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Stephen Tomes
White Rose Funeral Service
Burley in Whaefedale
Ilkley
LS29 7BU

RE: Proposal for Change of Use -7 Blacker Road Mapplewell.
Dear Barnsley Council Planning Department,
Please find enclosed planning permission for change of use of the Old Police Station, 7 Blacker Road Mapplewell Barnsley to an A1 commercial use property for a Funeral Service provider.
As an experienced Funeral Director and business owner, I am intending on opening a Funeral Directors at the above named address. According to the Sun Life Cost of Dying report 2017 average funeral costs have risen from £1920 in 2004 to £4028 in 2017 which is an increase of 112%. The report suggests that this will set to increase to £4994 by 2022. This is a significant worry for many families who experience the loss of a loved and have to find the money to pay for a funeral. We currently provide funeral packages for families who are struggling with funeral payments and this would be mirrored at this site in turn supporting the residents of Barnsley who may be financially challenged.
There are currently 14 Funeral Directors operating in the Barnsley area of which four are owned by Co-Operative Funeral Care, three owned by the corporate company Dignity Plc, three by the same independent funeral directors (Ian Hammerton’s including Wombwell Funeral Service) and the remaining being independent funeral directors so there is scope for another funeral service provider.
At the location we have proposed there are limited funeral directors within the immediate vicinity. None currently serve in the Darton, Mapplewell, Staincross, and Kexborough and Cawthorne vicinity. Families have to travel an unnecessary distance to their closest funeral directors. Mapplewell provides a clear and easy route for families to travel to when arranging a funeral for someone who has passed away.
The benefit of opening at the proposed site is that the building is fit for our purpose so no modifications are required. The building is detached, so no disturbances or potential “worries” by neighbours. There is adequate car parking for customers and other vehicles so there will be no blocking of roads or taking up precious space on the neighboring street.  The building is situated next to the war memorial where families pay their respect to those who have fallen at war. As we currently provide memorial services, this adjacent memorial is in fitting with a funeral directors occupying the named site.
As an already established family funeral directors in Ilkley, we have seen the economic benefits to the community. The local florists will see an increase in their sales, the dry cleaners as well as the surrounding pubs and restaurants (due to wakes being held) will see a positive impact from us being at this site. We also have opportunities for employment within the local area as we require pall bearers and reception staff. 7 Blacker Road has adequate space for educating and training of apprentices who can gain experience in customer service and bereavement and work towards the qualification of Diploma in Funeral Service Arranging. There are no funeral directors in the area who provide a on site coffin showroom. We would provide this facility and the reason for this is that families would be better informed in to the items that they are buying. In addition, there are no funeral service providers in Barnsley who are open about the cost of their funerals. By visiting our website www.whiterosefunerals.co.uk, you will be able to see our transparent pricing structures. This allows families to make private informed decisions about what they are purchasing from their funeral service provider.
Even though our office is based in Ilkley, we have families form Barnsley who contact us to help them. We currently have to use the facilities of another funeral director to support us which is not ideal especially when they are busy. We currently hold 40 funeral plans from the residents of Barnsley provided to us by Silver Clouds Funeral planning so this justifies the need for us to open White Rose Funeral Service in this beautiful building.
Changing the use of this property would be an enormous privilege for the community of Mapplewell and beyond. Funeral Director’s tend to be a very stable business in an area and in particular within a village community we can be seen as a bedrock due to the sensitive services that we provide.
Should you have any further questions, please do not hesitate in contact me.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Yours Sincerely,
Stephen Tomes BSc (Hons) PGCE QTS
Managing Director of White Rose Funeral Service
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