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11th January 2017. 

1606L02. 

 

 

Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council 

Development Management 

P O Box 604 

BARNSLEY 

South Yorkshire 

S70 9FE 

 

FAO Rachael Roddis 

 

 

 

Dear Madam, 

 

Re: 7 Dark Lane, Keresforth Hill, Barnsley – App No: 2016/1349 – Mining Risk Assessment. 

 

With further reference to our recent application for the demolition and re-construction of the above 

dwelling and our understanding that the site partly falls within the local coal mining referral area, we 

write to clarify matters further as follows. 

 

As you know the site is located to the west of Dark Lane off Keresforth Hill Road and appears to be 

crossed to the west of centre in a north-south direction by the local coal mining referral area that 

appears to surround a previous opencast mining site to the north, namely the Horse Wood Opencast 

(NE277) which extracted the Swallow Wood and a thin un-named coal seams in the late 1940’s as 

shown on the attached copy abandonment plan. 

 

The site comprises a single residential plot with single storey dwelling that was constructed around 50 

years ago, that is raised at the rear due to the natural topography and displays little sign of any 

settlement. 

 

We understand that in the field to the north of the site, along with a thin un-named seam, the Swallow 

Wood coal seam was worked.  It was discovered to be approximately 3 feet thick at a depth of 

between 30 to 35 feet beneath the proposed development and was found to dip in an easterly direction 

at a fall of approximately 1 in 15 which suggests it will be about 35 feet beneath the siting of the 

existing/proposed dwelling. 

 

The design and works will be undertaken in accordance with the CIRIA SP32 including that as the 

building appears to stand on covering strata of at least 10 times the thickness of the relevant coal seam 

there should be sufficient competent ground for this seam not to present a significant risk to 

redevelopment of the site. 

 

The normal standing advice on the discovering of any coal hazard in the proposed excavations will be 

followed in terms of notification to the Coal Authority and suitable precautions/remedial action 

if/when required. 

 

Cont’d… 
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Coal Authority Mining Report 

 

A recent coal authority mining report for the site, copy attached, states that the site is in the likely zone 

of influence of 5 seams of coal at depths of between 100m to 310m, last worked in 1971, and that any 

ground movement from these workings should by now have ceased. It also states that there could be 

coal at or close to the surface, although this would appear to be the abovementioned seam that is more 

than 30feet below the site as discussed above.   

 

The site is not within the influence of any present underground workings or any predicted workings 

whether licenced or awaiting determination. Also, there are no known mine entries within 20m of the 

boundary of the property, there are no records of known faults or other surface weakness in the 

vicinity. 

 

Opencast mining has not, does not and isn’t likely to influence the site be that past or current licenced 

workings within 200m or proposed workings within 800m be they awaiting determination or already 

granted a licence. 

 

No subsidence notices or claims are recorded in the vicinity since 1994 and the property is not affected 

by either a current “Stop Notice” nor a request for preventative works. 

 

However, it does mention that reserves of coal remain in the locality which could be worked in the 

future subject to feasibility, licences and planning consents. 

 

Conclusion 

 

Based upon the above information and the coal mining report described above it would appear that the 

risk of the site being affected by mining legacy ground instability is low and this is given further 

credence by the fact that the property that has stood on the site for approximately 50 years appears 

unaffected by any settlement or movement that may have resulted from such workings. 

 

Also, although the thin un-named coal seam is indicated to outcrop to the east of the site on the 

abandonment plan and latest BGS survey sheet if any coal mining feature is discovered and or 

disturbed by the redevelopment this will be reported to the Coal Authority to determine whether any 

further permission(s) are required in accordance with normal “Standing Advice” for developments in 

coalfield areas and typical precautions taken to remove and blind any coal discovered with weak mix 

concrete whilst the foundations are inspected by the appointed Building Inspector during the Building 

Regulations Process. 

 

I trust this information is sufficient to clarify matters and hope it helps move the application forwards, 

however, should you have any other queries or require any further information please don’t hesitate to 

get in contact. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
John Early 

For JE Architectural Ltd. 
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Appendix A 

 

Site Location Plan 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix B 

 

Opencast Abandonment Plan 
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Appendix C 

 

Residential Mining Report 




















