Salem (Barnsley) Wesleyan Reform Church

(Registered Charity, number 1131222)

Introduction and Background

1. Salem Wesleyan Reform Church is situated at Blucher Street in the centre of Barnsley, South Yorkshire. The main building with its primary entrance on Blucher Street comprises the sanctuary, built of coursed natural stone. It has a conventional pitched roof, with the ridge at right angles to Blucher Street. The roof structure, covering and internal ceiling have been replaced recently. The sanctuary has a large balcony area that surrounds its rear and both side elevations. The pulpit is raised and central, in keeping with the magnificent mid 19th century architecture of the building. There is a secondary ‘school room’ at the rear of the sanctuary, being brick built, with separate internally linked buildings providing a rear access corridor and a side extension incorporating toilets and a ‘crash bar’ exit. There are a number of first floor rooms. The front part of the premises, comprising the main entrance, sanctuary and organ loft, is understood to be Grade 2 listed, but clarification is sought on whether ‘listing’ applies to the whole building. The premises are connected to the usual main services, namely electricity, drainage and water. There is an external oil tank supplying an oil-fired space heating boiler in a basement boiler room.

2. The building is used for public worship on Sunday, with services at 1030 and 1800 hours. There are a number of mid-week activities that utilise the premises, chiefly the schoolroom area at the rear. These activities involve organisations for young people, namely Scouts, Beaver Scouts, Guides, Brownies and Rainbows. The premises are used on a fortnightly basis by the Barnsley Rotary Choir and on a regular basis by the Saint George’s Society and the Barnsley Free Church Council. 

3. The officers and members of Salem have a commitment to making their premises available for community use in an area denuded of community meeting facilities. Salem has dedicated and committed members and a strong Leadership Team. Salem does not look only to its past, but is determined to provide premises of quality and substance that will be used extensively by groups and individuals within Barnsley town centre. 

     Salem has historical links too, and contains a plaque to the memory of Dr  

     James Hudson Taylor, a ‘famous son’ of Barnsley with connections to 

     Salem. He founded the China Inland Mission in the 19th Century. 

Works Completed and Committed

4. The works carried out recently to maintain the Salem premises, plus those committed for completion in Spring 2011 are described below: -

· Sanctuary Works, completed in 2008: These works involved the re-roofing of the entire sanctuary, organ loft and entrance area, all of which relates to the Grade 2 listed structure. The roof timbers were replaced and the complete ceiling renewed. Repairs were also carried out to the pipe organ, which is classed as part of the fixtures and the electrical installation was renewed. The total cost amounted to £41,211.24, with a VAT reclaim of £5,344.19. 

· Schoolroom wall repairs and re-pointing, carried out in early 2010: The exterior wall of the schoolroom, abutting the Westway highway, had major areas where the pointing was non existent, following the demolition of an adjoining building when Westway was built some time earlier. Drugs paraphernalia were being ‘stored’ by miscreants in holes made in this wall, hence the repairs carried a degree of ‘social benefit’. The cost was £1,000 inclusive of VAT. 

· Other Sanctuary and Security Works, completed in 2010: These works included replacement of part of the sanctuary floor, emergency lighting and the fencing of the side area adjoining Castlereaigh Street. This latter work was carried out after the local community policing team gave advice. The primary reason was persons (mainly young men) using this sheltered area for drug and solvent misuse. Drugs ‘paraphernalia’, especially needles, were being cleared regularly from this area. The direct costs met by Salem amounted to £970, but a degree of ‘free labour’ was involved. 
· Re-roofing of part of the schoolroom, completed in late 2010, amounting to £5,175 inclusive of VAT. 
· Modifications to the oil fired heating system committed in early 2011, amounting to £2,350 inclusive of VAT.
Sustainability

5. The costs of the works described above amount to £50,706. This expenditure has placed a massive strain on Salem’s elderly membership of nineteen persons, where Sunday congregations are upwards of twelve persons. The emphasis has been on essential repairs to preserve the integrity of the building and deal with serious security matters. The Salem members can no longer sustain this level of investment. The members wish to replace the thirteen windows in the sanctuary area, but simply cannot afford the refurbishment of the existing units or their ‘like for like’ replacement. The members are seeking two things from Barnsley MBC: - 

· Consent to the replacement of these thirteen sanctuary windows by PVCu units that are a close visual match to the existing windows. 

· Written confirmation that Barnsley MBC sees the whole building as Grade 2 listed, rather than the sanctuary area alone, in view of the fact that there is no physical separation between the parts of the building. The Salem officers will then be well placed to seek re-imbursement of VAT on works carried out to the schoolroom area, described in paragraph 4 above.

Governance Matters

6. The ownership of Salem, in common with all other Wesleyan Reform Churches, rests with local trustees. Nonetheless Salem is settled on the Wesleyan Reform Union’s (WRU) ‘Reference Deed’. This deed stipulates that any church that cannot continue to operate under local control shall be offered to the Wesleyan Reform Union of Churches nationally. The WRU policy is to decline such offers, in which case the ‘Reference Deed’ requires a redundant church to be prepared for disposal under the provisions of sections 36 to 40 of the Charities Act 1993. Appropriate advice on marketing and disposal would be sought from a professional surveyor who satisfies the requirements of the Charities Act 1993 and Section 36 of the Charities (Qualified Surveyors Reports) Regulations, SI 1992/2980. It is virtually certain that the recommendation of the surveyor in respect of Salem would be to present the Salem premises for sale by public auction subject to its existing use. Consequently the property would be sold to the highest bidder on the day.

7. It can be seen from the statement set out above that if the Salem members consider that their work is unsustainable, or simply cannot fund essential works to the church, they can direct the trustees to withdraw from the premises. The property (with its deeds) would be handed formally to the WRU nationally whereupon the responsibilities of both the Salem members and trustees cease. Disposal in the manner described above would follow automatically.
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