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Dear James
PLANNING CONSULTATION RESPONSE

	Application No
	2025/0504

	Proposal
	Erection of commercial building with mixed use Classes E(a), E(c) and E(g)

	Address
	1 - 3 Church Street, Staincross, Barnsley, S75 6BU


Thank you for giving South Yorkshire Police ‘Designing Out Crime Officers’ the opportunity to review this planning application.

The documentation submitted under this application makes shows the developer has considered various facets of good design. Whilst there are limited references to safety and security (from a preventive aspect) the design shows knowledge of what is required to mitigate against the more common types of offence.
It is now widely accepted that a reduction in both crime and disorder has a positive effect on community cohesion and sustainability. In today’s consumer society, the provision of a safe and secure home environment is often a major factor in deciding on a particular property for many people.  With this in mind, I offer recommendations as detailed below in an attempt to further improve safety and security aspects at this location/development.
After researching recent and historic crime data at this immediate location using

Open source sites, Police.uk and ONS websites together with South Yorkshire Police information systems I have obtain details of local crimes and incidents.  These details have been used to ascertain the possible type and number of crimes, which may impact on the development and its residents or users.  Information from both the open sources are fully audited Government controlled sites and provide reliable sources of information in respect of this area.

Site Observations/Officer Recommendation
This advice is provided to ensure the physical protection elements of the development are to current minimum standards. This advice should be acted upon as the minimum requirement and should be enforced, irrespective of any additional correspondence (or not) received by other departments within South Yorkshire Police. From a physical protection aspect, a requirement to install products accredited under a British (or similar) standard should be seen as a prerequisite to any approval.
My professional recommendation is always to design and build to Secured by Design standards and I recommend that this is a Planning condition for this development  
SBD https://www.securedbydesign.com/images/downloads/SBD_Commercial_2015_V2.pdf
I have attached the SBD commercial requirements, although it is dated 2015 it is still current with the exception that where it mentions LPS 1175 Issue 7, they have recently changed this to LPS 1175 Issue 8.
Registration for Secured by Design Developer’s award can be found at www.securedbydesign.com
If Secured by Design standards are not adopted, attention and consideration should be given to the following areas:-

· Doors are to comply with current PAS specifications, LPS1175SR2 (or equivalent) as a minimum.
· Windows (including any curtain walling) under 2.4m in height are to comply with the current PAS specification (where the PAS specification is a draft British Standard).

Legislation/Guidance.

Section 17 of the ‘Crime and Disorder Act 1998’ places a duty on each local authority: ‘to exercise its various functions with due regard to the likely effect of the exercise of those functions on, and the need to do all that it reasonably can to prevent crime and disorder in its area to include anti-social behaviour, substance misuse and behaviour which adversely affects the environment’.

Despite the whole raft of other legislation/guidance surrounding the planning process, there is no exemption from the requirement of Section 17 as above as all departments within a Local Authority fall under the umbrella of the ‘responsible authority’ status.

PINS 953 confirms the requirement of the Planning Officer to consider the requirements of Section 17, this requirement has recently been reinforced by way of inclusion within the ‘Supplementary Planning Documents’.
Planning Policy now places safety and security at the heart of the planning process. 

Specific areas that are relevant to this application under the National Planning Policy Framework 2 includes;

Section 8 states "Planning policies and decisions should aim to achieve healthy, inclusive and safe places which are safe and accessible, so that crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion..."

Section 8 also states "Planning policies and decisions should promote public safety and take into account wider security and defence requirements by anticipating and addressing possible malicious threats and natural hazards, especially in locations where large numbers of people are expected to congregate. Policies for relevant areas (such as town centre and regeneration frameworks), and the layout and design of developments, should be informed by the most up-to-date information available from the police and other agencies about the nature of potential threats and their implications. This includes appropriate and proportionate steps that can be taken to reduce vulnerability, increase resilience and ensure public safety and security."

Section 12 affirms the Section 8 content "Planning policies and decisions should ensure that developments create places that are safe, inclusive and accessible and which promote health and well-being, with a high standard of amenity for existing and future users; and where crime and disorder, and the fear of crime, do not undermine the quality of life or community cohesion and resilience."

All sections of the above could potentially be relevant to in respect of this application, particularly when considering the potential for ‘crowded places’. The fact that this level of emphasis has been placed on such developments highlights the level of importance now being placed on a safe and secure design, irrespective of location or use.
Additional guidance can be found in the companion guide to the NPPF, the National Planning Practice Guidance document (PPG).

Paragraphs 9, 10 and 11 of the PPG all allude to the requirement of designing out crime. Indeed, paragraph 10 reinforces the need to consider Section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act as a necessary requirement within the Planning Officers ‘everyday business’.

Should you wish to discuss these recommendations, or require further details on any of the points mentioned in this report please contact me on the details below.

Kind Regards
Barry ‘Jack’ Regan
Designing out Crime Officer
South Yorkshire Police

The HUB
Safer Neighbourhood Services

Barnsley

S70 2DL

Email: barry.regan@southyorks.pnn.police.uk

