treatments but has limited risk of sound escape due to the low-volume nature of activities.
3. Sequential Assessment (Policy TC1)
While the unit is in an out-of-centre location, a search of available in-centre and edge-of-centre premises in Barnsley has not identified any suitable or available sites that meet the operational needs of the centre, particularly in terms of:
· Affordable rental levels.
· Floor space requirements (2,750 sq ft).
· Parking provision for families with young children.
· Layout flexibility and safety for supervised play.
4. Employment Use Justification (Policy E4)
Although the site is designated for employment uses, the unit has been vacant and is unsuitable for traditional B1/B2/B8 uses. This proposal:
· Supports 4 new jobs.
· Increases footfall and viability of nearby leisure businesses.
· Delivers a hybrid model of private and community value.
· Does not materially affect employment land supply in the area.
5. Parking and Highways Statement (Policies T3 & T4)
Parking observations made by the applicant show:
· Weekday visits: At least 20 bays consistently available during site visits within a short walking distance of the unit.
· Weekend visits: More than 40 bays available, as most other units are closed.
· Children are always accompanied by an adult, so arrival is managed and supervised.
· There is an existing pedestrian route from Wilthorpe Road; visits are scheduled to avoid traffic conflicts.
· The applicant is open to signage and safety improvements as part of the approval process.
6. Noise and Amenity (Policies GD1 & Poll1)
· The proposal involves only supervised play at a low volume. No music is used.
· The building is detached with no immediate neighbouring tenants.
· No evening operations will be held after standard business hours.
· Applicant is open to commissioning a professional noise survey or implementing internal treatments if requested.
7. Social Impact and Community Benefit
Through Fostering Imagination CIC, the centre will provide:
· Weekly free sessions for looked-after children.
· Regular discounted sessions for local low-income families.
· Volunteer opportunities for parents and young people pursuing qualifications in childcare and play work.
8. Conclusion
This revised proposal delivers sustainable economic, social, and educational outcomes without harming the site's employment function or the local road network. The nature and scale of the proposal are consistent with Local Plan objectives around community services, economic growth, and inclusion.
We respectfully request that the application is reconsidered in light of this revised statement and further supporting materials.

