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Phase I Desk Top Study

Proposed 62 bed residential care home for older people on the site of the former Oakwood Old People’s Home, Oakwood Road, Royston.
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Date: June 2008
Site at the junction of Oakwood Road/Oakwood Crescent, Royston for Orchard Care Homes
Desk Top/Site Study /Potential onsite Contamination
Introduction

The above site is proposed to be redeveloped for a 62 Bed Care Home. The site was previously a care home that is now vacant.
Desk Top

A desk top study of the site has been carried out with the aid of an Enviroscreen Report and historical mapping of the area. Maps are enclosed which date back to 1894.  The earliest mapping identifies the area as open fields. The Enviroscreen report Certificate has a rating of Pass and within the document it confirms the site is not designated ‘contaminated land’ within the meaning of Part 11A of the Environmental Protection Act 1990.

The Environmental Certificate identifies the following minor potential contamination sources:-

1) Electricity substations within 25 – 100m of the site
2) Central Garage on Station Road within 25 – 100m of the site
3) Geological classification: Minor aquifer (variably permeable) on site
4) The site is within an area with low levels of naturally produced radon gas.  Less than 1% of domestic homes within the area are above the action level.  Basic radon protective measures are necessary in the construction of new dwellings or extensions.
5) The site is within an area which may be affected by coal mining activity and recommends a coal mining report is obtained.  The report is enclosed. 

In addition to the above report which provides confirmation of limited contamination issues in relation to the site I can confirm the development location will be subject to further ground investigation process which will identify the sub surface geology for foundation design/loading capacities.  During the survey should any additional contamination issues be noted these will be investigated fully prior to commencement of any works.
Conclusions

The Desk Top Study has confirmed prior to any development on the site (mapping 1894) the area was rural/Greenfield. From the particular type of development and rural nature of the site I can therefore conclude it is extremely unlikely an industrial process or tip/storage use of the site has been evident in the past 100 years which may have caused potential significant contamination within the site confines.

Enclosures

1) Proposed site plan A4
2) Enviroscreen Environmental Certificate A4
3) Coal Authority report

4) 1894 Landmark Historical Map A4
5) 1966 Landmark Historical Map A4
6) 1976-1977 Landmark Historical Map A4
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