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Background  As part of Brooks Ecological’s Preliminary Ecological Appraisal Report (ER-6517-
01A, February 2023), two standing waterbodies (Waterbodies 1-2) were found 
within the Site boundary.  
 
No other standing waterbodies were found on mapping within a 500m radius of the 
Site boundary.  
 
If Great Crested Newt (GCN) were found to be present within either of the 
waterbodies, the development risks impacting upon either breeding or terrestrial 
habitat available to them. 
  

Figure 1  
 
Map showing the 
standing 
waterbodies which 
fall within a 500m 
radius 
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Task description:  eDNA survey  
  
An eDNA surveys were carried out to establish the status of GCN within the water 
bodies.  

 
This involved taking water samples from 20 different locations around the pond’s 
margin, focusing on areas where newts are most likely to gather. The survey utilised 
sterile kits supplied by Surescreen Scientifics laboratory and followed methodology 
as advised in the Natural England Technical Advice Note (WC1067).  
  

Results  
  

Water samples were collected on the 25th April 2023. At the time of the survey visit, 
waterbody 2 was found to be completely dry and was subsequently not sampled. 
Waterbody 1 was found to hold minimal amounts of water but was subject to 
sampling.  
 
The results were returned on the 8th May 2023 - see Appendix 1 for full report.  

 
A negative result was returned for Waterbody 1 meaning that GCN DNA was not 
detected within the water samples collected.  
 
The results can be used to demonstrate the likely absence of GCN from Waterbody 
1.  
  

Conclusions and 
Recommendations  
  

Based on this information, it is concluded that the risk of GCN being present on Site 
is negligible and no further survey or specific mitigation is considered necessary.  
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Photo 1 
 
Waterbody 1 
25.04.2023 
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Photo 2 
 
Waterbody 2 
25.04.2023 
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Appendix 1 – SureScreen Scientific Results  
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