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Dear Mark 
 

Mining Risk Assessment – Fall Head Farm, Silkstone, Barnsley 
Further to your recent request, a mining risk assessment has been undertaken for land at Fall Head 
Farmhouse and Barns, Fall Head Lane, Silkstone, Barnsley, S75 4LB.  The approximate centre of the 
site is located at National Grid Reference 429730, 406158. 
 
The following sources of information have been examined in the production of this assessment: 

• British Geological Survey (BGS) 1: 50,000 scale sheet No 87 Barnsley 
• British Geological Survey (BGS) 1: 10,000 scale sheet SE20NE 
• Coal Mining Report from David Bellis Associates (based on data obtained from the Coal Authority) 
 

Geology 

No drift deposits are shown on the geological plan.  
 
The solid geology underlying the site comprises the Parkgate Rock of the Lower Coal Measures strata.  
 
A fault lies directly east of the site with a downthrow to the east away from the site.  A further fault lies 
directly south of the site with a downthrow to the south away from the site. 
 
The Middleton Little (Parkgate) coal lies to the west of the site and dips to the east beneath the site; the 
1:10,000 geological plan states this seam is 0.3 to 0.6m in thickness.  A further seam, the Middleton 
Main lies to the west of the Middleton Little seam and again dips to the east beneath the site; the 
1:10,000 geological plan states this seam is 0.8 to 0.9m in thickness. 
 
A nearby BGS borehole located at Doddworth Colliery to the northwest of the site recorded the Black 
Band seam at ground level.  In the geological vertical section the Black Band seam is shown to lie 
beneath the Middleton Main seam. 
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Mining  

The mining report indicates that the site is underlain by known workings in three seams, the shallowest 
being the Wheatley seam at a depth of 46m bgl.  

The mining report indicates there is the possibility of unrecorded ancient shallow coal mining workings. 

Based on the geological plans of the area the Middleton Little seam is considered to be the shallowest 
known seam below the site. The Wheatley seam identified within the mining report is shown to lie below 
the Middleton Little and Middleton Main seams; therefore, if present these seams are anticipated to lie 
at depths of less than 46m bgl.  Based on the vertical section on the geological plan, the Middleton Little 
seam is anticipated at a depth of around 15m bgl. 

There are no recorded mine entries within 20m of the site.  

Risk Assessment 

The risk assessment is based on the potential for shallow mine workings to affect the proposed 
development based on the desk study information available.  The risk for the site may be summarised 
as following: 

Based on the mining report and the geological plans of the area, the Middleton Little and Middleton 
Main seams are anticipated to lie at depths of less than 46m bgl and based on the vertical section of 
the geological plan, the Middleton Little is anticipated at around 15m bgl.  The seams are not of a 
significant thickness and therefore, if present, and if subject to workings, there may be sufficient rock 
cover above the seams to ensure they do not pose a significant risk to the proposed development 
however, rotary investigation would be required to confirm the depth of rockhead and the depth of these 
seams. 
 
Mine Gas 

Should unrecorded mineworkings be present beneath the site then there is the potential for hazardous 
gas to be produced.  If the workings beneath the site are restricted to the Wheatley seam at 46m bgl 
then in view of the depth to these workings they would not provide a significant source of hazardous 
gas. 

Action 

In view of the anticipated shallow rockhead, it is recommended that rotary boreholes are drilled to prove 
20m of rock to confirm the risk of possible shallow coal mine workings to the site.  

We trust that the enclosed are sufficient for your present needs, however, please do not hesitate to get 
in touch should you require any further information. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Katie Dresser 

On behalf of Dunelm Geotechnical and Environmental Ltd 
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promap                      
     
           

World Topographic Map - Sources: Esri, HERE, Garmin, 
Intermap, Increment P Corp, GEBCO, USGS, FAO, NPS, 
NRCAN, GeoBase, IGN, Kadaster NL, Ordnance Survey, Esri 
Japan, METI, Esri China (Hong Kong), swisstopo, © 
OpenStreetMap contributors, and the GIS User Community  
 

SITE LOCATION AND COAL MINING FEATURE PLAN  

ADDRESS: Fall Head Farmhouse and Barns, Fall Head Lane 
Silkstone, Barnsley, S75 4LB  

SEARCH NUMBER: 435837  

This plan shows the location of the subject property and where relevant the location of mine entries and 
subsidence claims referred to in the attached CoalSearchPlus+ regulated coal mining search report. The plan 
must be viewed in conjunction with the detailed findings in the attached report. A coal mining risk rating, 
including recommended further action where appropriate, is given at the conclusion of the report. (section 8)  
 

KEY  

Property Boundary    
 
 
50m property boundary buffer  
 
 
Coal mining subsidence claims 
within 50m (section 7)  
 
 
Mine entries within 20m (section 5)  
 
Adits  
 
Shafts        
 
Symbols are indicative only and are not drawn to 
scale.  Do not scale from this plan.  

 

Ordnance Survey Copy License Number 100014904  
Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2021  

 

This plan shows reportable features relevant to the property only. Additional relevant coal mining aspects are reported upon within the report. 

The report and content of this plan are specific to the property under consideration. The report contents should not be used in relation to other 

property in the area.  
 
Mine entries are reported if they are located within the property boundary or within 20m of it. (see report section 5 for detail)  
 
Coal mining subsidence claims, made since 31 st October 1994 and recorded by The Coal Authority, are reported for the subject property or 

property located within 50m of its boundary. Records of claims prior to this date are not normally retained by The Coal Authority and will not 

be reported. (see report section 7 for details)  
 
Property owners have the benefit of the protection of the Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991* in the event of the occurrence of damage from 

disused coal mine workings including from disused coal mine entries.  
 
The Coal Authority, regardless of responsibility and in conjunction with other public bodies, provide an emergency call out facility in coalfield 

areas to assess the public safety implications of mining features (including disused shafts and adits). The emergency telephone number at all 

times is (01623) 646333. If you have any questions or queries regarding the content of this coal mining report please contact David Bellis 

Consulting Surveyors Ltd.  
 
* Note The Coal Mining Subsidence Act 1991 does not apply where coal was worked or gotten by virtue of the grant of a gale in the Forest of Dean, or any other part of the Hundred of St. 
Briavels in the county of Gloucester  
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