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Introduction 

Ecological Design strategies are referenced in BS42020 

Biodiversity Code of Practice for Planning and 

Development.  The purpose of an EDS is to  outline 

the measures to be incorporated into development 

proposals to overcome potential conflicts with 

biodiversity.  EDS’s may be sufficient to satisfy the 

needs of a Local Planning Authority or may be used as 

the outline of a more detailed delivery document such 

as a Biodiversity Management Plan.  

This Ecological Design Strategy sets out the principals 

to be incorporated in the landscaping and 

management of this site to maximise its potential to 

retain bird species found to use it during the 

Ornithological surveys carried out by Brooks 

Ecological.   

Key species found for which this plan seeks to provide 

for include: 

• Curlew 

• Snipe 

• Lapwing 

• Meadow pipit  

• Skylark 

• Grey partridge 

• Linnet 

• Mallard 

The proposals  

The proposed scheme is presented below which incorporates horse grazing, hay/
silage cropping, a permanent gallop and horse jumping areas.  



 

 

New native hedgerow will 

provide food and shelter for 

farmland birds  including 

linnet and grey partridge. 

Hedge will be managed to 

less than 2m height. 

Grass will be lightly stocked 

during February and left 

uncut and un-grazed 

between March and July 

allowing  curlew, meadow 

pipit and skylark to nest. 

Tree planting will not be 

carried out as trees will 

deter curlew and other 

waders  

Area fenced and left uncut 

to develop into tussock rush 

pasture. Ditch with widened 

areas included to create 

wetland foraging habitat for 

waders .  Subject to annual 

strimming to  maintain 

structure  and  remove 

scrub. 



 

 

Pond designed to make dabbling/loafing 

and nesting habitat for mallard.. Margins   

with  rushes and emergent vegetation for 

wader cover and reed bunting habitat 



 

 

Creating ditch/scrape habitat 

 

 
Areas of shallow pooling water are beneficial to snipe and other waders as additional sources of aquatic invertebrate prey.  The proposed 

habitat is likely to attract wetland birds  like curlew and snipe 

The wetland scape area will be made by excavating and removing the top soils.   

The ditch with a complex edge profile will be formed which fills with water over winter and holds it through until early summer in most years.   It will be designed 

to accommodate an average winter water depth of circa 0.5.m but have shallow margins.  

The profile will be gentle enough to still permit cutting with agricultural machinery  where desirable but sufficiently varied to create the habitat gradient of dry to 

seasonally wet.  

Formation would be done using load spreading excavators to minimise compaction of the retained soil horizon.  Excess soils would be removed from site.  


