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1.0 Introduction  

This Archaeology and Heritage Statement has been prepared on behalf of The Garganey Trust to 
accompany a full planning application for the Wings Across The Ings (WATI) project at Wombwell, 
South Yorkshire (Planning Application Ref 2017/1264). This Statement has been prepared by Kirsten 
Holland, MCIfA. Illustrations were produced by Alex Craven, JBA Consulting. 

Specific objectives of this Statement in relation to this development site are to: 

 Summarise the results of archaeological assessments and investigations undertaken within 
the development site; 

 To identify the potential for sub-surface archaeological remains to be present within the 
5development site and their archaeological significance; 

 To identify whether the proposed development will affect the significance of any identified 
archaeological remains; and 

 To formulate a strategy of further archaeological investigation to mitigate effects on 
archaeological remains in a manner proportionate to their significance. 

 

2.0 Site Description 

There are two development sites which form part of the planning application: Wings Across the Ings 
and Doveside. 

The Wings Across the Ings (WATI) development site is located approximately 1.25km east of 
Wombwell, South Yorkshire. The site is centred on grid reference SE 414 033 (441460 403340) and 
extends to 18.5 hectares. The site is located between 22m and 28m above Ordnance Datum and rises 
slightly in the centre of the area. It lies to the north of Everill Gate Lane, south of the Bulling Dyke 
and parallel to Ings Lane, a bridleway. There is no public access to the main site; farm access is via a 
track running from Everill Gate Lane to the south. A small proportion of the site, lies north of Bulling 
Dyke, and this is accessible via a bridleway. 

The site is currently open farmland. The larger western field is under arable cultivation and the 
smaller, eastern field is under rough pasture. To the north are areas of open water within Wombwell 
Ings nature reserve fed by a series of ditches, whilst a similar area to the south, Broomhill Flash, is 
managed as a nature reserve by the Garganey Trust. The underlying geology comprises mudstone, 
siltstone and sandstone of the Pennine Middle Coal Measures formation. The majority of the site lies 
on a sand and gravel island surrounded by alluvial deposits. Alluvium is recorded extending across the 
north-eastern edge of the site into the eastern corner. 

The Doveside development site is located south of Darfield. The site is centred on grid reference SE 
412 039 (441200 403900) and extends to 4.54 hectares. The site is located at approximately 22m 
above Ordnance Datum The site lies to the immediate south of a modern residential development and 
north of the River Dove. It is occupied by a central lake, surrounded by open grassland with some 
wooded areas and hedgerows.  

3.0 Description of Development 

The WATI scheme is intended to create new habitats to connect, expand and increase populations of 
wetland and farmland wildlife, especially nationally declining and priority species of water birds such 
as lapwing, snipe and redshank. A change in farming practices with the aim of supporting nature 
conservation will also represent a significant improvement in biodiversity. Flood risk will be reduced 
by the creation of new flood storage, the partial re-routing of Bulling Dike through the site and the 
creation of new flood defences which will reduce flood risk for an adjacent caravan site, as well as 
businesses and residents further downstream. 

The proposal involves: 

 Creation of a new wetland to the right bank of Bulling Dike, with reed bed and wet grassland 
habitats, to be fed by two sources of water;  
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 Creation of new wet grassland areas in the east of the site, with a network of scrapes: 
shallow depressions which seasonally hold water. The wet grassland will be fed by overflow 
from Broomhill Flash to avoid a water deficit through the summer months; 

 Construction of control structures and a culvert to direct water to where it is needed to 
maintain habitat areas; 

 Creation of a bund to prevent flooding from Bulling Dike into surrounding areas; 
 Sowing of native meadow seed mixes to reprofiled areas to create more ecologically valuable 

grassland habitats. Creation of reptile refugia and otter holts; 
 Letting of part of the site to a tenant farmer with changes in farming practices to benefit 

farmland bird species; and 
 Diversion of an existing section of Bulling Dike, with the redundant section retained as 

wetland habitat for floodplain connectivity and flood storage. 

Development plans and scheme drawings are included with the planning application. An outline plan 
of the proposed development layout, overlain with the results of archaeological investigations is 
included in Appendix A.  

The Doveside scheme involves: 

 Removal of silted material from an existing scrape; 
 Creation of new wetland and wet meadow areas by raising water levels on the site; 
 Construction of small drop-board weir structure within the existing outfall ditch to raise water 

levels on site; and 
 Construction of bunds and drains to the western and eastern boundaries to ensure water 

levels outside the site are not raised. 

Development plans and scheme drawings are included with the planning application. 

4.0 Archaeological Assessments and Investigations  

The Archaeological and Heritage desk-based assessment completed in 2017 considered both the 
WATI and Doveside schemes. As a result of discussions with South Yorkshire Archaeology Service 
(SYAS) the original design at Doveside was amended to remove the scrapes with the potential to 
affect previously unrecorded archaeological remains. One scrape forms part of the scheme, however, 
this is an existing scrape, cut in the 1990s when the two ponds on site were dug.  The scrape has 
subsequently infilled with material and vegetation.  The plan for this scrape, is to remove the material 
that has accumulated within this scrape since the 1990s and will not cut into the underlying deposits. 
As a result of this it was agreed with SYAS that further archaeological investigation at the Doveside 
site was not required. The following sections focus on the investigations and significance of remains 
at the WATI site. 

4.1 Heritage Assessment, FAS Heritage, Feb 2018 

An Archaeological and Heritage Desk-Based Assessment was produced by FAS Heritage in October 
2017. It was subsequently updated in February 2018 to account for proposed changes at the 
Doveside site. The Assessment considered background data and information for a 1km buffer study 
area, from the South Yorkshire Historic Environment Record (HER), Historic England archive, historic 
mapping, aerial photographs, geological mapping, LiDAR data and secondary published sources. A 
copy of the Assessment is included in Appendix B and is therefore only summarised here. 

No known heritage assets pre-dating the Iron Age period were identified within the study area. 
Several cropmarks of potential Iron Age to Romano-British date were identified within the study area. 
Two of these sites are located to the east of the site and one was located within the site. An aerial 
photograph held by the South Yorkshire HER and further aerial photographs from Historic England 
were used to plot the cropmarks across the WATI site. The cropmarks described an enclosure and 
connected rectilinear features (see Figure 3, Appendix B). These cropmarks were assigned a probable 
Iron Age to Roman date based on their morphology and similarities to other excavated examples in 
the region. Further evidence for Roman activity in the study area is suggested by a 17th century 
account of a coin hoard at Darfield which has been assumed to be Roman in date. 
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Assets of early medieval date include fragments of 8th and 9th century sculpture at All Saints’ Church 
in Darfield to the north of the site, that were reused in the walls of the medieval church. The socket 
for a medieval standing cross is also located in the churchyard. Wombwell Old Hall to the south-west 
of the study area was the medieval manorial seat of the Wombwell family; it was subsequently 
converted into multiple residences prior to demolition. LiDAR data revealed the presence of ridge and 
furrow earthworks of medieval or more probably post-medieval date, which have been truncated by 
the later creation of wetland habitats, in the south of the study area. 

During the post-medieval period the area surrounding Wombwell Ings became increasingly industrial 
in character as the exploitation of coal resources resulted in the establishment of numerous collieries 
from the 18th century onwards. Historic mapping indicates that the development site remained 
undeveloped from the mid-19th century onwards. The site was depicted as sub-divided into six linear 
fields on a broadly north-east to south-west alignment until the Ordnance Survey map of 1938 when 
the site was depicted as two fields in the same arrangement as the present time.  

The Assessment identified the potential for the proposed scheme to affect buried archaeological 
deposits associated with the cropmarks of potential Iron Age or Roman date within the site. As the 
full extent and significance of these cropmarks could not be determined from the desk-based 
assessment a programme of geophysical survey was recommended to provide further information. 

4.2 Geophysical Survey, Magnitude Surveys, Nov, 2017 

A fluxgate gradiometer (magnetic) survey was undertaken by Magnitude Surveys in November 2017. 
The survey was conducted in line with the current best practice guidelines produced by Historic 
England (David et al., 2008), the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA, 2014a) and the 
European Archaeological Council (Schmidt et al., 2015). A copy of the survey report is included in 
Appendix C and is therefore only summarised here. 

The geophysical survey comprised a hand-pulled, cart-mounted fluxgate gradiometer survey across 
18 hectares covering the majority of the site. The data was subsequently subject to processing and 
interpretation, including comparison with historic mapping, LiDAR data and aerial imagery as outlined 
in the survey report. 

Numerous anomalous responses were identified against the magnetic background indicating the 
technique responded well to the environment of the survey area. Modern interference was generally 
limited to the perimeter of the site, produced by fences, pylons, telegraph poles and other modern 
features. A discrete area of mixed waste and ferrous debris was detected within the north-eastern 
area of the site which masked any underlying features which may be present. 

A well-defined settlement area was detected by the survey, extending across the site. This was 
characterised by enclosures and field boundaries built off a central ditch feature that acts a spine to 
the complex. The complex ran along a ridge orientated approximately northwest to southeast through 
the site and centred on the slightly higher ground of a glaciofluvial sand and gravel island. Anomalies 
with the strongest enhancement were associated with the enclosures and field boundaries attached to 
the north-western and south-eastern end of the central ditch which may be indicative of more 
intensive anthropogenic use of the area. Five anomalies indicative of intense in-situ burning were 
interpreted as potential kilns in the south-east and south-west areas of the site. 

Ridge and furrow ploughing was also detected throughout the site. The alignment of the ridge and 
furrow run roughly parallel to the subdivision field boundaries depicted on historic OS maps indicating 
the ridge and furrow may be post-medieval in origin. A weak linear anomaly correlated with the 
location of a former field boundary depicted on historic maps. 

Several of the potential archaeological anomalies corresponded well with the cropmarks identified 
during the desk-based assessment, but the geophysical survey also identified new enclosures, field 
boundaries, and discrete features enhancing the identification of the cropmarks (see Figure 5, 
Appendix C). 
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4.3 Evaluation Excavations, ASWYAS, June 2018 

A programme of evaluation excavation was undertaken by Archaeological Services, WYAS in March 
2018, reported in June 2018. The evaluation was undertaken in accordance with a Written Scheme of 
Investigation prepared by FAS Heritage and agreed with South Yorkshire Archaeology Services and 
Standards and Guidance issued by the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA, 2014b). A copy of 
the evaluation report is included in Appendix D and is therefore only summarised here. 

Sixteen evaluation trenches, totalling 2% of the site, were positioned to investigate areas of potential 
archaeological deposits identified from the desk-based assessment and geophysical survey, and also 
to define the deposit model in areas where the geophysical survey produced negative results. 
Trenches measured 100m x 4m (Trenches 2, 3, 5, 7, 8, 10 and 11), 75m x 2m (Trenches 12 and 16) 
or 50m x 2m (Trenches 1, 4, 6, 9, 13, 14, 15).  

Across the site, a dark brown or greyish-brown clayey-silt topsoil was generally found at the surface, 
measuring between 0.10m and 0.35m in depth. The topsoil sealed a thin naturally occurring subsoil, 
generally consisting of mid-brown silty-sand or silty-clay, although this extended up to 0.50m in depth 
in several trenches. At the eastern end of Trench 5, the northern end of Trench 12 and throughout 
Trench 13, a landfill deposit measuring up to 0.75m in depth was recorded. This deposit filled a cut 
through the subsoil and natural and was overlain by topsoil.  

Trenches 4, 5 10-14 and 16 were devoid of archaeological features. Trenches 5, 12 and 13 confirmed 
that the area of magnetic disturbance identified on the geophysical survey was comprised of an early 
20th century landfill deposit. The other results are summarised by trench in the table below. 

Trench Summary 
1 The trench contained one furrow, a ditch terminus, and a ditch which appeared to be 

sealed by an alluvial subsoil deposit and later disturbed by rooting. This feature 
corresponded with the geophysical anomaly. 

2 The trench targeted geophysical anomalies which appeared to form a sub-rectangular 
enclosure. The features correlated strongly with the geophysics, containing four or five 
ditches or gullies and two pits. 

3 The trench targeted geophysical anomalies which appeared to form a set of several 
sub-rectangular enclosures. The features correlated strongly with the geophysics, 
containing eight linear ditches or gullies and three pits. 

6 The trench targeted a single large linear geophysical anomaly which correlated with 
two large intercutting ditches and a furrow crossing the centre of the trench. 

7 The trench targeted a single linear geophysical anomaly. It contained five furrows and 
one ditch which correlated strongly with the results of the geophysical survey. 

8 The trench targeted three linear geophysical anomalies, two of which proved negative 
and one correlated strongly with a ditch. Two furrows and an area of probable rooting 
or burrowing were observed. 

9 The trench contained one ditch which correlated strongly with the results of the 
geophysical survey. Several furrows were also observed. 

10 The trench contained a number of furrows, a kiln and one ditch which correlated 
strongly with the results of the geophysical survey. 

11 The trench targeted a number of geophysical anomalies which appeared to form a set 
of enclosures and possible trackway or field boundaries. On excavation the trench 
contained eight ditches or gullies and several furrows. 

15 The trench targeted several geophysical anomalies and contained two pits and two 
gullies. 

 

The archaeological evaluations clarified the results of the geophysical survey and defined the areas 
that contain archaeological deposits. Although features had been truncated by ploughing in some 
areas, they were overall well preserved. Generally, the features investigated corresponded well with 
the geophysical survey anomalies and crop mark data, although additional features indicated that the 
enclosures are likely to contain internal archaeological features not detected by the geophysical 
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survey. The presence of a kiln in Trench 10 confirmed the geophysical survey interpretation of 
possible kiln structures. The contrast between archaeological features and plough furrows was clear. 
None of the features investigated had any indication of having been waterlogged. 

Several trenches that were targeted upon anomalies failed to identify any archaeological remains, 
instead identifying modern agricultural land drains or ploughing activity (e.g. Trenches 4, 5, 14 and 
16). The area of magnetic disturbance in the north of the site was confirmed to be the result of late 
19th and early-20th century landfill. 

The majority of archaeological features and deposits investigated were of Romano-British date, 
containing locally produced mid to late 2nd century pottery and conform to known patterns of 
brickwork field systems and enclosures that exist in the wider region. The morphology of the 
identified archaeological remains reinforces the pattern identified during the geophysical survey. 
There are two clusters of enclosures at the north-western and south-eastern ends of a central ditch 
which forms a spine to the settlement. These enclosures contain internal features which indicate a 
more intensive level of occupation, with the greatest density at the north-western complex. Branching 
from the central ditch are a number of ditches which appear to form field boundaries or land sub-
divisions. 

There was limited environmental evidence recovered from the site. Cereal grain was present in one 
gully terminus, contained a mixed deposit of spelt wheat, barley and oat grains, probably waste from 
a number of cereal drying events. This was located in the enclosures containing the greatest density 
of archaeological features. The majority of the features contained clinker and coal probably 
originating from post-medieval industrial activity in the area, particularly within the kiln excavated in 
Trench 10. This kiln is probably post-medieval in origin with an industrial purpose given the evidence 
from the collected samples. 

 

5.0 Assessment of Significance 

5.1 Methodology 

The significance of a heritage asset is defined in the National Planning Policy Framework (2012) as:  

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest. 
That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic. Significance derives not 
only from a heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting. 

This Statement will assess the significance of heritage assets within the development site. To aid the 
assessment of significance the following criteria have been developed to allow an assessment of 
relative significance of assets to be identified. These have been adapted from the published criteria in 
the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB, 2007). 

Significance Examples 
Very High World Heritage Sites and places of international importance due to their 

‘outstanding universal value’. 
High Scheduled Monuments 

Grade I or II* Listed Buildings  
Grade I or II* Registered Parks and Gardens  
Registered Battlefields  
Non-designated heritage assets of equivalent national significance or potential 
to contribute significantly to national research objectives  

Medium Grade II Listed Buildings  
Grade II Registered Parks and Gardens  
Conservation Areas 
Undesignated assets of regional significance with potential to contribute 
significantly to regional research objectives. This includes assets which have 
particular regional associations, or may have particularly important 
associations at a local level. 
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Significance Examples 
Low Locally Listed Buildings 

Undesignated assets which are relatively poorly preserved, or have limited 
interest at a local level and low potential to add to regional research 
objectives. 

Negligible Assets that have very limited or no archaeological, historical or cultural 
significance, including those with very poor preservation. 

Uncertain Sites where there is evidence that a heritage asset may exist, but where there 
is insufficient information to determine its nature, extent, survival and 
significance given current knowledge. 

 

5.2 Heritage Assets and Archaeological Potential 

The investigations within the site have identified a complex of Romano-British enclosures and field 
boundaries or sub-divisions with archaeological interest for their potential to yield evidence about the 
domestic and economic character of the period. The features identified during the geophysical survey 
and investigated during the evaluation are consistent with patterns of Iron Age and Romano-British 
brickwork field systems and enclosures that exist in the wider Yorkshire and East Midlands regions. 
The two clusters of enclosures at the north-western and south-eastern ends of the central ditch which 
forms the spine to the settlement contain internal features which indicate a more intensive level of 
occupation. These occupation areas have greater potential to contribute to regional research 
objectives as they are the locations where environmental and artefactual evidence is more likely to be 
present to supplement the evidence that can be obtained from archaeological features. The pottery 
recovered from the evaluation has a form that suggests it was locally produced and dates to the mid 
to late 2nd century AD and includes some waste material. It is a significant assemblage, given the 
limited quantity of pottery recovered from other brickwork enclosures in the region. The 
archaeological remains of Romano-British activity within the site have the potential to contribute to 
regional research objectives relating to the rural economy of the period, including agricultural 
intensification (Roskams and Wyman, 2007) and are therefore considered to be of medium heritage 
significance. 

The ridge and furrow within the site were recorded during geophysical survey and their presence 
confirmed during the evaluation. No pottery or other artefactual evidence was recorded within the 
evaluated furrows to provide a secure date, however, based on their alignment with the field 
boundaries recorded on post-medieval historic mapping and the lack of any medieval pottery 
recovered during the evaluation a post-medieval date is considered more likely. The ridge and furrow 
have archaeological interest for their potential to contribute to the understanding of post-medieval 
agricultural practice, although the significance of the ridge and furrow is considered to be low to 
negligible as they are a well-documented form of agricultural feature with limited potential to 
contribute to research objectives, although the documented evidence contributes to the 
understanding of agricultural changes to previously marginal land in the post-medieval period. 

Field boundaries of post-medieval date have been identified within the site from historic mapping and 
identified within evaluation trenches. The field boundaries have archaeological interest for their 
potential to contribute to the understanding of post-medieval agricultural practice, although the 
significance of the boundaries is considered to be negligible as they are already documented on 
historic mapping and have very limited potential to contribute to research objectives. 

The excavated kiln is considered to have a post-medieval date and an industrial function based upon 
its form and the large quantities of coal and clinker present within the environmental samples. There 
was no evidence that it had been used for pottery production or was associated with the Romano-
British occupation of the site. Further potential kiln features were identified within the geophysical 
survey. The excavated kiln is considered to have archaeological interest for its potential to add to 
knowledge about the industrial exploitation of the area during the post-medieval period. It is of 
interest at a local level and has limited potential to contribute to regional research objectives. The kiln 
is therefore considered to be of low heritage significance.  
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There is potential for further previously unrecorded heritage assets with archaeological interest within 
the development site. These assets are most likely to be of Romano-British date and associated with 
the known enclosure and field boundary features, Features associated with the Romano-British period 
may be of low to medium heritage significance depending on their complexity, with settlement 
remains more likely to contribute to research objectives and be of medium significance, whilst field 
boundaries would be of low significance. Further features associated with the post-medieval 
agricultural uses of the site may also be identified, although these are unlikely to be more than 
negligible to low significance. Although features of an early prehistoric, early medieval or medieval 
date cannot be entirely ruled out, the lack of any features or significant artefacts from these periods 
indicates this is unlikely. The four residual flint artefacts add to the evidence of an early prehistoric 
presence in the area, although the features excavated during the evaluation are unlikely to be of an 
early prehistoric date. 

Several further potential kilns were identified within the development site during geophysical survey. 
Whilst these are anticipated to be of post-medieval date as with the evaluated kiln structure, a 
Romano-British date cannot be ruled out. If the kilns were to be of Romano-British date they may be 
associated with cereal processing or small-scale pottery production would be likely to contribute to 
regional research objectives associated with agricultural exploitation and economy or pottery 
production and trade (Roskams and Wyman, 2007) and be of medium heritage significance.  

6.0 Impact Assessment 

6.1 Designated Assets 

The only designated heritage assets within the study area are the Grade I Church of All Saints Listed 
Building at Darfield and Grade II Listed obelisk and the Scheduled remains of an early medieval cross 
base, both located within the churchyard. These assets have a setting of the churchyard and 
immediate surroundings which is enhanced by their group association. The development site is 
sufficiently distant from these assets that it makes no contribution to their setting or significance. The 
scheme will therefore not affect the setting or significance of these designated assets. 

6.2 WATI Site 

There are three areas of the development which will result in significant earthwork activities with the 
potential to remove archaeological deposits within their footprint. These are the new reed bed in the 
central north of the site, the new water channel in the north-west of the site and the spoil bund 
parallel with the southern boundary of the site. These three areas of large scale earthworks are 
located across areas of recorded field boundaries of probable Romano-British date and have been 
designed to avoid the concentrations of archaeological remains associated with the enclosures and 
potential occupation sites. It is anticipated that within the footprint of these earthworks 
archaeological remains may be significantly truncated or removed entirely during the construction 
phase. 

The excavation of swales and channels to create wetland habitat is proposed in the north-eastern 
part of the site. These swales are primarily located within the area of late-19th and early-20th century 
landfill. The natural deposits underlying the landfill deposits were reached during the evaluation, but 
no archaeological features were observed. The swales will generally be shallow features within a wet 
grassland environment and will not penetrate to a depth beyond the landfill deposit. Due to their 
shallow nature it is unlikely that they would affect any previously unrecorded archaeological remains 
buried below the landfill deposit. 

The two areas of enclosures with internal features indicative of occupation and the other identified 
kiln features lie outside of the footprint of proposed earthworks and excavations. The layout of the 
scheme has been redesigned from an earlier iteration to avoid potential impacts on these more 
significant areas of archaeological remains. This allows these two areas of archaeological activity 
within the enclosures, along with most of the connecting ditch to be preserved in situ and therefore 
conserves the archaeological interest and heritage significance of the site for the future. As part of 
the new management regime for the site these areas will be converted from arable cultivation to 
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pasture. This will have a beneficial effect on the archaeological interest of these remains as they will 
be removed from the potentially harmful effects of truncation by regular ploughing.   

6.3 Doveside Site 

There are no recorded heritage assets within the Doveside site. The extent of proposed earthworks at 
Doveside is limited to the dredging of a scrape previously excavated in the 1990s to remove 
accumulated material, the creation of two 1m-1.5m earthwork bunds and the construction of two 
drains with a width of 1m at the bed and 2.5m at the bank top and a depth of 0.5m to divert existing 
flows. These excavations are considered to have limited potential to affect previously unrecorded 
archaeological remains due to their scale and within the area of the scrape will have been previously 
disturbed by the construction of the existing nature reserve features. No further work is 
recommended at the Doveside site.  

 

7.0 Recommendations  

The proposed development will affect the buried archaeological remains of field boundaries and 
enclosures of Romano-British date. It may also affect any previously unrecorded archaeological 
remains not identified through the existing investigations. It is therefore considered appropriate to 
implement a programme of archaeological investigation to record archaeological remains before they 
are removed through development.  

Impacts will be greatest in the areas of the new water channel, reed bed and spoil bund. It is 
recommended in these locations that a programme of archaeological strip, map and sample 
investigation is implemented to identify the extent of archaeological remains that will be affected, 
excavate and record them to a level proportionate to their significance. Within the proposed swales 
and channels in the north-east of the site the impact is anticipated to remain within the deposits of 
the late 19th century and early 20th century landfill. Further archaeological investigation in this area is 
therefore not proposed. A Written Scheme of Investigation for these works has been prepared and is 
included in Appendix E. 

The archaeological mitigation can be secured through a negative condition on the planning consent 
and in accordance with the Written Scheme of Investigation. The mitigation should be implemented 
prior to the main earthworks phase of development.  

The applicant is a charitable trust and as part of its charitable objectives it promotes the conservation 
of heritage and biodiversity and provides opportunities for access, education, demonstration and 
research. The Trust is keen to explore options for public engagement and dissemination of the results 
of archaeological investigations once the significance of remains is fully understood. Provision to 
identify a proportionate and appropriate method of dissemination and engagement has been included 
in the WSI. 
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This report is produced solely for the benefit of The Garganey Trust and no liability is accepted for 
any reliance placed on it by any other party. This report is prepared for the proposed uses stated in 
the report and should not be relied upon for other purposes. In time fresh information or amended 
legislation may necessitate a re-assessment. Opinions and information provided in this report are 
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Summary 
 
This document presents the results of a Heritage Assessment (HA) for a proposed wetland 
creation scheme at Wombwell, South Yorkshire.  The HA has been prepared by FAS Heritage on 
behalf of JBA Consulting for Garganey Trust. 
 
The assessment considers two sites; a larger site to the south of Wombwell Ings, and a smaller 
site to the north referred to as Doveside.  Within the Wombwell boundary, cropmarks of potential 
Iron Age to Romano-British date were identified from aerial photographs and plotted onto 
Ordnance Survey mapping.  No further known heritage assets were recorded at the site, and 
historic maps indicate that the site has been open and agricultural in character since at least the 
mid-19th century. 
 
At Doveside, no cropmark evidence was noted and no heritage assets have been recorded.  The 
site was agricultural fields until the 20th century, when it was used as allotments and subsequently 
saw the construction of a lake, following residential development of the land immediately to the 
north. 
 
A programme of geophysical survey has been recommended, to inform a further scheme of 
archaeological evaluation and mitigation, to be designed following liaison with South Yorkshire 
Archaeology Service. 
 
The proposed works would not harm the setting of any designated heritage assets. 
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report. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  

This document presents the results of a Heritage 
Assessment (HA) for an area of proposed wetland 
creation at Wombwell, South Yorkshire.  The HA 
has been prepared by FAS Heritage on behalf of 
JBA Consulting for the Garganey Trust, following 
liaison with Andy Lines, South Yorkshire 
Archaeology Services (SYAS).  Research and 
report writing were undertaken in August to 
October 2017. 
 
1.1 LOCATION AND LAND USE 

The proposed sites lie to the southeast of 
Wombwell.  The larger, southern site occupies a 
large arable field bounded by Bulling Dike to the 
north.  Land rises to the south, and a sewage 
works occupies land to the northwest (NGR: SE 
414 033)(Plate 1 and Plate 2; Figure 1).  The 
smaller, northern side, referred to as ‘Doveside’ 
lies to the immediate south of a modern residential 
development and is occupied by a central lake, 
surrounded by open grass with some wooded 
areas and hedgerows. 
 
1.2 AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

The proposed wetland creation would see a large 
amorphous cut excavated in the northern part of the site to form a large body of water.  The aim of 
this HA is set out the significance the proposed site, in terms of its heritage significance and 
archaeological potential.  This is in line with Paragraph 128 of the National Planning Policy 
Framework which states:  
 

‘In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to 
describe the significance of any heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by 
their setting.  The level of detail should be proportionate to the assets’ importance and no 
more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their 
significance.’  

 
 
The significance of a heritage asset is defined as: 
 

 ‘The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its heritage interest.  That 
interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic.  Significance derives not only from a 
heritage asset’s physical presence, but also from its setting.’ (NPPF Glossary)  

 
Plate 1  Aerial view of the site © 2017 Google 
Earth 

 
Plate 2  LiDAR and hillshade data showing 
the topography of the area 
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