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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

  

 
 

  

 
   

 

  
 

  
  

 

 

  

 
 

 
 

  

 
 

 

This Preliminary Ecological  Appraisa   (PE ) h s be n  underta en  on be al  of  vant Homes
(Eng and  L d in re pect f the ite at Calve  Lane, Dodwo th.

The h bitats n-Si e were ge erally con id re  t  be of low eco ogical value. H wever, the 
h dgero s would qu lify as riority abita s u der he ERC Act 2006. edgero s should b
re ained or repla ed where pos ible.

The NPPF (20 9) a vis s that all evelop en  should be seeking b odi ersit  n t gain  As much 
of  t e  gree space  on Site  sh ul   be  re ained  as  possi le  and opportunities  fo   ecol gi al 
enhanc ment  hou d  be  maximised  with n  th   final  ma terplan   This  co ld  in lude  at  and 
b rd  boxes,  the  use  of  na ive  botanic l  species plant ng,  creation  of  colo ically  valuable
habitats and e su ing link ges wit  surro nding hab tats are retain d or c eat d. O tions will
b  di cussed  ith the lient uring t e cIA prepara ion and evidence provid d within the 
Ec A to demon trate n t g in.

Three ponds we e reco ded within 500m o t e Si e nd the h bit ts presen , whi st not ptima , 
could  be  sed  by  foraging  an   comm ting  grea   created  ne ts  (GCN) Tr turus  ris atus.
Waterbodies  within  5 0m  of the  Site ho ld  be  subjecte   t   fur her  GCN  su veys. GCN
presence/abse ce can be dete min d by an eDN  surve in th  first ins an e with six rapping 
vis ts being require within he reco mended su ve  season (mid-Mar h t  mid-June if CN 

res nce is confirmed.

    
      

   
             

The habitats offere  po ential to su port f raging nd commuting bats a d the m ture rees 
offe ed pote tially suita le roos ing ha it t. Shou d  any  mature  trees  eithe   on-S te  or  wit in 
bo ndarie  require  or s includin  pr ning o felling, or f  they a e to be  subject to i pact
from li hting. hey should be precede  by an aeri l inspec io  by a li enced b t work r to
inspec  any po en ial roosting eature with high owere  t rches and endos opes. S ould he 
boun a y  hab tats  be  aff cte   thr ugh  eit er  veget tion  rem val  or  ill m nat on,  act vity 
trans cts would be required. The e surveys w uld include a wa ked tra sect w th one visit pe 
month alon side aut mat d surve s with a bat ete tor le t in two lo ations er seaso for 
five co secutive ights in s it ble we ther (Apri  to Octob r).

The Si e offe ed foraging nd esting op or unities fo  bir s, alth ugh t e S te wa  unlikely to 
upport n impor ant assemblage f bird . Vegeta io  c earance including rou d clearanc 

has the otentia  t  di turb or arm esting bi ds an  t eir ch cks. As all pecies rec ive legal 
protect on duri g  nes ing, i  is a vi ed to co pl t  any ve etat on cl arance utsid   of  
the  b ee ing  bird  s aso   of  Ma ch  o  Aug st  (incl sive).  Veg tation clearanc  
outside of t is peri d sh uld s ill be pr ce ed by a nesti g b rd che k car ied out
by co tracto s, as some speci s c n nest all year round  Clearance within this perio  shoul 
be  p ec ded  by    nes ing  bird  ch ck  conducted  by  an  ecologi t.  Any  active  n sts  would 
nee  t  re ain una fe ted until all chicks had fledged.

An Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA) should be produced, which ties together any further 
survey work carried out and includes a full appraisal of the impacts of the final masterplan.
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Objectives 

 The primary purpose of this appraisal is to provide a baseline of all ecological 

considerations relating to any future development proposals. This will include the 

identification of any potential ecological constraints and opportunities.  

Scope of Works 

 The ecological appraisal was informed by a Site survey. The Desk Study information was 

not available at the time of writing and will be provided as an addendum in due course. 

The approach to this PEA follows best practice published by the Chartered Institute of 

Ecology and Environmental Management (CIEEM, 2019) and the British Standards 

Institution (BSI, 2013). Further details are provided later in this report. 

Legislation and Planning Policy 

 The following legislation relates to species and habitats that could potentially occur in 

association with the Site: 

 The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2019 (as amended); 

 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended); 

 The Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000; 

 Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006; 

  

 Wild Mammals (Protection) Act 1996; and 

 The Hedgerow Regulations 1997. 

 Further information on the legislation relevant to this Site is provided in Appendix 1. 

 Consideration has also been given in this report to relevant National and Local Planning 

Policy as summarised below. 

 The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) guides Local Planning Authorities (LPAs) 

when developing their planning policies and considering planning applications 

affecting protected habitats, sites and species. 

 In respect of the natural environment, the NPPF states under Paragraph 170 that:  

“Planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance the natural and 
local environment by:  

a) Protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, sites of biodiversity or geological 
value and soils (in a manner commensurate with their statutory status or identified 
quality in the development plan);  

b) Recognising the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside, and the wider 
benefits from natural capital and ecosystem services – including the economic and 
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other benefits of the best and most versatile agricultural land, and of trees and 
woodland;  

c) Maintaining the character of the undeveloped coast, while improving public access 
to it where appropriate;  

d) Minimising impacts on and providing net gains for biodiversity, including by 
establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current and 
future pressures;  

e) Preventing new and existing development from contributing to, being put at 
unacceptable risk from, or being adversely affected by, unacceptable levels of soil, 
air, water or noise pollution or land instability. Development should, wherever 
possible, help to improve local environmental conditions such as air and water 
quality, taking into account relevant information such as river basin management 
plans; and  

f) Remediating and mitigating despoiled, degraded, derelict, contaminated and 
unstable land, where appropriate.”  

 Through the NPPF and Section 40 of the Natural Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act, LPAs have a duty to consider habitats and species listed as being of 

principal importance for nature conservation in England on Section 41 (S41) of the Act 

when considering a planning application. In addition, the biodiversity duty of local 

planning authorities also covers species and habitats listed in local biodiversity action 

plans. 

 The Barnsley Local Plan Supplementary Planning Document on Biodiversity and 

Geodiversity (Adopted May 2019) supplements the following Local Plan Policies: 

“Policy BIO1 Biodiversity and Geodiversity  

Development will be expected to conserve and enhance the biodiversity and 
geological features of the borough by:  

 Protecting and improving habitats, species, sites of ecological value and sites of 
geological value with particular regard to designated wildlife and geological sites 
of international, national and local significance, ancient woodland and species and 
habitats of principal importance identified via Section 41 of the Natural Environment 
& Rural Communities Act 2006 (for list of the species and habitats of principal 
importance) and in the Barnsley Biodiversity Action Plan. 

 Maximising biodiversity and geodiversity opportunities in and around new 
developments. 

 Conserving and enhancing the form, local character and distinctiveness of the 
boroughs natural assets such as the river corridors of the Don, the Dearne and Dove 
as natural floodplains and important strategic wildlife corridors. 

 Proposals will be expected to have followed the national mitigation hierarchy 
(avoid, mitigate, compensate) which is used to evaluate the impacts of a 
development on biodiversity interest. 

 Protecting ancient and veteran trees where identified. 
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 Encouraging provision of biodiversity enhancements. 

Development which may harm a biodiversity or geological feature or habitat, including 
ancient woodland and aged or veteran trees found outside ancient woodland, will not 
be permitted unless effective mitigation and/or compensatory measures can be 
ensured. 

Development which adversely affects a European Site will not be permitted unless there 
is no alternative option and imperative reasons of overriding public interest (IROPI). 

Policy GI1 Green Infrastructure 

We will protect, maintain, enhance and create an integrated network of connected 
and multi-functional Green Infrastructure assets that: 

 Provides attractive environments where people want to live, work, learn, play, visit 
and invest. 

 Meets the environmental, social and economic needs of communities across the 
borough and the wider City Regions. 

 Enhances the quality of life for present and future residents and visitors;•Helps to 
meet the challenge of climate change. 

 Enhances biodiversity and landscape character. 

 Improves opportunities for recreation and tourism. 

 Respects local distinctiveness and historical and cultural. 

 Maximises potential economic and social benefits. 

 Secures and improves linkages between green and blue spaces. 

At a strategic level Barnsley's Green Infrastructure network includes the following 
corridors…: 

 River Dearne Valley Corridor. 

 River Dove Valley Corridor. 

 River Don Valley Corridor. 

 Dearne Valley Green Heart Corridor. 

 Historic Landscape Corridor. 

The network of Green Infrastructure will be secured by protecting open space, creating 
new open spaces as part of new development, and by using developer contributions 
to create and improve Green Infrastructure We have produced a Green Infrastructure 
Strategy for Barnsley which is informed by the Leeds City Region and South Yorkshire 
Green Infrastructure Strategies. 

Policy GS1 Green Space 

We will work with partners to improve existing green space to meet the standards in our 
Green Space Strategy. Green Spaces are green open areas which are valuable for 
amenity, recreation, wildlife or biodiversity and include types such as village greens, 
local open spaces, country parks, formal gardens, cemeteries, allotments, woodlands, 
recreation grounds, sports pitches and parks. 
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Proposals that result in the loss of green space, or land that was last used as green space, 
will not normally be allowed unless: 

 An assessment shows that there is too much of that particular type of green space 
in the area which it serves, and its loss would not affect the existing and potential 
greenspace needs of the borough; or 

 The proposal is for small scale facilities needed to support or improve the proper 
function of the green space; or 

 An appropriate replacement green space of equivalent or improved quality, 
quantity and accessibility is provided which would outweigh the loss. 

In order to improve the quantity, quality and value of green space provision we will 
require qualifying new residential developments to provide or contribute towards green 
space in line with the standards set out in the Green Space Strategy and in accordance 
with the requirements of the Infrastructure and Planning Obligations Policy. The 
Supplementary Planning Document ‘Open Space Provision on New Housing 
Developments’ offers guidance to developers on what will be expected in terms of 
open space provision in order to achieve those standards. 

Where there is a requirement to provide new green space an assessment will be carried 
out to determine the most appropriate provision, taking into account site characteristics 
and constraints. In cases where it is deemed unsuitable to make provision for open 
space within or adjacent to a development site, suitable off-site open space facilities 
may be acceptable either as new facilities or improvements to those existing. Where 
appropriate new green space should secure access to adjacent areas of countryside.” 
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 METHODS 

Consultation 

 A 2km data search was requested from the Local Records Centres including details of 

wildlife designations and historical ecological records. At the time of this report being 

issued, this information was not available and will issued as an addendum with any 

updates to the recommendations included, if applicable. 

Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

 A Site survey was undertaken on 12th March 2021 by Chris Grocock MSc BSc (Hons) 

GradCIEEM. Chris has extensive experience in survey and site assessment for protected 

species and is appropriately qualified for the surveys based on the CIEEM competencies 

for species surveys (CIEEM, 2017).  

 The visit was completed using Phase 1 habitat survey techniques as defined in the 

standard methodology (JNCC, 2010). The aim of the visit was to gather sufficient 

baseline information on the habitats within the Site in order to allow an interpretation of 

the ecological value of the land.  

 In addition, the methodology was extended to include a search for incidental evidence 

of protected/notable fauna and an assessment of the Site’s potential to support 

protected/notable fauna.  Specific consideration was given to the following species: 

 Birds; 

 Bats; 

 Amphibians, including great crested newts (GCN); 

 Reptiles; 

  

 Priority Species, such as hedgehog Erinaceus europaeus. 

 Standard methodologies were used where applicable.  

 Habitats adjacent to the Site were viewed, where possible, from the Site boundaries in 

order to assess their potential to support protected species that could be utilising the 

Site. 

Survey Comments 

 A Preliminary Ecological Appraisal is not usually sufficient for submission with a planning 

application. The survey methodology highlights habitats and features with potential for 

protected/notable species but is not designed to provide a comprehensive 

presence/absence survey. The results of any species-specific surveys recommended as 

a result of this appraisal should be combined with the results of this appraisal in order to 

give a full understanding of potential ecological impacts resulting from the 

development.  
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 The survey was carried out in March which is outside of the main plant growing season. 

However, a survey at this time of year is sufficient for an experienced surveyor to 

categorise the habitats and assess the potential for protected species to be present, in 

line with the aims of the Preliminary Ecological Appraisal.  

 In line with standard guidance, the results and recommendations within this report are 

valid for up to two years from the date of survey, assuming there are no significant 

changes to the survey Site or its immediate surroundings. Updated survey work may be 

required to support any future planning applications outside of this time period. 
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 RESULTS 

Desk Study 

 The desk study information will be provided as an addendum. 

Habitats and Botanical Species 

 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey Results Map is provided in Appendix 2 with 

accompanying habitat descriptions below. Relevant photographs are shown in 

Appendix 3. Botanical species nomenclature follows Stace (2019).  

 The Site comprised two improved grassland fields with a sward height of up to 15cm 

having previously been utilised for arable farming (unknown crop). Vegetation was 

dominated by perennial ryegrass Lolium perenne with some cock’s-foot Dactylis 

glomerata, occasional creeping buttercup Ranunculus repens and broadleaved dock 

Rumex angustifolium. A short length of dry ditch was present adjacent to the northern 

boundary which supported the same species as the grassland as well as rosebay 

willowherb Chamerion angustifolium. Site boundaries largely comprised fences and 

non-native hedges associated with gardens with some short lengths of dilapidated dry-

stone wall. There were two short lengths of hawthorn Crataegus monogyna dominated 

hedgerows up to 2m high and 1m wide. To the immediate south of the Site was a linear 

band of semi-natural broadleaved woodland associated with public footpaths. Several 

mature trees were present within the Site boundaries dominated by ash Fraxinus 

excelsior and oak Quercus sp. Along the western boundary of the larger field were areas 

of scattered scrub, primarily comprising bramble Rubus fruticosus but also including 

some ornamental garden escapees. No species listed as Invasive Species on the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) were recorded.  

Protected / Notable Species 

Amphibians 

 No waterbodies were present on-Site at the time of the survey and the habitats were 

largely unsuitable to support amphibians due to the dominance of relatively short 

grassland. Areas of scatted scrub and the dry ditch did provide suitable foraging habitat 

and vegetative shelter and it cannot be ruled out that amphibians could cross the Site.  

 A search of OS maps and aerial photography revealed three ponds within 500m of the 

Site, the closest approximately 300m west. 
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Bats 

 No man-made structures were present on-Site such as buildings. However, the trees 

within and adjacent to the Site boundaries contained features such as cracks, lifted 

bark and rot holes which could support roosting bats.  

 Whilst the grassland on-Site was unlikely to attract a large abundance of insect prey, 

the Site boundaries, particularly the woodland to the south, offered opportunities for 

foraging and commuting bats due to the presence of both linear features and edge 

habitat currently not affected by artificial lighting. Overall, the Site was considered to 

provide Moderate potential for foraging and commuting bats (Collins, 2016).  

Birds 

 Only common bird species were recorded on-Site included chaffinch Fringilla coelebs 

and wood pigeon Columba palumbus. Whilst the Site offered some opportunities for 

foraging and breeding birds, an important assemblage was considered unlikely given 

the habitats present and the size of the Site. Again, the boundary habitats offered the 

best opportunities including scattered scrub, mature trees and hedgerows.  

Reptiles 

 The habitats on the Site were considered sub-optimal to support reptiles comprising 

homogenous habitats, well managed and largely lacking in suitable refugia, vegetative 

cover or undisturbed basking areas. Furthermore, there were no suitable egg laying 

opportunities such as vegetation piles or compost heaps. Reptiles were considered 

highly unlikely to be present on-Site and are not considered further within this report. 

Other Species 

 The Site provided opportunities for hedgehogs which may periodically cross the Site. 
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EVALUATION AN  RECOMENDATIONS

Habitats

Th  habitat  on-Sit  were large y f l w ecologic l value and li el  t  be co mon i 
the ider area They wou d not q al fy as Pr ority Ha itats und r th  NE C Act 2006 an

did not  su port  any  rar   or nota le  botan cal  spe ie at  the  t me  of  the  urvey.  No 
signifi an  mpact s nvi aged as a result of the loss of he grass and habita s.

The boundary hedgerows  w ere rese t, ompris d of more ha  80% nativ  specie

and as such would q alif  as Pr or ty Habit ts  They sh uld be re ained or re laced wit in 
th  development footprint where possib e.

Species

Am hibians

Whil t the Site o fered s b-optimal c nd tions o upport a phib ans, it ca not be ru ed

o t that am hibians i cludi g the s ecia ly pr tected great c ested newt (GCN) c uld 
access t e Site. Fu therm re, co structio  activi ies co ld creat  suitable re uges s ch

as buil ing m terial  or ubble pi es. All po d  within 500m hould be subject to  G N 
survey.

GCN pr senc /absenc  can be deter i ed by an eDNA surve . his nvol es a singl

dayti e  visi   to  eac   po d  to  c ll ct  water  am les  w ich  are  th n  ana ysed  i   a 
labora or  to detec  t e prese ce of GCN NA. If t e re ul  is nega ive  no urthe  s rvey

work  or  that  pond  is  required  a d  this  wou d  e  su ficie t  f r  submiss on  wi h  a y 
plann n  app ication.  Any  po ds whi h ave a pos tive es lt wil   require  a full six-visit

trapp ng  survey  s  described  below  to  obta n  a  popu atio   stimate Collection  of

eDNA should  be  conducted m d-April to  al ow  suf icient  t m   to  co duc   the six-visit 
rapping survey, f requir d.

he a ternat ve to n e NA survey i  a sta dard G N presence ab ence surv y. Ponds 
ar  surv yed on four v sits within the eco mend d sur ey s as n (mid March to mid-

une) o  ev nings wher  the ov rn g t temper ture d es not drop belo  5° . If GCN 
are fou d (eit er uring th  f rst f ur visits, o  a pos tive res lt is eturned fro  the e NA 
urvey)  six v sits ar  requir d i  order o provide a b tter est mate o  the popula i n. Half

f he su vey visi s must be carried ou  be ween  mid April and mid May. Duri g each 
s rve ,    minimum  of  three  accepted  survey  methodologies  are  employed,  usually 
bottle trapping, torching and egg searching.
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 Irrespective of the results of the monitoring survey, it cannot be ruled out that  

 animals such as hedgehogs, may occasionally use the Site for foraging and 

commuting. It is therefore recommended that the following precautionary mitigation 

measures are put in place during the works; 

 All excavation should be ramped or have mammal ladders placed in them at 

the end of the day to ensure any mammals which may fall in can make their 

escape; 

 Any open pipework should be capped in order to prevent mammals from 

entering and becoming entrapped; 

 All machinery and chemicals should be stored safely in a secure compound; 

and, 

 Night works should be avoided where possible and any floodlighting should be 

angled away from the Site boundaries. 

Bats 

 Should any mature trees either on-Site or within the boundaries require works, including 
pruning, felling or increases in lighting, they should be preceded by an aerial inspection 
by a licenced bat worker to inspect any potential roosting features with high powered 
torches and endoscopes. If the surveyor can rule out the potential for the tree to support 
roosting bats, no further work would be required. If the tree is still classed as having 
potential or a confirmed roost is identified, up to three nocturnal surveys and/or further 
aerial inspections would be required between May and August with at least one visit 
occurring in June to cover the main maternity period. 

 Boundaries should remain intact, and a dark corridor maintained to facilitate 

commuting and foraging bats. Should the boundary habitats be affected through 

either vegetation removal or illumination, activity transects would be required. The Site 

was assessed as providing moderate suitable foraging and commuting habitat for bats. 

In line with current industry standards, a site assessed as providing moderate habitat 

would require one walked transect per month (April to October), with at least one of 

these comprising a dusk to dawn survey or a dusk transect immediately followed by a 

dawn transect.  Alongside the transect surveys, automated surveys with a bat detector 

left in two locations per month for five consecutive nights of suitable weather (April to 

October) should be undertaken.  
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Birds 

 In order to prevent disturbance of nesting birds, it is recommended that all clearance 

of suitable vegetation for nesting birds, including ground clearance, be conducted 

outside of the nesting bird season (March to August inclusive). These works should be 

preceded by a nesting bird check conducted by the contractor as some species of 

bird can nest all year round. Where vegetation removal cannot avoid the nesting bird 

season, any works to suitable vegetation must be preceded by a nesting bird check 

conducted by a Suitably Qualified Ecologist (SQE). Where birds are found to be nesting, 

a stand-off zone will be erected, and all works in this area must cease until the SQE has 

confirmed all chicks have fledged.  

Biodiversity Net Gain 

 The NPPF (2019) advises that all developments should be seeking Biodiversity Net Gain 

(BNG) with many Local Planning Authorities including BNG within their planning policies.  

It is anticipated that a mandatory 10% net gain will soon be required for al proposed 

developments. As such, it is recommended that proposals for the development take this 

into account and aim to deliver a minimum 10% net gain for the Site. In order to 

accurately assess the habitat conditions at the Site, a habitat condition assessment 

survey should be conducted within the main plant growing season (April to September). 
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Appendix 1: Relevant Legislation
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The following text provides information on the key legislation, which is applicable to this survey. 

The main wildlife legislation relevant in the UK is as follows: 

European Legislation 

The relevant sections of the EC Directives and international conventions are summarised 
below: 

 EC Directive on the Conservation of Natural Habitats and of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(Habitat Directive 1992) as amended (92/43/EEC) 

The Directive requires Member States to introduce a range of measures including the 
protection of species listed in the Annexes. The 189 habitats listed in Annex I of the Directive 
and the 788 species listed in Annex II, are to be protected by means of a network of sites. Once 
adopted, these are designated by Member States as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), 
and along with Special Protection Areas (SPAs) classified under the EC Birds Directive. The 
Habitats Directive introduces the precautionary principle; that disturbance to the designated 
sites can only be permitted having ascertained no adverse effect on the integrity of the Site. 

 EC Directive on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds Directive 1979) as amended 
(79/409/EEC) 

The main provisions of the Directive includes; the maintenance of the favorable conservation 
status of all wild bird species across their distributional range. 

 Bern Convention on the Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (1979) 

The Convention imposes legal obligations on contracting parties, protecting over 500 wild 
plant species and more than 1000 wild animal species. 

UK Legislation 

The sections of UK legislation considered to be of relevance include: 

 The Conservation (Natural Habitats, and c.) Regulations (Amendment) (EU Exit) 2019 
(as amended) 

This transposes the Habitats Directive into national law. The Regulations provide for the 
designation and protection of 'European sites', and the protection of 'European protected 
species. 

 The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (WCA) 

This consolidates and amends existing national legislation to implement the Convention on the 
Conservation of European Wildlife and Natural Habitats (Bern Convention) and Council 
Directive 79/409/EEC on the Conservation of Wild Birds (Birds Directive) in Great Britain. 

 The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (CRoW) 

This act strengthens wildlife enforcement legislation. 
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  

 
   

 Wild Mammals Protection Act 1996 

This act provides protection to all wild species of mammal in the UK and is more related to 
mammal welfare but is directly applicable during any site clearance or other works to a site 
which could harm mammals.  

 Natural Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act) 

This act formed Natural England which places a duty on all public authorities, including local 
planning authorities to consider biodiversity. This Act also requires s list of species of habitats 
composed by the Secretary of State to help provide specific conservation targets. These 
species are known as Priority Species or Species of Principal Importance (SPI). These habitats 
are know as Priority habitats or Habitats of Principal Important (HPI). Both SPI and HPI are listed 
under Section 41 of this Act. The NPPF also affords protection to these HPI’s and SPI’s.  

 UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework 

In addition, species and habitats listed on the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework (formally 
the UK BAP) are also considered. Details on these species and habitats can be found at: 
http://jncc.defra.gov.uk/page-5705. 

Species-Specific Legislation 

Species specific legislation is provided in the Table below: 

Species-Specific Wildlife Legislation 

Plants Sch. 8 Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended) 
Some species are SPI - Section 
41 NERC Act. 
  

•   Pick; 
•   Uproot; 
•   Trade; 
•   Possess (for trade) 
  
any wild plant listed. 

Breeding birds Wildlife and Countryside Act 
1981 (as amended). 

•   Kill; 
•   Injure; 
•   Take; 
  
any wild bird, their eggs or nest 
(with the exception of those on 
Sch. 2). 

Specially protected birds Sch. 1 Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). 

As above but includes: 
•   Disturbing birds at their nest, 
or their dependent young. 
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•    
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

  
 
 

 
 

 
Bats Sch. 5 Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended).  
  
Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 
(Amendment) (EU Exit) 2019 (as 
amended). 
  

•   Intentionally or deliberately 
kill, inure or capture (or take) 
bats: 
•   Deliberately disturb bats 
(whether in a roost or not); 
•   Recklessly disturb roosting 
bats or obstruct access to their 
roosts;  
•   Damage or destroy bat 
roosts. 

Common reptiles Sch. 5 Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). 
  
Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000. 

Deliberate or reckless: 
•   Killing; 
•   Injuring 
•   Sale. 

Common amphibians Sch. 5 and Sch. 9 Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 (as 
amended). 
  
Countryside and Rights of Way 
Act 2000. 

•   Sell; 
•   Transport; and 
•   Advertise for sale. 

Great crested newt 
  

Sch. 5 Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). 
  
Conservation of Habitats and 
Species Regulations 
(Amendment) (EU Exit) 2019 (as 
amended). 

•   Kill; 
•   Injure; 
•   Disturb 
•   Destroy or obstruct access to  
 
any place used for rest or 
shelter. 

Hedgehogs SPI – Section 41 NERC Act 
Wild Mammals Protection Act 
1996. 

Protection from harm, injury  
Intent to harm. 
  

Other mammals Wild Mammals Protection Act 
1996. 

Protection from harm, injury  
Intent to harm. 

Invasive species (animal and 
plant) 

Sch. 9 Wildlife and Countryside 
Act 1981 (as amended). 

Release of any animal, plant or 
microorganism not native to 
the UK.  
Sale. 
Cause or allow to spread. 
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Protected Sites 

A network of protected sites, at varying levels, have been put in place across the UK. Further 
details are provided below; 

International Importance 

 Natura 2000  

Natura 2000 is the name of the European Union-wide network of nature conservation-sites 
established under the EC Habitats and Birds Directives. This network will comprise Special Areas 
of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs). 

 Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)  

SACs are designated under the EC Habitats Directive. The Directive applies to the UK and the 
overseas territory of Gibraltar. SACs are areas which have been identified as best representing 
the range and variety within the European Union of habitats and (non-bird) species listed on 
Annexes I and II to the Directive. SACs in terrestrial areas and territorial marine waters out to 12 
nautical miles are designated under the Conservation (Natural Habitats, &c.) Regulations 1994 
(as amended). New and/or amended Habitats Regulations are shortly to be introduced to 
provide a mechanism for the designation of SACs and SPAs in UK offshore waters (from 12-200 
nm). 

National Importance 

 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)  

The SSSI series has developed since 1949 as the national suite of sites providing statutory 
protection for the best examples of the UK's flora, fauna, or geological or physiographical 
features. Most SSSIs are privately-owned or managed; others are owned or managed by 
public bodies or non-government organisations. The SSSIs designation may extend into 
intertidal areas out to the jurisdictional limit of local authorities, generally Mean Low Water in 
England and Northern Ireland; Mean Low Water of Spring tides in Scotland. In Wales, the limit 
is Mean Low Water for SSSIs notified before 2002, and, for more recent notifications, the limit of 
Lowest Astronomical Tides, where the features of interest extend down to LAT. There is no 
provision for marine SSSIs beyond low water mark. Originally notified under the National Parks 
and Access to the Countryside Act 1949, SSSIs have been renotified under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981. Improved provisions for the protection and management of SSSIs were 
introduced by the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 (in England and Wales) and the 
Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004. 

Regional/Local Importance 

 Wildlife Sites  

Local authorities for any given area may designate certain areas as being of local 
conservation interest. The criteria for inclusion, and the level of protection provided, if any, may 
vary between areas. Most individual counties have a similar scheme, although they do vary.   

 



 

 

Calver Lane  Dodworth 
Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 
March 2021 
CLD-BWB-ZZ-XX-RP-LE-0001_Preliminary Ecological Appraisal 

These sites, which may be given various titles such as 'Listed Wildlife Sites' (LWS), 'County Wildlife 
Sites' (CWS), 'Local Nature Conservation-sites' (LNCS), 'Sites of Importance for Nature 
Conservation' (SINCs), or Sites of Nature Conservation Importance' (SNCIs), together with 
statutory designations, are defined in local and structure plans under the Town and Country 
Planning system and are a material consideration when planning applications are being 
determined. 
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Appendix 2: Extended Phase 1 Habitat Plan 
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Appendix 3: Site Photographs 
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