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RISK DEFINITIONS

Consequence to Receptor Definition Matrix

Severe
Consequence

Moderate
Consequence

Mild
Consequence

Standard Risk Matrix

Higher Probability

Median Probability

Lower Probability

Human Health

Acute or chronic
permanent impact on
human health.

Chronic permanent
impact on human health

Chronic temporary
impact on human health

Severe Consequence

Very High Risk

High Risk

Medium Risk

Delta-Simons Environmental Consultants Limited

Controlled Waters

Sensitive controlled
water pollution ongoing,
or just about to occur.

Gradual pollution of
sensitive controlled
water

Gradual pollution of non-
sensitive controlled
water

Moderate Consequence

High Risk

Medium Risk

Low Risk

Buildings/Services

Catastrophic
collapse

Degradation of
materials

Noticeable change,
non-structural

Mild Consequence

Medium Risk

Low Risk

Very Low Risk

3 Henley Office Park, Doddington Road, Lincoln LN6 3QR. Switchboard: 0870 0400 012



Probability Definitions

Probability Definition in Context

Higher Positive evidence of hazard, pathway and receptor
Median Suspect hazard, pathway, and receptor

Lower No evidence of hazard, pathway, and receptor

Risk Rank Definitions

Rank Definition in Context
. . Demonstrable contaminated land situation, highest threat & liability level,
Very High Risk -
urgent action recommended.
. . Likely contaminated land situation, risk assessment and action
High Risk
recommended.
. . Plausible contaminated land situation, risk assessment and possible
Medium Risk -
action recommended.
. Unlikely contaminated land situation, possible risk assessment and
Low Risk ) .
possible action.
Very Low Risk Negligible risk, no action recommended except vigilance for changes in

conditions.

Delta-Simons Environmental Consultants Limited

3 Henley Office Park, Doddington Road, Lincoln LN6 3QR. Switchboard: 0870 0400 012
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