2016/1530
Arqiva Limited.
Installation of 1 x 12m high smart metering network pole supporting 1 x antenna, and 1 x equipment cabinet to ground level (Prior Approval).

High Street, Royston, Barnsley S71 4RR.

Site Location and Description

The application site is a pavement that forms part of the adopted highway along High Street, Royston, adjacent to a triangular shaped landscaped area and more or less opposite its junction with Back Lane West. The landscaped area which lies between a footpath and West End Crescent, comprises of grass and a number of semi-mature trees, bounded by a low rail fence on two of its sides but with a 1m high steel fence on the High Street side. The pavement at the eastern end of the landscaped area accommodates a telephone kiosk, a post box within a brick plinth, an information sign and street light.

The surrounding area is characterised by a mixture of residential properties in terms of type, materials and design.
Proposed Development

The applicant is seeking a determination as to whether the prior approval of the Local Planning Authority is required for the siting and appearance of electronic communications apparatus, in connection with their planned Smart Meter Network.
Smart metering is a Government programme to roll out smart electricity and gas metres to homes and businesses across the country, aimed at cutting greenhouse gas emissions. The applicant has been awarded the contract to deliver the radio communications network for Smart Metering.

The apparatus proposed for the site comprises of a 12m high smart metering network pole supporting an antenna and a small cabinet (approximately 0.6 x 1.2 x 1.5m high) on a concrete base, and would provide new services to the local area. The apparatus would be specifically located at the rear of the pavement and towards the north-west corner of the landscaped area. The pole would be galvanised steel and the cabinet would be coloured dark green.
The applicant states that the antenna complies with all relevant health and safety requirements in accordance with the International Commission on Non-Ionising Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) guidelines and a certificate of compliance is provided with the application.
Maintenance visits are likely to be required no more than 4 times per year.
Policy Context
Unitary Development Plan (UDP) – Housing Policy Area.
Core Strategy (CS):

CSP29 Design – sets out the overarching design principles for the borough to ensure that development is appropriate to its context and states that high quality development will be expected.

UDP:

H8 – Existing Residential Areas – states that areas defined as Housing Policy Areas will remain predominantly in residential use. Other uses will only be permitted where they are compatible with a residential area and other policies of the plan.
H8B – Non Residential Uses in Residential Areas – states that planning permission will be granted for small scale, non-residential uses in Housing Policy Areas if there is no unduly harmful impact on the amenity of neighbouring and nearby residents by way of noise, disturbance, loss of privacy, traffic congestion or other forms of nuisance; there is no unduly harmful visual impact on the character of the residential area; there is no conflict with public safety on the highway and there is satisfactory provision for off-street parking; the use is restricted to providing a service or facility for local residents and there is no conflict with other policies of the plan.
National Policy Planning Framework (NPPF):

Core planning principle 4 states that planning should always seek to secure high quality design and a good standard of amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings.
Supporting high quality communications infrastructure

· States that high quality communications infrastructure is essential for sustainable economic growth, that applications should be supported by the necessary evidence to justify the proposed development and that applications must be determined on planning grounds.

· Existing masts, buildings and other structures should be used, unless the need for a new site has been justified.

Requiring good design

· Advocates that decisions should aim to ensure that developments will function well and add to the overall quality of the area and are visually attractive.
Consultations

BMBC Highways – No objections.
BMBC Regulatory Services – No comments.
Representations

The application has been advertised as being of local interest by way of site notice and neighbour notification. One representation has been received commenting as follows:
· The supporting documentation advises that trees can reduce or interfere with the signal required to transmit to the antenna. Therefore, I don’t agree with the siting, close to trees.
· The view from my property would be adversely affected with no benefit if this would result in a poor signal when smart metering is introduced. Unless the developer can guarantee that my property will be able to transmit a signal to the antenna, I do not want the landscape to change for no benefit.
· Are there any adverse health risks to siting electrical equipment this close to residential properties? Please provide evidence to confirm no public health risk.
· I object to the siting of the antenna which will not blend in with the surrounding landscape due to its height.
Assessment

Material Considerations 

Principle of development 

Siting and Design

Principle of development 

The site of the proposed apparatus lies within a Housing Policy Area. It is not uncommon or unusual for such areas to support/accommodate utility equipment serving the local area. As such, the apparatus is compatible with a residential area and therefore accords with policy H8. 
The NPPF actively promotes the growth of high quality communications infrastructure as it is recognised as being essential for sustainable economic growth and enhancing the provision of local community facilities and services.
The proposal therefore is considered to be acceptable in principle.
Siting and Design
The applicant has submitted a substantial amount of information aimed at justifying the proposal including a consideration of existing sites for the apparatus. Although there is no doubt that the proposed pole and associated antenna is high, it is considered that:

· Being galvanised steel, it would match other forms of communications networks and other essential public utility infrastructure in the street scene.

· There are existing and comparable vertical elements within the street scene (street lighting).
· It would either be substantially screened or not readily visible from residential properties, by the trees within the landscaped area or high hedges within the grounds of properties, and by not being directly in front of windows, respectively.

· It would not be visible from long distance views due to the presence of buildings and planting.

The small cabinet would have no significant impact in terms of visual amenity due to its scale and siting adjacent to the fence to the landscaped area, and being little different from the existing street ‘furniture’ in the locality.
The Council’s Highways Section has no objections to the siting of the apparatus and Regulatory Services has no comments to make with regard to any potential health impacts. The limited number of maintenance visits per year should not cause any significant undue disturbance to local residents.
Whilst the representation to the application has suggested that the presence of the trees could corrupt the signals, it is inconceivable, bearing in mind the likely significant investment involved, that the applicant would have chosen this site if this was likely to be an issue. 
Overall, the proposal is considered to comply with policies CSP29 and H8B and the relevant planning policy statements in the NPPF relating to requiring good design.
Recommendation

Prior Approval Not Required.
