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Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

Westgate Plaza,

PO Box 604, 

Barnsley, 

S70 9GG

30th June 2025
PLANNING CONSULTATION RESPONSE

	Application No
	2025/0532

	Proposal
	Conversion of a vacant Church and Church Hall, installation of first floor in Church Building, and associated works to create 11 residential apartments (Use Class C3)

	Address
	Wesleyan Reform Church, Wakefield Road, Smithies, Barnsley, S71 1NP.


Thank you for giving South Yorkshire Police ‘Designing Out Crime Officers’ the opportunity to review this planning application.
BREEAM UK New Construction Residential Document 

This document is a customer-focused, third-party assessment and certification scheme. It recognises new homes where performance meets best-practice standards that are often significantly above those required by regulation. It defines a rigorous, evidence-based, relevant and independent voluntary standard for new homes, and is built on tried and tested processes commonly used in the UK and the rest of the world.

Aim 

To promote the design of developments where people feel safe and secure, and where crime and the fear of crime does not reduce people's quality of life or sense of community. 
Benefit 

Reduces the costs and disruption associated with crime for the occupiers. 

Improves the health and wellbeing of the occupiers by limiting stress from the fear of crime. 

Improves natural surveillance by making sure public spaces are overlooked and avoiding blank walls (walls without openings). 

Helps limit costs for the police. 
Context 

Feelings of safety and security are essential to successful, sustainable communities. Freedom from crime and the fear of crime has a major impact on quality of life. 
· The Crime Survey for England and Wales (CSEW) shows the likelihood of being a victim of crime has fallen considerably over time: 
· around 14 in 100 adults were victims when surveyed in 2017 compared with around 24 in 100 adults a decade earlier (survey year ending March 2007). 
Criteria 
01 Home information Prerequisite. 

· Home information needs to be provided as part of or all of the criteria in this issue. 
02 Approved Document Q compliance

· Minimum requirement Approved Document Q (England) must be complied with. 
03 Security needs assessment Prerequisite 

· A Suitably Qualified Security Specialist (SQSS) conducts an evidence-based Security Needs Assessment (SNA) during or prior to early design stages (typically RIBA Stage 2 or equivalent). 
04 Security features up to 9 credits 

· The Suitably Qualified Security Specialist (SQSS) develops a set of recommendations or solutions during or prior to early design stages (typically RIBA Stage 2 or equivalent). These recommendations or solutions aim to ensure that the homes, and external areas within the site's boundary are designed and specified to address the issues identified in the preceding SNA. 

· The recommendations or solutions proposed by the Suitably Qualified Security Specialist (SQSS) are implemented (see Implementing recommendations or solutions): crit 1 crit 2 crit 3 crit 4 crit 5
DefinitionsSecured by Design (SBD)
A police initiative that seeks to encourage the construction industry to adopt crime prevention measures in the design of developments, to assist in reducing the opportunity for, and fear of, crime. Secured by Design is owned by the National Police Chiefs’ Council (NPCC) and has the support of the Home Office Crime Reduction and Community Safety Group and other Government Departments. The National Police Chiefs’ Council for England, Wales and Police Scotland endorse and support the Secured by Design programme.Security Needs Assessment (SNA)

The project and site-specific assessment of security needs, including:

· A visual audit of the site and surroundings, identifying environmental cues and features pertinent to the security of the proposed development.
· Formal consultation with relevant stakeholders, including the local ALO, CPDA and Counter terrorism security advisers (CTSAs) (as applicable), in order to obtain a summary of crime and disorder issues in the immediate vicinity of the proposed development. Crime data are also publicly accessible at www.police.uk.
· Identification of security risks specific to the proposed development and its inhabitants or users.
· Identification of any detrimental effects the development may have on its surroundings and the existing community.

· The purpose of the assessment is to aid decision-making and allow the identification and evaluation of security recommendations or solutions. Secured by Design may help the SQSS when developing the recommendations or solutions addressing the issues raised in the SNA. Any deviation from those recommendations shall be justified, documented and agreed with a suitably qualified security specialist.

Site Observations/Officer Recommendations

Building Regulations in the form of Document Q state that doors and windows meeting a certain standard must be installed in the property.  These standards are the same as those required by Secured by Design (SBD) to ensure a reasonable level of physical security to the development.  

Document Q refers to mortice locks on doors, however with the use of uPVC and composite doors, locks complying with security standards TS007 3 star or SS312 Diamond are those that comply with SBD standards.

Secured by Design standards can be met with very little additional cost in the construction of this development, yet these standards and SBD accreditation are likely to increase the desirability and security of a particular property.  

All products should be fitted in accordance with the manufacturer's instructions, BS or EN standards. 
Should you wish to discuss these recommendations or require further details on any of the points mentioned in this report please contact me on the details below.

Kindest Regards 

Barry ‘Jack’ Regan                                         

Designing Out Crime Officer                          

South Yorkshire Police                                  

The HUB

Safer Neighbourhood Services

Barnsley Police Station

S70 2DL

Email barry.regan@southyorks.pnn.police.uk
Tel 01226 736017

Mob 07464 986563

