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1. Introduction
This Design and Access Statement has been prepared to support the planning application for the proposed internal alterations and additional illuminated signage at the property known as "Mint." The purpose of this document is to outline the design rationale and demonstrate how the proposed layout meets relevant planning requirements, with particular consideration given to accessibility, functionality, and signage visibility.
2. Site Context
The property is located at 48 Barugh Green Road, currently empty, formerly functioning as Mint Sandwich Bar and Delicatessen. The proposed changes are confined to the internal layout and external signage, enhancing the building’s operational efficiency while maintaining its external character.
3. Design Proposal
The proposed layout includes the following key features:
· Open Plan Layout: Maximising usable space with a focus on flexibility and capacity.
· Toilet Area: Located in the back right corner, measuring 2m x 2m, providing accessible restroom facilities.
· Cellar: Positioned in front of the toilet, with dimensions of 2m x 1.3m, for storage purposes.
· Bar Area: Measuring 800mm x 2m, strategically placed to abut the cellar for operational efficiency.
· Staff Area: Defined between the bar and the right-hand wall, marked with hatching in the plan, dedicated for staff movement and operational activities.
· Access Points: Including a front door, rear fire exit, and clearly marked windows to ensure natural light and emergency egress.
· Illuminated Signage: Proposed addition of externally illuminated signage to improve visibility and branding, designed to be in keeping with the building's character and compliant with local signage regulations.
4. Access Considerations
· Inclusive Design: The layout has been designed to be as inclusive as possible, with wide, open areas ensuring ease of movement.
· Entrances: The main entrance and fire exit provide level access to accommodate wheelchair users.
· Internal Circulation: Clear, unobstructed pathways are maintained throughout the space to facilitate easy navigation.
· Staff Area: A designated staff area improves operational flow and safety within the working environment.
· Signage Accessibility: The illuminated signage is positioned for maximum visibility while ensuring it does not obstruct pedestrian pathways or create visual clutter.
5. Use and Capacity
The design aims to optimise capacity while ensuring comfort and safety:
· Comfortable Capacity: Approximately 27 people based on 1 m² per person.
· Dense Capacity: Up to 54 people, suitable for events or peak times.
6. Safety and Compliance
· Fire Safety: The layout includes a clearly marked fire exit, with unobstructed egress routes.
· Signage Compliance: The proposed illuminated signage complies with local planning authority guidelines for lighting levels and placement.
· General Compliance: The proposal complies with the relevant Building Regulations and accessibility standards.
7. Opening Hours
The proposed opening hours are as follows:
· Saturday: 1:00 PM - 10:30 PM
· Sunday: 1:00 PM - 10:00 PM
· Monday - Friday: 4:00 PM - 10:00 PM

8. Noise Management Policy

To minimise potential noise disturbances to neighbouring properties, the following measures will be implemented:
· Operational Hours: Activities will be limited to the stated opening hours to reduce late-night noise.
· Noise Control: Background music will be maintained at a reasonable volume, and external speakers will not be used. Noise control is governed by a Noise Management Policy and Operational Plan
· Building Design: The internal layout and materials used will help to contain sound within the premises.
· Regular Monitoring: Staff will be trained to manage noise levels effectively, and regular checks will be conducted to ensure compliance.
· Communication with Neighbours: A clear line of communication will be maintained with local residents to address any concerns promptly.
9. Conclusion
This Design and Access Statement demonstrates that the proposed layout, additional illuminated signage, specified opening hours, and noise management policy are well-considered, enhancing the functionality, accessibility, and visibility of the property without adversely affecting its character. The design prioritises inclusivity, operational efficiency, and compliance with planning policies.
Submitted by: David Clayton
Date: 14.07.2025

