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Section 73 Application to Amend Condition 3 of Application 2009/0572 to Extend the Operational Life of 
Spicer Hill Wind Farm 
 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

We write on behalf of the Applicant (Spicer Hill Wind Farm Ltd) to seek a variation to Condition 3 attached to 
planning consent 2009/0572 for Spicer Hill Wind Farm as illustrated on Figure 1. 

The current wording of the condition restricts the operational life to 25 years from the date of commissioning; 
however, we respectfully request that this be amended to allow for a 40 year operational life of the wind farm. 

Justification for the Proposed Amendment 
Wind energy generation provides an essential and immediate contribution to mitigating the effects of climate 
change. It is known that wind turbines are able to operate effectively for longer periods than was previously 
expected, as such, the proposed extension to operational life of the wind farm would ensure that the productive 
use of the site is maximised and is able to continue to produce energy and contribute to targets. 

Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council declared a climate change emergency in 2019, adopting 2040 target for 
council operations to be net zero and to support the wider borough to be net zero by 2045. Maximising renewable 
energy generation from existing sites is an essential component in being able to meet such targets, as it ensures 
that a wind energy generation site with proven viability, can continue to produce clean energy for a longer period 
of time, with no additional environmental impacts. 

Importantly, the proposed amendment would not alter, the description of the development, the application 
boundary, the physical characteristics of the existing development, layout, operational parameters, or approved 
mitigation measures. The development would continue to operate in accordance with all other planning 
conditions and environmental protections attached to the consent.  

With the regular maintenance, wind turbines are known to be able to operate effectively for an extended lifespan, 
as such, operational life extensions in the vicinity of 40 years and beyond are becoming increasingly common 
within the UK renewable energy sector and are consistent with evolving industry standards and policy support for 
maximising renewable energy generation from existing sites. 

Such support is noted through the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) Policy under Paragraph 168 (c) 
where it states: 
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