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TREE CONSULTATION RESPONSE
	Application No
	2026/0109

	Proposal
	Remove Sycamore trees 1, 2 and 3 within TPO 16/1974.

	Address
	54A Dodworth Green Road, Dodworth, Barnsley, S75 3RT.

	Date of Consultation Reply 
	26/05/2026

	Consultee
	Edward Jowett (Tree Officer)



	Consultation Assessment and Justification

	
The trees which are subject to this application form part of an area of protected trees which covers the gardens of both 54 and 54A Dodworth Green Road. The trees which make up this Area TPO are prominent in the locality and as such have high amenity value.

The works proposed are to remove three Sycamore trees located in the garden of the applicants property, however little justification was provided and as such this information was requested and subsequently received via email on 27th April 2026. 

The justification noted that T1 and T2 are twin stemmed and sway in the wind allowing the canopy to touch the side of the dwelling, it also asserts that these trees have no inherent strength given they are twin stemmed, however no clarification or explanation of this conclusion was provided. It was also noted that the gable of the house had to be rebuilt in the past due to large cracks in the wall which the applicant notes was possibly due to the trees, however no claims of damage have been made or evidenced as part of this application. Ultimately the justification for the removal of these two trees centres around perceived threats to the property and from the growth habit of the trees with no evidence or details of actual physical reasons this conclusion has been reached being provided. With regards to T3 the reasons for removal provided were that the tree leans towards the dwelling, causes shade and contributes towards damp issues. Unfortunately shade and damp issues are not reason to remove a protected tree as these are natural occurrences associated with all trees and the shelter they provide and likewise a lean to varying degrees is associated with most trees to some extent as very few are perfectly upright. Trees are self-optimising organisms and grow subject to the forces and conditions they are exposed to and as such having more than one stem or a lean on its own is not necessarily a matter for concern.

Unfortunately potential future damage and potential issues with the structure of the tree cannot be considered reason to remove trees without this being proven and evidenced as ultimately a similar claim could be made against any tree in close proximity to a property or with a twin/multi-stemmed trunk or a lean. Regrettably we have no option but to refuse the application to remove these three trees due to a lack of justification and evidence to demonstrate that this is the only option. 

Note: Assessments of tree condition and safety are based on a simple visual inspection from ground level. Comments should not be taken as a definitive assessment of tree health, as this should be carried out by a suitably qualified arboriculturist, possibly including a high level inspection. The applicant should be reminded of the owner's legal responsibilities to ensure that trees are regularly inspected and maintained in a safe condition.


	
	
	Object*

	*Delete as applicable

	Consultation Suggested Conditions:

N/A


	Consultation Informative(s):

N/A
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