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1.0   INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 This Statement of Community Involvement is submitted on behalf of Aldi 

Stores Ltd in support of a planning application for the demolition of an 

existing residential dwelling (Use Class C3) and the erection of an Aldi 

foodstore (Use Class A1), with car parking, landscaping and associated 

works at land North of Barnsley Road, Cudworth. The proposed store will 

have a net floorspace of 990sqm and is designed to serve a distinct local 

catchment. 

 

1.2 It is considered that the introduction of a new discount foodstore to 

Cudworth will provide choice and competition within the convenience 

shopping market. 

 
1.3 It is also considered that the provision of a discount foodstore in the area 

will also strengthen the towns overall function within its wider catchment 

and deliver sustainable economic growth – in line with the NPPF. 

 

1.4 The scheme will deliver significant investment into the local economy and 

deliver approximately 30 new job opportunities within Cudworth, 

addressing social exclusion.  

 
1.5 Aldi is committed to consulting local stakeholders and the local community 

about its planning applications. As a result, Aldi has a strong track record 

in consulting and communicating with members of the local community, 

community groups, local councillors and other relevant third party 

stakeholders. 

 
1.6 This statement has been produced with the aim of clearly and concisely 

highlighting the community consultation undertaken by Aldi in respect of 

its new proposal for the site. 

 
1.7 This document will provide a chronological account of the consultation 

activity which has been undertaken within the pre-application stages of 
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the planning application. In addition, it details the activities which Aldi 

proposes to undertake post application. 

 

1.8 To assist with community consultation and communication, Aldi have 

appointed Planning Potential Ltd to deal with consulting local residents.  

 
1.9 All feedback received is accounted for and represented within this 

document. 
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2.0  BACKGROUND 

 

Proposal site 

 

2.1 The site is located within Cudworth town centre. The application site 

occupies a prominent location which is highly visible to those travelling 

into Cudworth district centre. The site is identified as a ‘development 

opportunity’ within the Council’s Smaller Centre Study Report (2010) to 

accommodate future retail development. The centre supports a number of 

small convenience and comparison retailers, situated in a linear form 

along Barnsley Road which will benefit from spin-off trade once the store 

is open. At present, the site appears under-utilised in terms of built 

development when viewed from Barnsley Road, and also suffers from a 

generally poor quality environment, with much of the land over-grown and 

in need of maintenance. 

 Proposal 

 

2.2 The proposed Aldi food store will have 990 sqm of sales floor space. The 

store is contemporary, featuring high quality glazing and buff brickwork to 

give a clean, crisp look to the building whilst blending with the local 

environment. A total of 77 car parking spaces will be provided for the 

foodstore adjacent to the store. This will include 5 disabled spaces, 7 

parent / toddler spaces and 4 staff parking spaces.  The application will 

also include associated landscaping and respectful lighting of public areas. 

 

2.3   Overall, the redevelopment proposal will provide a modern foodstore which 

will provide choice and competition within the market place, and enhance 

Cudworth’s retail offer.  

 

 

 

 

 



6 
 

 Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)  

 

2.4   Barnsley Borough Council’s SCI was formally adopted in September 2006. 

The document encourages applicants to undertake pre-application 

discussions and initiate consultation with the local community. The 

relevant section is shown below in Appendix 1.  
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3.0   PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION 

 

3.1 In line with Barnsley Council’s ‘Statement of Community Involvement’, 

prior to submitting the formal planning application for the site, Aldi 

undertook a detailed programme of community consultation as outlined in 

the following documentation. 

 

Planning meetings 19th June 2012, 17th May 2013 and 30th May 

2013 

 

3.2    Pre-application meetings were held between the Aldi development team 

and  Officers at Barnsley Council on 20 November 2012 and 17th May 

2013. 

3.3 At the initial pre-application meeting, the principal of retail development 

on the town centre site was discussed. It was agreed that the site was in a 

sequentially preferable location and it was agreed that the panning history 

of the site should be examined further. 

3.4 A formal pre-application was held on 17th May 2013 attended by design 

and policy officers in addition to the case officer. At this meeting it was 

agreed that the principles of retail development on this brownfield were 

acceptable and that the details were to be agreed. 

3.5 Design in particular was discussed in detail, it was requested that the 

positioning of the building be examined against the Councils design guide 

and materials be re-examined. 

3.6 Following this meeting the design rationale was re-examined. The building 

was moved and heights at the rear of the store were lowered. This 

ensures that the amenity of the adjacent occupiers will be protected. 

Materials were changed to reflect the local context. 

3.7 On 30th May, an on site meeting was held. Neighbouring boundaries were 

examined and it was demonstrated that the proposals comply with the 

Council’s amenity guidelines. 
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 Stakeholders  

 

3.8   A meeting with Ward Councillors was held with Councillors Houghton and 

Hayward. Planning officer Matthew Smith was also in attendance. 

Councillors asked questions about impact on local shops, impact on trees, 

jobs, highways, landscaping, residential amenity and construction 

management.  All matters were fully discussed and it was agreed that the 

principles of the proposals were acceptable. All these matters are fully 

addressed in the planning submission. 

 

  Community Consultation  

 

3.9    A newsletter/ invite with response card was posted to 850 addresses prior 

to the public consultation as well as the Ward Councillors.  A map of the 

distribution area is shown in Appendix 2. The purpose of the postal 

consultation was to interact with the local residents, offering them the 

opportunity to learn more about Aldi and invite them to the public 

consultation, or provide a response via reply cards if they could not attend 

the public consultation. Immediate neighbours were sent a letter with an 

offer to meet directly if preferred.  

 

3.10   The newsletter included details about the proposals including a map and a 

computer generated image of the proposed site. It also provided 

information about Aldi in general and how the new store would fit into the 

area. A copy of the newsletter is shown in Appendix 3.  

 

3.12 The postage paid feedback card allowed local residents to say whether 

they supported the proposals and to provide comments, a copy of this is 

shown in Appendix 4. Details of the responses received are given below 

in section 3.21.  

 

   Community Consultation Event 24 April 2013 

 

3.13   A public exhibition displaying the proposals was held on Wednesday 24th 

April between 3.00pm and 7.00pm. The exhibition was held at Dorothy 
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Hyman Sports Centre, Syndale Road, Cudworth. 48 people attended, 

details of which are provided below.  

 

Exhibition display 

 

3.14 The exhibition displayed details about the development proposal, which 

included information about: 

 The Aldi brand and offering; 

 The current use of site, site plan and images of existing site; 

 The proposal and layout; 

 Design and landscaping; 

 Form and scale; and 

 Next steps and information of the projects free-phone 

information line and email address. 

 

3.15    Copies of the exhibition display boards are shown in Appendix 5. 

 

3.16 The following materials were also available: 

 Copies of the display boards; 

 Examples of typical Aldi products; 

 Feedback forms; 

 A visitor’s book, for registering interest and a desire to receive 

further information; and 

 Freepost envelopes for the feedback forms. 

 

3.17  The exhibition also provided: 

 A ballot box to deposit completed feedback forms; 

 An A3 copy of the consultation area; 

 A3 copies of plans which illustrated details about the proposed 

development; 

 Pens and pads of paper; 

 Direction signs to lead attendees into the venue; and 

 An opportunity to request further information. 
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3.18  Feedback forms could either be filled in at the venue or posted back by 

using the supplied postage paid envelopes. These were then collated and 

the feedback analysed. A copy of the feedback form is included within 

Appendix 6. 

 

3.19 Representatives of the Aldi project team were on hand to answer 

questions throughout the exhibition including Aldi’s property director, the 

architect, planner, and highways consultant.  

 

 

 

 

Post-paid and 0800 comment facility 

 

3.20 During the consultation access to a telephone enquiry line was offered to 

those who wished to find out more about the proposals or register their 

comments via telephone. 

 

3.21 This telephone enquiry line was manned between the hours of 8.30am to 

5.30pm with a message facility out of hours. 

 

3.22 The telephone number was 0800 978 8968.  

 

3.23   Information was given to callers where possible and if questions were of a 

technical nature they were passed on to relevant people within the team 

for comment. 

 

3.24 A post paid envelope was available to all attendees of the public 

exhibitions, so no postage had to be paid when commenting on the 

proposals away from the venue. 

 

Review of comments/response to public consultation  
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3.25 Responses received up to 24th May 2013 (including postal and email 

responses)1. 

 

Number and type of responses received 

 

Total no. of 

responses 

Supporters Objectors Neither support 

nor object 

128 117 8 3 

 

 

 

 

Breakdown of responses 

 

Total no. 

of 

responses 

Supporters 

with 

positive 

comments 

Support 

with 

reservations 

Support 

no 

comment 

Objectors Neither 

support 

nor 

object 

128 92 (72%) 3 (2%) 22 (17%) 

 

8 (6%) 3 (2%) 

 

How responses were received 

 

Forms filled at 

exhibition 

By post By email  By 

Telephone 

22 (17%) 

 

103 (81%) 3 (2%) - 

 

         Overview of responses 

 

3.26  Overall, there has been a positive response to the proposed development 

at Barnsley Road. From the 128 responses received 117 (91%) supported 

the proposals with only 6 percent of respondents objecting. 

                                                 
1
 Due to rounding percentages may not total 100. 
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3.27  Of the 117 supporters, 72% (92 respondents) provided positive 

comments. However, 17% of the respondents indicated they were 

supporters but did not add a comment and 3% of respondents were 

supporters but had some reservations. 

 

3.28 Six percent of respondents objected to the proposals, the reasons are 

detailed in section 3.25 below. 

 

3.29 The majority of replies (81%) were received by post following the initial 

consultation, 17% percent were returned at the public exhibition and 2% 

of comments were made by either telephone call or email. 

 

 Public exhibition  

 

3.30 A total of 48 individuals attended the drop-in session which took place 

over a four hour period at the Dorothy Hyman Sports Centre, Syndale 

Road, Cudworth on Wednesday 24th April 2013. This ran from 3pm to 

7pm. 

 

 Comments Received – Postal and Exhibition  

 

        Support with positive comment 

 

Comment 

 

Number 

Choice / Competition (in particular Co-op) 23 

Convenience 13 

General positive comment 9 

Good Value for Money 9 

Good for Cudworth 8 

Local jobs 8 

Already travel to an Aldi 8 

Improve existing site 7 
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Aldi have a good reputation 7 

Total 92 

 

 

        Selected positive comments 

 

Comment 

 

Location 

“Aldi would be an excellent supermarket for 
Cudworth. Especially if it is going to provide 

employment for some local people. The one we 
already have is too expensive” 
 

Barnsley Road 

 

“Good, will bring a cheaper store to Cudworth, 
create jobs, bring more people into the village. 
Good use of site and lots of parking spaces” 

East View 

“Excellent idea, what Cudworth needs a cheaper 
supermarket. Currently travel to shop, this will 

save money on fuel and is good for the elderly. 
Better competition, more variety. More jobs for 

local people. Nicer view” 
 

Saxon Street 

“Have to travel to Stairfoot to be able to afford 

good food on my small budget, costs £10 in taxi 
but is still cheaper than doing shopping in 

Cudworth, you just can't beat Aldi for value for 
money” 

Snydale Road 

 

Support with reservation 

 

Comment 

 

Number 

Traffic 2 

Effect on Fultons Foods 1 

Total 3 
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Selected reservation comments 

 

Comment 

 

Location 

“Generally happy would've liked a 
right turn into access to prevent 

congestion. Free car parking. 
Improvement to site. Welcomed.” 
 

West View 

 

Objections 

Comment 

 

Number 

Local Shops 4 

Traffic 2 

Light 1 

Not Needed 1 

Total 8 

 

3.30 A full Transport Assessment has been submitted with the planning 

application that addresses highways and accessibility issues. In terms of 

local shops, this matter has been explored within the planning statement 

which demonstrates that the introduction will have a positive effect on the 

centre as a whole. 

 

3.31 Following the public exhibition, an article was printed in the “We are 

Barnsley” newspaper (attached at Appendix 7), the article has received 

55 ‘likes’ on facebook. 
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4.0 CHANGES TO PROPOSALS FOLLOWING CONSULTATION 

 

4.1 During the consultation process, changes were made to the scheme, as 

described above. In addition, at the request of local residents, the 

potential to link the footpath to the rear of the site was explored. In 

consultation with Officer, it was decided that this was not a feasible option 

in terms of safety and general management.  
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5.0    POST APPLICATION CONSULTATION 

 

5.1 Given the interest displayed by residents and stakeholders in the 

proposals, Aldi will seek to ensure that information continually flows 

through existing channels to interested parties.  

 

5.2 When the application has been submitted, ward Councillors will be 

informed and a copy of this SCI will be sent by email for information 

purposes.  

 

5.3 A further meeting will be offered to immediate residents post submission.  

 

5.4 The project’s dedicated freephone information line number and email 

address will be available throughout the course of the planning process for 

those that require further information or to discuss the proposals in more 

detail. 
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Appendix 1: 

 Barnsley Council’s Statement of Community Involvement  

(Relevant Section – Pages 47 to 49) 
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 Consultation area map 
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Copy of newsletter  
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 Appendix 4:  

Copy of reply card 
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Appendix 5:  

Copy of display boards shown at public exhibition 
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Feedback  
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Appendix 7:  

Press Article 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


