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Disclaimer  

This document is issued to the client for the sole use and for the intended purpose as stated in the agreement between the client 
and Middleton Bell Ecology (MBE) under which this work was completed, or else as set out within the report.  This report may 
not be relied upon by any other party without the express written agreement of MBE.  The use of this report by unauthorised third 
parties is at their own risk and MBE accepts no duty of care to any such party. 

MBE has exercised due care in preparing this report, it has not, unless specifically stated, independently verified information 
provided by others. No other warranty, express or implied, is made in relation to the content of this report and MBE assumes no 
liability for any loss resulting from errors, omissions or misrepresentation made by others. 

Any recommendations, opinion or finding stated in this report is based on circumstances and facts as they existed at the time 
that MBE performed the work.  Nothing in this report constitutes legal opinion.  If legal opinion is required, the advice of a legal 
professional should be secured. 
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1. Summary  

1.1.1 This Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan (BEMP) of Woodhead Hall Farm 
was commissioned by the Thomas Daley of Thomas Daley Homes Ltd, on 23rd July 
2024.  

1.1.2 The BEMP is intended to address Condition 23 of a planning permission 
(Ref.: 2022/1234) relating to the re-development of the Woodhead Hall Farm site to 
include alteration, restoration and extension of the farmhouse, farm cottage and 
conversion and extension of existing barns, together with the erection of a further four 
new dwellings 

1.1.3 The habitats that will be retained, enhanced or newly created are described in this 
document, along with the aims and objectives of habitat management. The locations 
of habitats retained or created on the site are shown in the Landscape Masterplan, 
included in Appendix 1.  

1.1.4 Recommendations relating to the initial establishment and management of newly 
planted vegetation are provided in an accompanying Landscape Management Plan 
(PWP Design Ltd., 2024), which should be read alongside the text in the BEMP. The 
BEMP details long-term management methods. The remedial measures to be applied, 
together with triggers initiating their requirement, have also been specified. 

1.1.5 The proposed scheme includes retention of the vast majority of existing trees and 
hedgerow, together with substantial retention of mixed scrub and neutral grassland. In 
addition, the scheme includes establishment of new areas of neutral grassland, 
together with planting of new areas of mixed scrub, new species-rich native hedgerow 
and new planting of trees. 

1.1.6 A completed copy of Biodiversity Metric 3.1 was completed for the site on 11 th 
September 2023 by Chris Schofield of Enzygo based upon the UK Habitat Survey 
detailed in the Ecological Impact Assessment (Enzygo, 2023). At the time this original 
metric was written, no planting proposals/landscaping plan was available. A revised 
�F�D�O�F�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�K�H�P�H�¶�V�� �H�F�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �L�P�S�D�F�W�� �K�D�V�� �E�H�H�Q�� �X�Q�G�H�U�W�D�N�H�Q�� �X�V�L�Q�J�� �7�K�H��
Statutory Biodiversity Metric. These calculations showed that the scheme was 
anticipated to result in a 1.7 increase in Habitat Units (an 11.31 % net gain) and a 0.91 
increase in Hedgerow Units (a 62.42 % net gain). 

1.1.7 The applicant is to be responsible for appointing an appropriate Landscape 
Management and Maintenance Copy to ensure long-term management and 
�P�D�L�Q�W�H�Q�D�Q�F�H���R�I���O�D�Q�G���I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���µ�Z�L�G�H�U���F�X�U�W�L�O�D�J�H�¶���R�I���:�R�R�G�K�H�D�G���+�D�O�O���)�D�U�P�����/�D�Q�G��
�I�D�O�O�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �µ�G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F���F�X�U�W�L�O�D�J�H�¶�� �R�I�� �H�D�F�K�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �P�D�Q�D�J�H�G�� �E�\�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z��
homeowners. 

1.1.8 The applicant is to be responsible for appointing a suitably qualified ecologist to 
undertake monitoring surveys in Years1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30 and to produce a monitoring 
report to be provided to the LPA on the 1st November of each year of monitoring.
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2. Introduction  

2.1.1 This Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan (BEMP) of Woodhead Hall Farm 
was commissioned by the Thomas Daley of Thomas Daley Homes Ltd, on 23rd July 
2024. Woodhead Hall Farm is located at Ordnance Survey Grid Reference SE 37206 
02033 (Figure 1). 

Figure 1. Location plan  

 

2.1.2 Planning permission was granted in December 2022 to permit re-development of the 
site to include alteration, restoration and extension of the farmhouse, farm cottage and 
conversion and extension of existing barns, together with the erection of a further four 
new dwellings.  The 1.8 ha site will also be partially re-landscaped. 

2.1.3 This BEMP has been written to inform the discharge of Condition 23 of planning 
permission 2022/1234, which states: 

A Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan (BEMP), completed by a suitably 
qualified ecologist will be submitted to the Local Planning Authority prior to the 
commencement of works on site. The BEMP will include the following: 

- A recent landscape plan detailing the location of mitigation works and the size of 
each habitat/linear feature to be enhanced and/or created (if there are any changes 
to the proposed layout that would impact the outcomes of the Defra metric then an 
updated version of the metric should be provided to and approved by the Local 
Planning Authority); 
- Management aims and prescriptions detailing the methods required to create 
and/or enhance each habitat/linear feature at the required quality for a period of 30 
years; 
- A timetable of delivery for each habitat/linear feature created and/or enhanced; 
- A schedule of ecological monitoring for a minimum 30 year period, identifying when 
key indicators of habitat/linear feature maturity should be achieved; 
- Details on the monitoring of habitats and linear features and the provision of a 
report, which shall be provided to the LPA on the 1st November of each year of 
monitoring (years one-three after creation, years five, ten and every ten years 



 
 

5 
MBE/BAT/2024/090/02 

thereafter), which will assess the condition of all habitats and linear features created 
and/or enhanced and any necessary management or replacement/remediation 
measures required to deliver the Net Gain values set out in the BEMP; 
- A schedule of actions to be undertaken in case signs of failing are identified; the 
schedules must include details of technique(s) to be used, equipment to be used, 
roles and relevant expertise of personnel and organisations involved and timing of 
actions including submission of monitoring report to the Council. 

2.1.4 The BEMP is informed by ecological survey work undertaken in 2021 and reported in 
the Ecological Impact Assessment (Enzygo, 2023). 

2.1.5 A landscaping plan has been developed for the scheme by PWP Design Ltd. This plan 
is included in Appendix 1 of this document and the BEMP should be read with 
reference to both this plan and the accompanying Landscape Management Plan for 
Woodhead Farm, also developed by PWP Design Ltd (PWP Ltd., 2024). 

2.1.6 The BEMP will provide the details required to implement and manage the ecology-led 
elements of the landscape proposals. It will include the rationale behind the aims of 
the proposals and information on their long-term (30 year) management. This BEMP 
does not cover amenity grassland/lawns or ornamental planting, which are considered 
to be primarily included in the planting proposals for aesthetic and amenity purposes 
as well as primary being located in areas of domestic curtilage. With regards to 
management of these habitats the Landscape Management Plan only should be 
consulted. 

2.1.7 This document has been prepared by Middleton Bell Ecology Ltd with input from the 
landscape consultant.  

3. Repeat Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment  

3.1.1 A completed copy of Biodiversity Metric 3.1 was completed for the site on 11th 
September 2023 by Chris Schofield of Enzygo based upon the UK Habitat Survey 
detailed in the Ecological Impact Assessment (Enzygo, 2023). At that stage no planting 
proposals/landscaping plan was available. Consequently, the completed metric was 
based on assumptions regarding the retention and enhancement of habitats falling 
outside formal gardens/domestic curtilages and the planting of 32 new small trees.  

3.1.2 The Landscape Masterplan (Appendix 1) for this development was developed by PWP 
Design Ltd, following consultation with Thomas Daley of Thomas Daley Homes Ltd 
and Robert Bell of Middleton Bell Ecology. The Landscape Masterplan accommodates 
as closely as possible those commitments made in the submitted copy of the 
Biodiversity Metric 3.1, however, it was not possible to completely align the 
landscaping plan and submitted copy of the metric. For this reason, we have completed 
revised metric calculations using The Statutory Biodiversity Metric (Appendix 4).  

3.1.3 When revising the biodiversity metric we have taken the baseline habitats as recorded 
by Enzygo and detailed in the submitted copy of the Biodiversity Metric 3.1 (Enzygo, 
2023). A new UK Habitat Survey Plan was however produced for the site (see 
Appendix 2) �L�Q�� �R�U�G�H�U�� �W�R�� �P�R�U�H�� �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�O�\�� �I�L�W�� �W�K�H�� �V�F�K�H�P�H�¶�V�� �U�H�G-line boundary and the 
area covered by Landscape Masterplan. Two minor additional areas are shown within 
the UK Habitat Survey Plan in Appendix 2, relative to the original baseline habitat plan 
produced by Enzygo (Enzygo, 2023). These additions comprised the western gravel-
covered access track and a small extension to the dense scrub in the western corner 
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of the site. Habitats in these areas were recorded during an update walkover of the 
site, undertaken by Robert Bell (MCIEEM) of Middleton Bell Ecology on 24th July 2024, 
in order to verify the habitats recorded by Enzygo. 

3.1.4 The Landscape Masterplan (Appendix 1) was converted into a UK Habitat 
Classification Plan, included in Appendix 3 of this document. Condition levels ascribed 
to proposed site habitats are described in completed copy of The Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric and also within Section 5 of this document. Existing trees located within new 
�D�U�H�D�V�� �R�I�� �µ�G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F�� �F�X�U�W�L�O�D�J�H�¶���J�D�U�G�H�Q�V�� �D�U�H�� �L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G��within the Proposed UK Habitat 
Classification Plan used in metric calculations, however, new trees to be planted within 
these areas were not included. A proportion of the new species-rich mixed native 
hedgerow is to be located on the edge of future gardens (Appendices 1 & 3) and this 
is included in the metric calculations. It was however noted even if the new species-
rich mixed native hedgerow included in domestic curtilages was excluded from The 
Statutory Biodiversity Metric calculations, the scheme would still deliver a >10 % net 
gain in both Habitat and Hedgerow Units 

3.1.5 Calculations undertaken in The Statutory Biodiversity Metric show that the proposed 
development is expected to deliver a 1.7 increase in Habitat Units (an  11.31 % net 
gain) and a 0.91 increase in Hedgerow Units (a 62.42 % net gain). In the case of both 
Habitat Units and Hedgerow Units the proposed development is expected to deliver a 
>10 % net gain.  

4. Land Ownership and Responsibilities   

4.1.1 The future site is to be divided between a total of 10 curtilages associated with the 
future dwellings. These ownership boundaries are shown in Appendix 5. These 
ownership boundaries have been laid out to ensure that the entirety of the higher value 
nature conservation area habitats, with the exception of several retained trees, are 
located either within an area �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���µ�Z�L�G�H�U���F�X�U�W�L�O�D�J�H�¶���R�I���:�R�R�G�K�H�D�G���+�D�O�O���)�D�U�P, 
or an area designated to fall under the private management of a management 
company. The latter area comprises the access routes and car parking areas.  

4.1.2 The applicant is to be responsible for appointing an appropriate landscape 
management and maintenance contractor to ensure long-term management and 
maintenance of land �I�D�O�O�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���W�K�H���µ�Z�L�G�H�U���F�X�U�W�L�O�D�J�H�¶���R�I���:�R�R�G�K�H�D�G���+�D�O�O���)�D�U�P, as well 
as the area to be subject to private management. Land falling within the �µ�G�R�P�H�V�W�L�F��
�F�X�U�W�L�O�D�J�H�¶���R�I���H�D�F�K���S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���E�\���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���K�R�P�H�R�Z�Q�H�U�V�� 

4.1.3 The applicant is to be responsible for appointing a suitably qualified ecologist to 
undertake monitoring surveys in Years1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30 and to produce a monitoring 
report to be provided to the LPA on the 1st November of each year of monitoring.
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5. Features to be Retained, Created, Enhanced and Managed  

5.1.1 The habitats that will be retained, enhanced or newly created are described below, 
along with the aims and objectives of habitat management. The locations of habitats 
retained or created on the site are shown in the Landscape Masterplan included in 
Appendix 1 and the proposed UK Habitat Classification Plan adapted from this 
document, included in Appendix 3. 

5.1.2 Recommendations relating to the initial establishment and management of newly 
planted vegetation are provided accompanying Landscape Management Plan (PWP 
Design Ltd., 2024). These measures will not be repeated in this document, rather the 
BEMP and Landscape Management Plan should be read together.   

5.1.3 This BEMP details long-term management methods. The remedial measures to be 
applied, together with triggers initiating their requirement, have also been specified. 

5.2 Hedgerow  

Retained, enhanced, and newly created habitat 

5.2.1 Native hedgerows border both sides of the western access track and these hedgerows 
are to be retained in full (Plate 1). These hedgerows were described as regularly cut 
and were classified as being in poor condition failing criteria in relation to width (A2), 
undisturbed adjacent habitat (C1), nutrient enriched ground flora (C2) and excessive 
cutting (D2) (i.e. failing 4 criteria in total but both C1 and C2)(Enzygo, 2023).   

5.2.2 In addition to retention of the existing areas of native hedgerow, a total of 135 m of 
new species-rich mixed native hedgerow is to be planted across the interior of the site. 
This hedgerow is to comprise a mix of seven native woody species, planted as double 
staggered rows. Habitat creation instructions are detailed in the Landscape 
Management Plan (PWP Design Ltd., 2024), as they are for all habitat types. An 
example of a species-rich mixed native hedgerow within its third spring following 
planting is shown in Plate 2.  

Plate 1. View from Woodhead Lane  of hedgerows bounding the eastern access 
track  
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Habitat management aims and objectives 

Existing hedge  

5.2.3 It is not considered feasible to enhance the condition of the retained hedge to a 
moderate level. The reason for this is that the hedgerow failed both condition criteria 
undisturbed adjacent habitat (C1) and nutrient enriched ground flora (C2) and it is not 
considered that there is a management action suitable to address this within the 
bounds of the site boundary. Nevertheless, these hedges can be made more 
ecologically valuable through the implementation of an optimal management regime.  

5.2.4 The aim for these hedgerows is to maintain the following: 

�x Dense bushy growth at its base. 
�x A height of 2m + and a width of at least 1.5 m. 
�x No gaps along its length. 
�x An absence of invasive non-native species. 

Plate 2. Native hedgerow coming into leaf in the third spring following planting 
as bare root whips  

  

Newly planted hedge  

5.2.5 For the new hedgerow, to be planted within the interior of the site, the aims for 
management are to ensure the hedgerow: 

�x Is at least 1.5 m wide. 
�x Is at least 1.5 m tall.   
�x Has dense bushy growth at its base. 
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�x Has no gaps along its length. 
�x Has at least 1 m of undisturbed ground with perennial vegetation at least 1 m 

along its length for 90 % of its length.   
�x Support no invasive non-native species. 

Management prescriptions  

Existing hedge  

5.2.6 Any gaps within the existing hedge should be planted with bare root whips outside the 
growing season (i.e. plant between November and March). Hedge plants should be 
established as per Landscape Management Plan (PWP Design Ltd., 2024). Watering 
should be carried out to ensure proper establishment. New planting shall be watered 
regularly for the first three (3) years during June, July, August and September, as 
necessary. Additional watering of planting might be required during periods of drought. 
Particular care should be taken during such periods to ensure sufficient watering is 
carried out to facilitate healthy growth. All failures, dead or dying plants should be 
replaced during the next planting season.  

5.2.7 Established native hedgerows will be managed on a rotational basis, with one side of 
the hedge cut each year (i.e. the entirety of the hedge cut every two years). This will 
ensure a continuous supply of foraging for local fauna throughout the year. For ongoing 
management of more mature hedgerows, these are to be sided and topped to create 
�D���K�H�G�J�H���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���µ�$�¶���V�K�D�S�H�G���S�U�R�I�L�O�H���R�Q�F�H���H�Y�H�U�\���W�Z�R���\�H�D�U�V����It is not proposed to lay these 
hedges due to their function as boundary features. Care will be taken to avoid damage 
to potential future mature hedgerow trees during cutting to enable their successful 
growth. All arisings will be cleared to a designated composting area or designated 
areas of habitat brashings, with any diseased material being removed and disposed of 
off-site in accordance with regulations. Hedges should be trimmed outside the bird 
nesting season (March to September) and ideally in January or February to allow the 
berry crop to be harvested by wintering birds. 

5.2.8 Stakes / guards on gap planted whips should be removed as deemed necessary (after 
three years), once the hedge plant is suitably established. 

Newly planted hedge 

5.2.9 Hedgerow establishment guidance including initial trimming is detailed in the 
Landscape Management Plan (PWP Design Ltd., 2024). Watering should be carried 
out to ensure proper establishment. New planting shall be watered regularly during 
periods of dry weather for the first three (3) years during June, July, August and 
September as necessary. Additional watering of planting might be required during 
periods of drought. Particular care should be taken during such periods to ensure 
sufficient watering is carried out to facilitate healthy growth. All failures, dead or dying 
plants should be replaced during the next planting season.  

5.2.10 Long term management should comprise a trim every second year, allowing the hedge 
to increase in size each time whilst still encouraging lateral growth. It is not proposed 
to lay these hedges due to their function as boundary features. Hedges should be 
trimmed outside the bird nesting season (March to September) and ideally in January 
or February to allow the berry crop to be harvested by wintering birds. 

5.2.11 Stakes / guards on gap planted whips should be removed as deemed necessary (after 
three years), once the hedge plant is suitably established. 
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Remedial measures 

5.2.12 The hedgerow plants should be inspected in late summer (August �± September) during 
Years 1 and 2 by the landscape management contractor and will be inspected by the 
ecologist as part of their monitoring surveys in Years 1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30. Any dead 
plants should be replaced the subsequent winter.  

5.2.13 If newly planted hedgerows are being overgrown by adjacent herb vegetation and it is 
suppressing the growth of woody plants then mulch laid at the base of the hedge will 
need to be renewed.  

5.2.14 Laying of site hedgerows may be necessary if they become too large, or too gappy 
either along their length or at the base. If gaps appear as a result of dead plants then 
these will need to be filled by planting new hedge plants during the next planting period.  

5.2.15 If non-native invasive plant species are identified within the hedgerows on site, they 
should be removed. The method for removal will be species specific with additional 
species-specific control measures likely to be required. At present invasive non-native 
species can usually be treated or buried on site, in accordance with  Regulatory 
Position Statement 178 (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/treatment-and-
disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-
non-native-plants-rps-178 ), or removed from site by a licensed waste disposal 
contractor. The contractor should be notified if they are transporting a species listed 
on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

5.3 Trees  

Retained, enhanced, and newly created habitat 

5.3.1 All existing trees, with the exception of two medium sized trees in the centre of the site, 
are to be protected during construction and retained in the long-term.  

5.3.2 A total of 32 new native trees (comprising a mix of seven species) will be included 
within the wider curtilage of Woodhead Hall (Appendices 1 & 3). A further 13 trees will 
be included within the domestic curtilage of new dwellings, to be managed in 
accordance with the new owners wishes.  

Habitat management aims and objectives 

5.3.3 The aim is for newly planted trees to achieve a moderate condition within the 30-year 
timeframe of this BEMP. In order to achieve a moderate condition, the trees should: 

�x The canopy is predominantly continuous, with gaps in canopy cover making 
up < 10 % of total area. 

�x Show little or no impact of vandalism or herbicide use. 
�x More than 20% of the tree canopy should oversail vegetation (rather than hard 

standing). 

Management prescriptions  

Existing trees 

5.3.4 Management of existing trees during the 30 year period should only be undertaken 
when inspections highlight that management works are needed (i.e. if trees die, 
become severely diseased or are subject to wind damage).  Trees should however be 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178/treatment-and-disposal-of-invasive-non-native-plants-rps-178
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inspected by an arborist or experienced landscaping contractor every five years to 
assess their health and the requirement for any management works.  

5.3.5 An appropriately qualified operative such as Arboriculturist or Tree Surgeon should be 
consulted prior to undertaking any major tree works on-site. All work carried out to 
proposed of existing trees and vegetation is to be to BS 5837:2012 & BS 3998:2010 
(or the latest version) where appropriate. 

5.3.6 Where existing trees die or require removal then they should be replaced during the 
next planting period using specimens of a native species, or wildlife friendly ornamental 
species, sourced from a UK nursery.  

Newly planted trees 

5.3.7 Planting prescriptions for new trees are detailed is detailed in the Landscape 
Management Plan (PWP Design Ltd., 2024).  

5.3.8 Watering should be carried out to ensure proper establishment. New planting shall be 
watered regularly during periods of dry weather for the first three (3) years during June, 
July, August and September as necessary. Additional watering of planting might be 
required during periods of drought. Particular care should be taken during such periods 
to ensure sufficient watering is carried out to facilitate healthy growth. All failures, dead 
or dying plants should be replaced during the next planting season.  

5.3.9 All above ground staking and underground guying should be checked at least annually 
to ensure that the root system remains stable and firm in the ground, and that ties are 
still effective and not causing any damage to the tree. Any broken or damaged stakes 
should be replaced and hessian ties re-fixed at a slightly lower position, allowing for 
growth since planting. Stakes / guards should be removed as deemed necessary, 
between 18 months �± 3 years, once the tree is suitably established and its root system 
is strong enough to anchor it in situ. 

5.3.10 Young trees will require formative pruning to maintain a desirable shape as well as to 
maintain health and vigor. 

5.3.11 Where existing trees die or require removal then they should be replaced during the 
next planting period using specimens of a native species, or wildlife friendly ornamental 
species, sourced from a UK nursery  

Remedial measures 

5.3.12 The newly planted trees should be inspected in late summer (August �± September) 
during Years 1 and 2 by the landscape management contractor and will be inspected 
by the ecologist as part of their monitoring surveys in Years 1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30. Any 
dead plants should be replaced the subsequent winter. 

5.3.13 If trees have outgrown their stakes/guards/tree ties and these have not been removed 
then this will be highlighted to the landscape management team for remedial removal.  

5.3.14 If newly planted trees are being overgrown by adjacent herb vegetation and it is 
suppressing the growth of woody plants then mulch laid at the base of the hedge will 
need to be renewed.  

5.3.15 If vandalism, herbicide use, or excessive pruning has killed trees in the wider curtilage 
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of Woodhead Hall then additional tree planting will be undertaken by the landscape 
management team with trees replaced with another native specimen on a 1:1 basis.  

5.4 Neutral Grassland Areas  

Retained, enhanced, and newly created habitat 

5.4.1 Most existing areas of former lawn (classified as modified grassland) within the wider 
curtilage of Woodhead Hall (Plate 3) are to be retained and brought into meadow 
management with the aim of reducing existing nutrient levels and promoting the growth 
of flowering herb species (Plate 4). This grassland was species poor (i.e. had less than 
6 species per m2).  It passed Criteria 3 (low scrub cover), 4 (lack of physical damage), 
6 (absence of bracken Pteridium aquilinum) and 7 (absence of invasive flora), but failed 
Criteria 2 (lack of a varied sward height) and 5 (lack of bare ground). 

5.4.2 Some new areas of other neutral grassland are to be sown on areas of existing 
modified grassland in the northern corner of the site, which needs to be disturbed 
during the creation of drainage, and on former arable land in the southern corner of 
the site. 

Plate 3. Existing grassland east of Woodhead Hall  

 

Habitat management aims and objectives 

5.4.3 The existing modified grassland is to be managed to bring about its transition to other 
neutral grassland. Both the retained and newly created grassland will be managed to 
bring them into at least poor condition.  

5.4.4 This will require at least the following criteria to be met, although the aim will be to 
meet other criteria, where possible: 

�x Management of grassland to ensure cover of bracken is less than 20 % and 
cover of scrub (including bramble) is less than 5 %. 
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Management prescriptions  

Existing grassland 

5.4.5 The existing grassland is to be cut twice per year, once in March �± April, and also in 
late July �± August . The mowing of regularly mown pathways through the existing 
grassland is encouraged to promote a diversity in the sward height.  

5.4.6 Undesirable weeds are to be spot sprayed or hand-pulled by the landscape 
management contractor. As a minimum this should be completed during May in Years 
1, 2, 3, and 5, with additional management undertaken as required.  

5.4.7 The arisings from all mowing are to be collected and either disposed of or composted 
in a set location on the site. The arisings from the late July/August cut are to be left in 
situ for 5 to 7 days before being collected to allow seeds to fall. The reason for 
removing all arisings from the mown area is to prevent the buildup of fertility in these 
areas.   

Newly created grassland 

5.4.8 Prescriptions for the seeding of new meadow are detailed in the Landscape 
Management Plan (PWP Design Ltd., 2024), with the seed supplier and mix specified 
(Habitat Aid Basic Wildflower Meadow Seed Mix). No nutrient is to be added to the 
area where seed is to be sown and soil in the area is to be either inverted (the preferred 
option), or rotavated prior to seeding. 

5.4.9 During Year 1 following establishment, the whole sward is to be cut back to around 75 
mm-100 mm every 3 or 4 weeks for the first growing season. Arisings are to be 
collected and removed after each cut, to stop them from mulching down and enriching 
the soil, as the aim is to gradually reduce fertility of the soil. This will help to create an 
environment suitable for growing wildflowers. During the first year the meadow areas 
should be watered once per week during dry weather. 

5.4.10 From Year 2 onwards the new areas of neutral grassland are to be managed in the 
same way as the established grassland areas. The mowing of regularly mown 
pathways through the existing grassland is encouraged to promote a diversity in the 
sward height. 

5.4.11 Undesirable weeds are to be spot sprayed or hand-pulled by the landscape 
management contractor. As a minimum this should be completed during May in Years 
1, 2, 3, and 5, with additional management undertaken as required. Once the meadow 
grassland has established, invasion by undesirable species (i.e. nettle and broad 
leaved dock) will be less likely. 
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Plate 4. Example of meadow area established in a domestic lawn  

   

Remedial measures 

5.4.12 The grassland should be inspected in late summer (August �± September) during Years 
1 and 2 by the landscape management contractor and will be inspected by the 
ecologist as part of their monitoring surveys in Years 1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30.  

5.4.13 The ecologist will consider the following specific concerns during the inspections and 
recommend the landscape management contractor to undertaken the following 
actions, as applicable:  

�x If new areas of seeding have established poorly (i.e. as a result of waterlogging 
during a wet spell), then these areas will be re-seeded in autumn of the same 
year.  

�x If non-native invasive plant species, undesirable weeds or scrub are identified 
within the sward, then they should be notified to the client and landscape 
management contractor and removed by the landscape management 
contractor. The method for removal of undesirable plants will be species 
specific with additional control measures likely to be required. Invasive, non-
native species should be treated as described in Section 5.2.15 of the 
Hedgerow Section. 

�x If evidence of a poorly timed mowing regime is recorded, then the management 
contractor will be contacted to discuss the timing of cuts detailed in the BEMP. 

�x If problems arise from use of the area by the residents (fly tipping, littering, dog 
fouling etc.) then the ecologist will notify the client and landscape management 
contractor. Consideration will be given to restricting or altering access via the 
use of fencing, changes to hedgerows, amending the location of mown paths, 
or cessation of mowing paths through these areas. 
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5.5 Mixed Scrub  

Retained, enhanced, and newly created habitat 

5.5.1 Existing areas of scrub on the eastern and western boundaries of the site will be 
retained. This habitat was considered to be in moderate condition passing 4 of 5 
assessment criteria. This scrub passed Criteria 1 (species diversity), 2 (good age 
range), 3 (lack of invasives) and 4 (edge habitat), but failed Criteria 5 (valuable glades 
and clearings).    

5.5.2 New areas of scrub will also be planted in the southern corner of the site and along 
part of the eastern boundary. New scrub is to be planted with a range of eight native 
scrub species, to be planted in single species groupings.  

Habitat management aims and objectives 

5.5.3 The existing  mixed scrub will be managed to enhance its condition to good, with the 
aim being to bring new scrub planting into moderate condition.  

5.5.4 Enhancement of existing scrub to bring it into good condition will require: 

�x A mixture of at least three woody species; with no one species comprising 
more than 75% of the cover. 

�x Seedlings, saplings, young scrub and mature shrubs all present.  
�x An absence of non-native invasive species and species indicative of 

suboptimal condition make up less than 5 % cover. 
�x An edge bounded by tall herbs/grassland. 
�x The presence of clearings, glades and ridges in the scrub, providing sheltered 

edges. 

5.5.5 The newly planted scrub is expected to meet all condition criteria with the exception of 
the requirement for mature shrubs to be present. 

Management prescriptions  

Existing scrub 

5.5.6 One quarter of the cover of existing scrub should be coppiced/cut to ground level every 
five years in order to develop temporary open areas within this habitat (as the cut scrub 
re-grows). A particular focus should be placed on the clearance of bramble to promote 
the growth of other component scrub species. Developing and established trees 
should typically be spared from coppicing unless necessary to suspend the 
development of woodland in these areas. Cleared areas of scrub should be spread 
across the site to develop a periodic rotation of management. All scrub clearance 
should take place outside of the main bird nesting period (March-August).  

Newly planted scrub 

5.5.7 New mixed scrub should be established in accordance with the Landscape 
Management Masterplan (Appendix 1). During Year 1 the scrub should be watered 
once per week during dry periods and mulch at the base of the scrub should be 
maintained in order to prevent weed establishment. At the end of Year 1 any dead or 
failing plants should be replaced. 

5.5.8 Species within the mixed native and buffer planting areas should be allowed to 
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establish with minimal intervention over the first 5 years, whilst the areas of native 
planting mature and establish. 

5.5.9 After the fifth year, newly planted scrub should be managed in the same way as 
existing scrub. From thereon in newly planted scrub should be managed at five year 
intervals. At these times one third of the total cover of the existing scrub should be 
cleared to develop temporary open areas within this habitat, whilst these coppiced 
scrub specimens re-grow. A particular focus should be placed on the clearance of 
bramble to promote the growth of other component scrub species. Developing and 
established trees should typically be spared from coppicing unless necessary to 
suspend the development of woodland in these areas. Cleared areas of scrub should 
be spread across the site to develop a periodic rotation of management. All scrub 
clearance should take place outside of the main bird nesting period (March-August).  

Remedial measures 

5.5.10 The scrub should be inspected in late summer (August �± September) during Years 1 
and 2 by the landscape management contractor and will be inspected by the ecologist 
as part of their monitoring surveys in Years 1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30. Any dead plants should 
be replaced the subsequent winter, or alternatively (where possible) the amount of 
clearance within the next coppicing phase, will be adjusted to take account of this. 

5.5.11 If newly planted scrub plants are being overgrown by adjacent herb vegetation and this 
herb vegetation is suppressing growth of these woody plants, then mulch will be 
renewed.  

5.5.12 If non-native invasive species are recorded within the scrub by the ecologist during the 
inspections the entire extent of the invasive plants should be removed at the first 
opportunity by mechanical or chemical control by the landscape management 
contractor, or a specialist invasive species removal firm if required.  

5.5.13 The method for removal of non-native plants will be species specific and should be 
dealt with as identified in the Section 5.2.15 of Hedgerow Section. 

5.5.14 If more than 10 % of the area of scrub (total) requires clearance in order to remove 
non-native invasive species, supplemental planting will be undertaken by the 
landscape management contractor during the following winter, or alternatively (where 
possible) the amount of clearance within the next coppicing phase, will be adjusted to 
take account of this.
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6. Management, Maintenance and Monitoring  Work Schedule  
6.1.1 The years during which regular maintenance and management work is required on site are indicated by asterisks in Table 2 below.  

6.1.2 Years when monitoring visits should be undertaken by a suitably qualified ecologist are highlighted in green. Following monitoring the 
management prescriptions in this BEMP should be reviewed and updated to achieve the stated aims. Additional monitoring and revision of 
the management prescriptions in this BEMP should be made as required. 

Table 2. Timing of works  

Habitat 

Regular 
management 

and 
maintenance 

Year Notes 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

E
xi

st
in

g 
he

dg
e

 

Hedge cutting  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Cut one side or 50 % of total hedge each year 
outside of bird nesting season (March to September) 
and ideally in January or February. All arisings will be 
cleared to a designated composting area or 
designated areas of habitat brashings. 

Establishment 
of gap planting *                              

Gap up hedges between November and March 
avoiding very cold or wet weather. 

Watering of gap 
planting * * *                            

New planting shall be watered regularly for the first 
three (3) years during June, July, August and 
September as necessary 

Check of gap 
planting  *                             

Failed plants should be replaced in first winter. Mulch 
should be replenished if necessary. 

Remove stakes 
and guards   *                            

Stakes / guards on gap planted whips should be 
removed as deemed necessary (after 3 years), once 
the hedge plant is suitably established 

N
ew

ly
 p

la
nt

ed
 h

ed
ge

ro
w

s 

Establishment  *                                   

Plant new hedge between November and March 
avoiding very cold or wet weather in accordance with 
Landscape Management Plan 

Watered (during 
dry weather) 
and mulch 
maintenance * *  *                                

Watering should be carried out to ensure proper 
establishment. New planting shall be watered 
regularly for the first three (3) years during June, 
July, August and September as necessary. 
Additional watering of planting might be required 
during periods of drought. 

Check of new 
planting  * * *                           

Failed plants should be replaced in first winter. Mulch 
should be replenished if necessary. 

Remove stakes 
and guards    *                                

Stakes / guards on gap planted whips should be 
removed as deemed necessary (after 3 years), once 
the hedge plant is suitably established 

Hedge trimming  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Cut one side or 50 % of total hedge each year 
outside of bird nesting season (March to September) 
and ideally in January or February. All arisings will be 
cleared to a designated composting area or 
designated areas of habitat brashings. 



 
 

18 
MBE/BAT/2024/090/02 

Habitat 

Regular 
management 

and 
maintenance 

Year Notes 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

E
xi

st
in

g 
tr

ee
s 

Inspection *    *     *     *     *     *     * 

Trees should be inspected once every five years to 
assess their health and the requirement for any 
management works by an arborist or experienced 
landscaping contractor. An appropriately qualified 
operative such as Arboriculturist or Tree Surgeon 
should be consulted prior to undertaking any major 
tree works on-site. 

Tree 
replacement if 
required  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Where existing trees die or require removal then they 
should be replaced during the next planting period 
using specimens of a native species, sourced from a 
UK nursery 

N
ew

ly
 p

la
nt

ed
 tr

ee
s 

Establishment  *                                   

Plant new trees between November and March 
avoiding very cold or wet weather in accordance with 
Landscape Management Plan 

Watered (during 
dry weather) 
and mulch 
maintenance * *  *                                

Watering should be carried out to ensure proper 
establishment. New planting shall be watered 
regularly for the first three (3) years during June, 
July, August and September as necessary. 
Additional watering of planting might be required 
during periods of drought. 

Remove stakes 
and guards    *                                

Stakes / guards on gap planted whips should be 
removed as deemed necessary (after 3 years), once 
the hedge plant is suitably established 

Formative 
pruning * * * * *                          

Formative pruning to be undertaken outside of 
growing season by experienced landscape contractor 

Tree 
replacement if 
required  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Where existing trees die or require removal then they 
should be replaced during the next planting period 
using specimens of a native species, or wildlife 
friendly ornamental species, sourced from a UK 
nursery 

Inspection *    *     *     *     *     *     * 

Trees should be inspected once every five years to 
assess their health and the requirement for any 
management works by an arborist or experienced 
landscaping contractor. An appropriately qualified 
operative such as Arboriculturist or Tree Surgeon 
should be consulted prior to undertaking any major 
tree works on-site. 

E
xi

st
in

g 
gr

as
sl

an
d 

 

Mow areas of 
long grassland 
once or ideally 
twice a year * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1st cut in March-April  with a second cut in late 
July/August. Collect arisings immediately after April 
cut, collect arisings 5 to 7 days  after July/August cut. 
All arisings to be moved offsite or to compost area.  

Weed treatment * * * * *                          
Undesirable weeds are to be spot sprayed or hand-
pulled by the landscape management contractor. 
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Habitat 

Regular 
management 

and 
maintenance 

Year Notes 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

N
ew

ly
 c

re
at

ed
 g

ra
ss

la
nd

 

Establishment *                              

Prescriptions for the seeding of new meadow are 
detailed in the Landscape Management Plan (PWP 
Design Ltd., 2024), with the seed supplier and mix 
specified (Habitat Aid Basic Wildflower Meadow 
Seed Mix). No nutrient is to be added to the area 
where seed is to be sown and soil in the area is to be 
either inverted (the preferred option), or rotavated 
prior to seeding). 

Year 1 cutting *                              

During Year 1 following establishment, the whole 
sward is to be cut back to around 75 mm-100 mm 
every 3 or 4 weeks for the first growing season. 
Arisings are to be collected and removed after each 
cut 

Mow areas of 
long grassland 
once or ideally 
twice a year * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

1st cut in March-April, with second cut in late 
July/August. Collect arisings immediately after April 
cut, collect arisings 5 to 7 days  after July/August cut. 
All arisings to be moved offsite or to compost area.  

Weed treatment * * * * *                          
Undesirable weeds are to be spot sprayed or hand-
pulled by the landscape management contractor. 

E
xi

st
in

g 
sc

ru
b 

Coppicing  *    *     *     *     *     *     * 

One quarter of the existing scrub should be 
coppiced/cut to ground level every five years. A 
particular focus should be placed on the clearance of 
bramble to promote the growth of other component 
scrub species. Developing and established trees 
should typically be spared from coppicing unless 
necessary to suspend the development of woodland 
in these areas. Cleared areas of scrub should be 
spread across the site. All scrub clearance should take 
place outside of the main bird nesting period (March-
August). 

N
ew

ly
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la
nt

ed
 s

cr
ub

 

Establishment  *                                   

Plant new scrub between November and March 
avoiding very cold or wet weather in accordance with 
Landscape Management Plan 

Watered (during 
dry weather) 
and mulch 
maintenance * *  *                                

Watering should be carried out to ensure proper 
establishment. New planting shall be watered 
regularly for the first three (3) years during June, 
July, August and September as necessary. 
Additional watering of planting might be required 
during periods of drought. 

Check of new 
planting  * * *                           

Failed plants should be replaced in first winter. Mulch 
should be replenished if necessary. 

Remove stakes 
and guards    *                                

Stakes / guards on gap planted whips should be 
removed as deemed necessary (after 3 years), once 
the hedge plant is suitably established 
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Habitat 

Regular 
management 

and 
maintenance 

Year Notes 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30  

Coppicing      *     *     *     *     *     * 

One quarter of the newly planted scrub should be 
coppiced/cut to ground level every five years from 
the fifth year. A particular focus should be placed on 
the clearance of bramble to promote the growth of 
other component scrub species. Developing and 
established trees should typically be spared from 
coppicing unless necessary to suspend the 
development of woodland in these areas. Cleared 
areas of scrub should be spread across the site. All 
scrub clearance should take place outside of the 
main bird nesting period (March-August). 
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7. Ecological Monitoring Proposal  

7.1.1 All habitats detailed within this BEMP will be subject to an inspection by a suitably 
qualified ecologist  during Years 1, 3, 5, 10, 20 & 30 of the development. The ecologist 
will undertake the survey of land within the wider curtilage of Woodhead Hall Farm 
during the peak summer growing season (May-July) and will walk all areas of the site. 
Each area of habitat will be inspected to determine whether it meets the habitat 
management aims and objectives set out in this document. If the habitat does not yet 
meet the appropriate aims then a decision will be made whether one of the specified 
redial management measures needs to be instigated and/or whether the BEMP needs 
to be revised.  

7.1.2 The findings of the monitoring survey will be communicated to the client and landscape 
management contractor within one month of the survey visit. These findings will be 
formally written up in a report for submission to the the LPA on, or before, the 1st 
November during each year of monitoring. 

8. References  
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Appendix 1.  Landscape Masterplan  
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Appendix 2. Baseline UK Habitat  Classification  Plan  



REMARKS

"

"

436940

436940

436960

436960

436980

436980

437000

437000

437020

437020

437040

437040

437060

437060

437080

437080

437100

437100

437120

437120

437140

437140

437160

437160

437180

437180

437200

437200

437220

437220

437240

437240

437260

437260

437280

437280

437300

437300

437320

437320

437340

437340

437360

437360

437380

437380

437400

437400

437420

43742040
1

86
0

40
1

86
0

40
1

88
0

40
1

88
0

40
1

90
0

40
1

90
0

40
1

92
0

40
1

92
0

40
1

94
0

40
1

94
0

40
1

96
0

40
1

96
0

40
1

98
0

40
1

98
0

40
2

00
0

40
2

00
0

40
2

02
0

40
2

02
0

40
2

04
0

40
2

04
0

40
2

06
0

40
2

06
0

40
2

08
0

40
2

08
0

40
2

10
0

40
2

10
0

40
2

12
0

40
2

12
0

40
2

14
0

40
2

14
0

40
2

16
0

40
2

16
0

40
2

18
0

40
2

18
0

40
2

20
0

40
2

20
0

40
2

22
0

40
2

22
0

40
2

24
0

40
2

24
0

40
2

26
0

40
2

26
0

40
2

28
0

40
2

28
0

40
2

30
0

40
2

30
0

¯ 0 20 4010

Metres

DRAWING NUMBER:

DRAWING TITLE

PROJECT TITLE

Figure 1. UK Habitat Survey Plan

Source:
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reserved. License Number 100049837.

VER DATE Drawn Checked

UKHab1.0 20/11/24 MP RB

1:1,650SCALE PLOT SIZE DATUMA3 OSGB BNGPROJECTION

MIDDLETONBELLECOLOGY/WoodheadHallFarm/UKHab

WOODHEAD HALL FARM

Survey Information

33 Wilthorpe Road, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 1JA
www.middletonbellecology.co.uk

T: 01226 286282

Middleton Bell Ecology

Site boundary  (18,149.1m2)

UK Habitat Survey (Primary Habitats)

c1 - Arable and horticulture (1,008.7m2)

g4 - Modified grassland (7,341.5m2)

h3 - Dense scrub (1,900.3m2)

u1b - Developed land; sealed surface (5,759.0m2)

u1b5 - Building (902.7m2)

u1c - Artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface (1,236.9m2)

"

" h2a - Native hedgerow (631.4m)

u1e - Built linear features (97.3m)

32 - Scattered tree (38)
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Appendix 3. Proposed UK Habitat Classification Plan  
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Figure 2. Proposed Habitat Plan

Source:
Ordnance Survey © Crown copyright 2025, All rights
reserved. License Number 100049837.
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Proposed2.1 25/02/25 MP RB

1:1,650SCALE PLOT SIZE DATUMA3 OSGB BNGPROJECTION

MIDDLETONBELLECOLOGY/WoodheadHallFarm/Proposed

WOODHEAD HALL FARM

Survey Information

33 Wilthorpe Road, Barnsley, South Yorkshire, S75 1JA
www.middletonbellecology.co.uk

T: 01226 286282

Middleton Bell Ecology

Site boundary (18,149.1m2)

UK Habitat Survey (Primary Habitats)

g3c - Other neutral grassland, retained/enhanced (1,750.6m2)

g3c - Other neutral grassland, newly created (3,302.7m2)

h3 - Dense scrub, retained (1,069.7m2)

h3 - Dense scrub, newly created (1,140.8m2)

u1b - Developed land; sealed surface (4,665.5m2)

u1b5 - Building (1,156.3m2)

u1c - Artificial unvegetated, unsealed surface (1,236.9m2)

828 - Vegetated garden (3,826.6m2)

h2a - Native hedgerow, retained (631.4m)

Mixed native hedgerow, newly created (135.4m)

32 - Scattered tree, retained (36)

Proposed native tree (24)

Proposed feature tree (8)



MBE/BAT/2024/090/02 

Appendix 4. Headline Results Table From The Statutory Biodiversity 
Metric  
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Appendix 5. Curtilage and Ownership Boundary Plan  
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