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Dear Krishna 

Green Road, Dodworth 

Further to your recent request, we have drafted a response to Coal Authority (CA) comments 

contained in their letter to Barnsley MBC dated 19th July 2022. 

Background.  In October 2021, Newett provided Lithos with a copy of a CON29M mining report dated 

July 2021 and requested a proposal for intrusive investigation to locate two known mine entries. 

Findings were reported in our letter dated 24th February 2022 (Ref. 005/4273/ REG/AP).  The adit (CA 

ref. 431404-007) was located but the shaft (CA ref. 431404-008) was not (due to significant access 

constraints). 

More recently, Newett commissioned Sirius to draft a Desk Study; their Report Ref. C9470 Rev A, dated 

May 2022.  The Sirius report included reference to Lithos’ investigation. 

Newett submitted the Sirius Desk Study (but apparently not Lithos letter 005) to Barnsley MBC in 

support of their planning application.  Barnsley consulted the CA and the CA responded in July 2022 

with a Substantive Concern. 

CA concerns.  These can be summarised: 

i. Whilst the CA welcomed Sirius’ recommendation for the investigation and remediation of coal 

mining legacies, they considered that the Desk Study did not adequately address the impact of 

coal mining legacy on the proposed development.  The CA therefore objected to the 

application. 

ii. The CA note that the site investigation report (i.e. Lithos letter 005) did not appear to have been 

submitted with the application. 

iii. The CA’s primary concern relates to failure of the submitted information to clearly demonstrate 

that the proposed housing layout has been suitably informed by the presence of the recorded 

mine entries. 

iv. The CA note that the proposed Planning Layout (Drawing No. Z087.002 Rev.C) includes an adit 

symbol to the immediate east of Plots 24 & 25, but are unclear whether or not this is the ‘as found’ 

adit location. 

v. The CA consider that further intrusive investigations should be carried out prior to the 

determination of the application in order to demonstrate the acceptability of the proposed 

detailed development layout.  Further investigation should seek to locate and establish the 

condition of the recorded mine shaft and to establish ground conditions in the vicinity of the mine 

entries to enable the zones of influence and appropriate ‘no-build’ zones to be defined.  It would 





 
 

 

 

the shaft allowing earlier layout revision.  Of course, there is a significant chance such 

investigation will not find the shaft in which case uncertainty regarding Plot 20 would remain. 

Should you require any further information, please contact the undersigned. 

 

Yours sincerely 

  
Mark Perrin 

Director 

for and on behalf of 

LITHOS CONSULTING LIMITED 

 

 

 

 




