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Knight Webb
The Lodge
Park Circle
Tithe Barn Way
Swan Valley
Northampton
NN4 9QY

Re: Minor Amendment to Planning Application – Car Park at Asos, Barnsley

Dear Paul,

Following recent correspondence please find below our response to the request for further justification for the additional parking spaces as requested by Barnsley MBC. 
Under the original consent (2012/1018) a total of 15,375 sq.m. of new extension was granted. Based upon the parking standards within the Barnsley Local Development Framework Supplementary Planning Document, this would have permitted 103 parking spaces. This figure would have provided ASOS with a level of parking that ideally suited their operation. However, at the time, it was considered that this amount could not be accommodated on site. Therefore, 74 spaces were provided.
The floor area was subsequently reduced to 12,999 sq.m. as approved under decision notice 2012/1366, generating a maximum permitted parking allowance of 92 spaces.
During the course of construction, it became apparent that there was an opportunity to accommodate a further 25 spaces, where a circulation aisle had been constructed with parking spaces on one side only. This then provided ASOS with a total of 99 spaces, which again provided a better operational arrangement. This figure represents a slight over-provision of 7 spaces.
From an operational & business point of view, the reasons for this requirement can be justified as follows:
· They provide a greater flexibility to accommodate staff at peak shift change periods when there may be an overlap between staff finishing a shift and new staff starting. They will help to alleviate the pressure on available spaces & reduce the congestion that can be caused.
· They are also required to provide much needed additional parking especially at peak times of the year and to support the rapid expansion of the business, with the consequent increase in staff numbers.
· The local public transport does not adequately cover the areas where staff live, so many rely upon using private cars.
· Loss of these spaces may lead to a decrease in the number of people we could attract and employ.

Hopefully this provides the necessary detail behind the need to accommodate extra parking spaces on site.

Yours sincerely,

David Swinbank
Senior Development Manager
Asos.com
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