2015/0012
Mr & Mrs Hodgson
Erection of a barn for agricultural storage (Prior Notification).
Rockley Abbey Farm, Rockley Lane, Worsbrough, Barnsley S75 3DS.

Site Location and Description
The prior notification site lies within the fairly isolated Rockley Abbey Farm complex, off Rockley Lane, to the west of the M1 motorway, some 2km to the north west of junction 36. The surrounding area comprises of agricultural land and woodland (Green Belt).
There are a number of existing agricultural buildings within the complex as well as the main farmhouse. The farm unit is well in excess of 5 hectares.
Proposed Development
The application is a prior notification for the erection of a barn adjacent to existing agricultural buildings (to the south west of the complex) for the storage of winter feed and machinery. The barn would be 24.38 x 18.288 x 8.602m to the ridge (6.096m to the eaves) with an overall floor area of 446 square metres.

The barn would be of basic construction with walls comprising of grey/brown concrete panels and timber boards and the roof of natural grey fibre cement.
Policy Context
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Green Belt.
Barnsley Local Development Framework Adopted Core Strategy (CS):

CSP29 – Design – sets out the overarching design principles for the borough to ensure that development is appropriate to its context and states that high quality development will be expected.
CSP34 – Protection of Green Belt – the Green Belt is to be safeguarded and remain unchanged.

Barnsley Unitary Development Plan adopted 2000 (UDP) (Saved policies):
No relevant saved policies.
National Policy Planning Framework (NPPF):

Core planning principle 4 states that planning should always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings.
Requiring good design.

· Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development.

· Planning policies and decisions should aim to ensure that developments (amongst other things) will function well and add to the overall quality of the area, respond to local character and history reflect the identity of local surroundings and are visually attractive.

Protecting Green Belt land.

· The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts. The fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban sprawl by keeping land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green Belts are their openness and their permanence.

· A local planning authority should regard the construction of new buildings as inappropriate in Green Belt. Exceptions to this include buildings for agriculture and forestry.
Consultations

None.
Representations

None.

Assessment
Whilst the site of the proposed barn lies within Green Belt, being an agricultural building, it does not constitute inappropriate development.
The Prior Notification application provides the Local Planning Authority with 28 days to determine whether the proposal permitted under Part 6 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 (GPDO 1995) requires prior approval for siting, design and external appearance.
The proposal is considered to constitute permitted development in that it meets the requirements set out under Part 6 of the GPDO 1995 including that the provision of the building is designed for agricultural purposes (but not livestock), the ground area which would be covered by the building would not exceed 465 square metres, the height of the building would not exceed 12 metres and it would not be within 25 metres of a metalled part of a trunk road or classified road.
It is further considered that the proposed barn is sited in an acceptable location being immediately adjacent to existing agricultural buildings within the farm complex which are significantly screened from long distance views by surrounding woodland, and is of a purpose built design which is acceptable in terms of visual amenity and the impact on the openness of the Green Belt. The proposal complies with the policy context.
Recommendation

Prior approval not required.
