
On-site or off-site, site name 
and location 

Windmill Avenue  Survey 
date and 
Surveyor 
name 

24th June 2025, Liz 
Davies  

Limitations (if applicable) 

 Survey 
reference 
(if 
relating 
to a 
wider 
survey) 

 

Grid reference 

 
Habitat 
parcel 
reference 

 

Habitat Description 

There is a small area of longer sward other neutral grassland in the west of the site. Species recorded include dandelion, field 
bindweed, Yorkshire fog, perennial rye grass, dog rose, rough meadow grass, barren brome and cocks foot. 

ukhab – UK Habitat 
Classification 

   

Condition Assessment Criteria 

Criterion 
passed 
(Yes or 
No) 

Notes (such as 
justification) 

A 

The parcel represents a good example of its habitat type, 
with a consistently high proportion of characteristic 
indicator species present relevant to the specific habitat 
type (and relative to Footnote 3 suboptimal species which 
may be listed in the UKHab description).1 
 
Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Moderate 
or Good condition for non-acid grassland types only. 

N  

B 

Sward height is varied (at least 20% of the sward is less 
than 7 cm and at least 20% is more than 7 cm) creating 
microclimates which provide opportunities for insects, 
birds and small mammals to live and breed.  

N  

C 
Cover of bare ground is between 1% and 5%, including 
localised areas, for example, rabbit warrens2. 

Y  

D 
Cover of bracken Pteridium aquilinum is less than 20% and 
cover of scrub (including bramble Rubus fruticosus agg.) is 
less than 5%. 

N  

https://ukhab.org/
https://ukhab.org/


E 

Combined cover of species indicative of suboptimal 
condition3 and physical damage (such as excessive 
poaching, damage from machinery use or storage, 
damaging levels of access, or any other damaging 
management activities) accounts for less than 5% of total 
area. 
 
If any invasive non-native plant species4 (as listed on 
Schedule 9 of WCA5) are present, this criterion is 
automatically failed. 

Y  

Additional Criterion - must be assessed for all non-acid grassland types 

F 

There are 10 or more vascular plant species per m2 
present, including forbs that are characteristic of the 
habitat type (species referenced in Footnote 3 and 5 
cannot contribute towards this count).  
 
Note - this criterion is essential for achieving Good 
condition for non-acid grassland types only. 

N  

Essential criterion for Good condition achieved (for non-acid grassland) 
 (Yes or No) 

N  

Number of criteria passed 
2  

Condition Assessment 
Result 

Condition Assessment Score 
Score 
Achieved 

×/✓ 
 

Acid grassland types (Result out of 5 criteria)  

Passes 5 criteria   Good (3) 
 

 

Passes 3 or 4 criteria   Moderate (2) 
 

 

Passes 2 or fewer criteria Poor (1) 

 

 

Non-acid grassland types (Result out of 6 criteria)  

Passes 5 or 6 criteria, 
including essential criterion A 
and additional criterion F. 

Good (3) 

 

 

Passes 3 - 5 criteria, including 
essential criterion A. 

Moderate (2) 

 

 

Passes 2 or fewer criteria;  
OR  
Passes 3 or 4 criteria 
excluding criterion A and F. 

Poor (1) 

X 

 

 

  



On-site or 
off-site, site 
name and 
location 

Windmill Avenue Modified 
grassland 

Survey 
date and 
Surveyor 
name 

24th June 2025, Liz Davies  

Survey 
reference 
(if 
relating 
to a 
wider 
survey) 

 

Limitations 
(if 
applicable) 

 

Habitat parcel reference  

 
 

Grid reference 

Condition Assessment Criteria 

 
 

Criterion passed (Yes or No) 
Notes (such 
as 
justification) 

A 

There are 6-8 vascular plant 
species per m2 present, 
including at least 2 forbs 
(these may include those 
listed in Footnote 1). Note - 
this criterion is essential 
for achieving Moderate or 
Good condition. 
 
Where the vascular plant 
species present are 
characteristic of medium, 
high or very high 
distinctiveness grassland, or 
there are 9 or more of these 
characteristic species per m2 
(excluding those listed in 
Footnote 1), please review 
the full UKHab description to 
assess whether the grassland 
should instead be classified as 
a higher distinctiveness 
grassland. Where a grassland 
is classed as medium, high, or 
very high distinctiveness, 
please use the relevant 
condition sheet.  

No  



B 

Sward height is varied (at 
least 20% of the sward is less 
than 7 cm and at least 20% is 
more than 7 cm) creating 
microclimates which provide 
opportunities for vertebrates 
and invertebrates to live and 
breed.  

No  

C 

Any scrub present accounts 
for less than 20% of the total 
grassland area. (Some 
scattered scrub such as 
bramble Rubus fruticosus agg. 
may be present). 
 
Note - patches of scrub with 
continuous (more than 90%) 
cover should be classified as 
the relevant scrub habitat 
type. 

Yes  

D 

Physical damage is evident in 
less than 5% of total 
grassland area. Examples of 
physical damage include 
excessive poaching, damage 
from machinery use or 
storage, erosion caused by 
high levels of access, or any 
other damaging management 
activities. 

No  

E  

Cover of bare ground is 
between 1% and 10%, 
including localised areas (for 
example, a concentration of 
rabbit warrens)2. 

No  

F 
Cover of bracken Pteridium 
aquilinum is less than 20%. 

Yes  

G 

There is an absence of 
invasive non-native plant 
species3 (as listed on 
Schedule 9 of WCA4). 

Yes  

Essential criterion achieved (Yes or No) 
No  



Number of criteria passed 
3 

Condition 
Assessment 
Result (out 
of 7 
criteria) 

Condition Assessment Score Score Achieved ×/✓  

Passes 6 or 
7 criteria 
including 
passing 
essential 
criterion A 

Good (3) 

 

 

Passes 4 or 
5 criteria 
including 
passing 
essential 
criterion A 

Moderate (2) 

 

 

Passes 3 or 
fewer 
criteria;  
OR  
Passes 4 - 6 
criteria 
(excluding 
criterion A) 

Poor (1) 

X 

 

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score 
 

 

 

  



On-site or 
off-site, site 
name and 
location 

Windmill Avenue  Survey 
date and 
Surveyor 
name 

24th June 
2025, Liz 
Davies  

Limitations 
(if 
applicable) 

 Survey 
reference 
(if 
relating 
to a 
wider 
survey) 

 

Grid 
reference 

 Habitat 
parcel 
reference 

Ruderal 

Condition Assessment Criteria 

Criterion 
passed 
(Yes or 
No) 

Notes (such 
as 
justification) 

Core Criteria - must be assessed for all urban habitat types: 

A 

Vegetation structure is varied, providing 
opportunities for vertebrates and invertebrates 
to live, eat and breed. A single structural habitat 
component or vegetation type does not account 
for more than 80% of the total habitat area. 

No  

B 

The habitat parcel contains different plant 
species that are beneficial for wildlife, for 
example flowering species providing nectar 
sources for a range of invertebrates at different 
times of year. 

No  

C 

Invasive non-native plant species (listed on 
Schedule 9 of WCA1) and others which are to the 
detriment of native wildlife (using professional 
judgement)2 cover less than 5% of the total 
vegetated area3.  
 
Note - to achieve Good condition, this 
criterion must be satisfied by a complete 
absence of invasive non-native species 
(rather than <5% cover). 

Yes  

Essential criteria relevant for habitat type achieved (Yes or No) N 

Number of criteria passed 1 

Condition 
Assessment 
Result 

Condition  Assessment Score 
Score 
Achieved 

×/✓ 
 

Results for habitats requiring assessment of 3 core criteria only (all listed 
urban habitats except Open mosaic habitat on previously developed 
land, Bioswale, SuDS and Green roofs): 



• Passes all 3 
core criteria;  
AND 
• Meets the 
requirements 
for Good 
condition 
within 
criterion C 

Good (3) 

 

• Passes 2 of 
3 core 
criteria;  
OR 
• Passes 3 of 
3 core 
criteria but 
does not 
meet the 
requirements 
for Good 
condition 
within 
criterion C. 

Moderate (2) 

 

  • Passes 0 
or 1 of 3 core 
criteria. 

Poor (1) 
X 

Suggested enhancement interventions to improve condition score 
 

 

 


