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1.0 INTRODUCTION

· This document has been produced by Ruth Woodcock, an experienced Rural Chartered Surveyor with a Master’s Degree in Rural Estate Management and a First Class Degree in Physical Geography. Ruth has knowledge and experience of plant and habitat dentification, undertook a first-class dissertation studying moorland vegetation, involving the National Vegetation Classification, and carrying out a number of Farm Environment Plans on 1000+ acre farms, identifying habitat types. 
· This plan accompanies a Biodiversity Gain Plan submitted with a planning application by Mr Mosley to erect an agricultural building at Royd Moor House Farm, Royd Moor Road, Thurlstone, Sheffield, S36 7RD. Planning consent was received on 19 September 2024 under Planning Application Number 2024-0371.  Mr Mosley is a livestock farmer, rearing sheep and cattle. 
2.0 SUMMARY
· The development consists of a single agricultural building measuring 418.03 sqm, a stone apron to the front gable measuring 91.44sqm and a stone track with grass centre measuring 180sqm, a total of 689.47sqm of development.
· The development retains 90sqm of grass strip habitat down the centre of the track.

· The field in which the development site sits consists of modified grassland, dominated by Perennial Ryegrass and White Clover. The field is heavily grazed year-round by sheep, receives fertiliser and has been boom sprayed for weeds. The field has been re-seeded.
· The required Biodiversity Net Gain will be provided by 736sqm of on-site habitat enhancement. The Habitat Enhancement Area is adjacent to the agricultural building and along the field edge.
3.0 HABITAT ENHANCEMENT
· The habitat to be enhanced is 736sqm of modified grass (g4), comprising:

Grass cover >75%

<9 species per sqm

Ryegrass dominates

Timothy, Cock’s-foot, White Clover, Chickweed and Creeping Buttercup abundant

Dandelion, Docks frequent

Rough Meadow Grass, Creeping Thistle, Greater Plantain occasional

Soil Type: freely draining slightly acid loam, moisture 8/9, pH 7

· The habitat will be enhanced to other neutral grassland (g3C). 
4.0 CREATION AND MANAGEMENT OF THE ENHANCED HABITAT AREA

· The strip will be grazed off in spring 2025, harrowed and over-seeded with a seed mix comprising:

Common Bent

False Oat-grass

Yorkshire Fog

Crested Dog’s-tail

Yarrow

Ribwort Plantain

Self-heal

Sheep’s Parsley

Vetch

· To maintain the enhanced habitat, the strip will not receive any fertiliser, will only be spot sprayed for injurious weeds, will be re-seeded as necessary and, if the field is mown, the strip will be left until after mid-July to be cut allowing plants to go to seed. The strip will continue to be grazed, subject to monitoring results. 
· The enhanced habitat will be maintained for a period of 30 years. 
5.0 MONITORING 
· The habitat area will be reviewed after 12 months by a professional with sufficient knowledge and experience of plant and habitat identification. The number and frequency of species will be assessed and recorded and reported to the Local Planning Authority. If insufficient species have succeeded for the habitat to be deemed other neutral grassland, the area will be re-seeded and fenced off for a period of 12 months. It will then be reviewed after a further period of 12 months, with the number and frequency of species assessed, recorded and reported to the Local Planning Authority. 
· Once sufficient species have succeeded for the habitat to be deemed other neutral grassland, the area will next be monitored in 3 years. If the habitat has failed, monitoring will revert to 12 months. If successful, the habitat will next be monitored at five-yearly intervals.
6.0 RESPONSIBILITIES

· Mr J Mosley is responsible for delivering the enhanced habitat area, arranging monitoring at the correct times by a suitably qualified professional and submitting the monitoring results to the Local Planning Authority.
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