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Together We Rise 
Connected Worsbrough 
Sculpture 
 
This vertical sculpture presents a layered pictorial narrative of 
Worsbrough, developed directly from stories, memories and ideas 
gathered through community workshops. The imagery reflects 
what local people identified as defining moments in the area’s 
history — from early agriculture and milling, through the mining 
era, to the present day and future generations. The composition 
reads from bottom to top as a visual timeline, allowing viewers to 
trace the evolution of place through recognisable symbols and 
figures. Alongside the visual narrative, a newly commissioned 
poem by Ian McMillan has been written to echo and expand this 
story of Worsbrough’s development in words.

The lower section references Worsbrough’s agricultural and 
industrial foundations. The water wheel, wheat sheaves and mill 
architecture speak to early rural life and the importance of the 
river and flour mill. Above this, the pithead structure and mining 
figures acknowledge the coal industry that shaped both landscape 
and identity. The inclusion of working women alongside miners 
reflects the broader social fabric of the community, recognising 
contributions often less visibly recorded in traditional monuments.

Water is presented throughout the sculpture as a driving force in 
Worsbrough’s development. The flowing forms at the base suggest 
the movement of water, while the reservoir and canal boat higher 
in the composition reference water as a source of industry and 
transport. The surrounding landscape — rooftops, church tower 
and open skies — situates these industries within a living, evolving 
community shaped by both natural and human forces. A line from 
Ian’s poem will be reproduced at large scale along the side of the 
sculpture, rising vertically through the structure so that language 
and image move together.

At the summit, a parent lifting a child high above their shoulders 
symbolises aspiration, protection and hope. The presence of 
the child reflects the involvement of local young people in the 
workshops that helped shape the design, ensuring that their 
voices form part of the narrative. At the same time, the figure 
represents the future generations who will continue to build and 
define Worsbrough. Fabricated in Corten steel, whose weathering 
surface echoes the tones of industry and earth, the sculpture and 
poem form a single artwork — steel and verse intertwined — 
creating a collective portrait of place that honours Worsbrough’s 
past, acknowledges its foundations in water and work, and rises 
confidently toward its future.
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Worsbrough is water, reflecting 

In the reservoir’s shining.

Drops like shifting jewels

In the great wheel’s turning.

Worsbrough is milling, changing

Rhythms of growing; morning, evening

Feeding them that work hard earth 

Time’s cycle of sowing, harvesting 

Worsbrough is mining, coal burning

Deep below the cage is lowering 

Heat dragged from the face’s dark

Remember the lost, the living

Worsbrough is people, all shaping

The future of this place. New thinking

As time’s wheel has turned again

Towards tomorrow’s sun rising. 

 

Ian McMillan
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1 layer of A142 mesh placed
at bottom

1 layer of A142 mesh placed 
at top
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Foundations



Connected Worsbrough
Town Marker

 3700 mm 

 2
53

0 
m

m
 

 1
64

0 
m

m
 

 2
53

0 
m

m
 

 7
60

 m
m

 

 2160 m
m

 

 2500 m
m

 
 2330 m

m
 

Site Plan: Showing position of the concrete base
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Location of
sculpture on site


