Penistone Grammar School, Huddersfield Road, Penistone – Civil Engineering Works Scheme Summary
The planning condition for the Penistone Extension states:

‘Prior to occupation detailed arrangements, including highway improvement works, which secure: 

· Improvements to pedestrian crossing safety on Huddersfield Road 

· Measures to be agreed to prevent on-street parking on Huddersfield Road 

shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. The works shall be completed in accordance with the approved details and a timetable to be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. ‘

Reason: In the interests of highway safety and the free flow of traffic in accordance with Core Strategy policy CSP 26. 

Introduction

Penistone Grammar School moved to its current site on Huddersfield Road in 2011, it has an enrolment of 1,696 pupils aged between 11 and 18. The school is located approximately 700m to the north of Penistone town centre. There is an entrance to the school for pedestrians and cyclists from Huddersfield Road, the planning condition relates to improvements associated with this entrance. 
A conference call was held on 22nd April to discuss the planning condition relating to safe pupil access to the school. The key points from the discussion are as follows:

1. The requirement to provide improvements to pedestrian crossing safety does not mean there is a need for a controlled crossing.

2. The footways and areas adjacent to Huddersfield Road are narrow and include private land which would be costly to purchase. It is unlikely that the footpath(s) on Huddersfield Road could be widened.
3. Some landowners may be open to sale but the fuel tanks are located underneath the garage forecourt at the bottom of Huddersfield Road which would impact on use of land there.

4. A scheme is being progressed for improvements to the A628 including widening the footpath over Bridgend and in front of the petrol station and also installing an island near the undertakers. Value of works is £1.4m from regional funding and likely to be constructed during 2020.

5. Consideration is to be given to more localised ‘soft’ measures near to the school to meet the planning conditions, with a link to the A628 works (budgets to be kept separate).  These measures will cost significantly less, amount still to be confirmed.

Following the call the Traffic Team were tasked with producing a scheme to address the planning requirements. 
Site Observations

A site visit was undertaken in May 2020 and the following points were noted:
1. The existing footway on the school side of Huddersfield Road is narrow over a section approximately 50m long, between the school and the town. Widening the footway is not practical as it would require land-take from adjacent frontagers and their boundary walls would have to be rebuilt. See photos 5, 8 and 9.

2. It is not practical to widen the road on the opposite side to the school as there is a significant level difference between the road and the adjacent land. See photo 10.

3. There is a 90m gap in the single yellow line waiting restriction on the school side of Huddersfield Road, from the school entrance to the A628 junction. The yellow line has a no waiting restriction which applies between 8am and 6pm Monday to Friday. See photo 3.
4. The entrance to the school for pedestrians / cyclists has School Keep Clear markings and an area of red surfacing to highlight it. The keep clear markings are supplemented with time plates, indicating that they apply between 8am and 5pm Monday to Friday. See photos 4 and 5.
5. There is a 750mm School warning sign on the southbound approach to the school entrance, which is mounted on a yellow backing board. No flashing amber lights are currently present with this sign. See photo 11.

6. There is a 750mm School warning sign on the northbound approach to the school entrance, which is mounted on a yellow backing board. Flashing amber lights are currently present with this sign. See photo 6.

The site photos are included in Appendix A at the end of this report.

Other observations

There are no recorded injury accidents in the vicinity of the school pedestrian entrance in the last 10 years.
Discussion of Issues

In developing the recommendations the Traffic Team have considered the site conditions and the requirements of the planning condition. It is noted that the proposed improvements are required as for planning, not to address a specific safety concern. 

Widening of the footway is not practical due to site constraints – it would be disproportionately expensive to widen the road on either side due to availability of adjacent land and high construction costs. 
The introduction of an advisory 20mph speed limit between the school entrance and the A628 was considered but has not been progressed. Local knowledge indicates that Huddersfield Road is slow moving during these times due to the volume of traffic and, without enforcement, the limit is likely to be ignored by inconsiderate drivers. 
Given the constraints of the site and the nature of the problem the recommended improvements have been suggested as a ‘do minimum’ approach, which will both address the requirements of the planning condition and improve road safety for all road users.

Recommendations

The following measures are recommended:

1. Provide additional LED School warning signs, in addition to the existing signs. The LED signs would only be illuminated at school start and finish times and would include flashing amber beacons.
2. Extend the existing single yellow line waiting restriction on the eastern side of Huddersfield Road so that there is a continuous restriction. This would address the requirement to prevent parking in the vicinity of the school entrance.

Appendix A – Site Photographs
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Photo 1 – A628 Barnsley Road / Huddersfield Road junction
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Photo 2 – Direction sign on A628 westbound approach to junction
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Photo 3 – Huddersfield Road from King’s Court
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Photo 4 – Pedestrian entrance to the school
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Photo 5 – East side of Huddersfield Road by school entrance

[image: image6.jpg]



Photo 6 – School warning sign on eastern side of Huddersfield Road
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Photo 7 - Direction sign on eastbound approach to junction
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Photo 8 – section of narrow footway on eastern side of Huddersfield Road
[image: image9.jpg]



Photo 9 – narrow footway on eastern side of Huddersfield Road
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Photo 10 – retaining wall and level difference on western side of Huddersfield Road
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Photo 11 – School warning sign on western side of Huddersfield Road
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Photo 12 – Western side of Huddersfield Road at school entrance

