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Dearne Valley
The Dearne Valley is recognised for its importance to breeding, passage and wintering wading birds as well as other important biodiversity.  

The development
The proposed development will lead to the loss of 6.12 ha of semi-natural grassland habitat, several pairs of ground-nesting birds (approx. 12 pairs lapwing, 3 pairs ringed plover, 2 pairs redshank, 1 pair little ringed plover and 3 pairs skylark), plus harm to brown hare, common toad, small heath butterfly, dingy skipper butterfly, cinnabar moth, latticed heath moth and shaded broad-bar moth populations.

Mitigation within the applicant’s site
Barnsley MBC has asked for ecology mitigation within the applicant’s land holding and this will be provided by the creation of a wildlife pond.  

Project Partners
The Council has indicated that off-site compensation measures should be within proximity of the development site.  The applicant proposes three off-site compensation projects, delivered by two established, nature conservation, non-government organisations. 

These comprise of two sites on land owned by the Land Trust and managed on their behalf by the Conservation Volunteers - Cudworth Common (adjacent to the development site) and New Park Springs (0.8 km from the development site).  The third site is Broomhill Flash owned by the Garganey Trust, which at 6.2 km south of the applicant’s site and is assessed as being close in terms of wading bird movements.  

Project aims
Cudworth Common and New Park Springs projects deliver habitat and breeding bird management measures.  Broomhill Flash project delivers a breeding bird management measure.  Details are provided in Table 1.


Table 1
	Organisation + contact
	Project
	Cost (£)

	
	
	

	the Land Trust

	New Park Springs
Habitat uplift by returning scrub & rough grassland to bare ground. 
Approx. area = 1.0 ha (estimated)
Benefitting species: lapwing, skylark, meadow pipit

Habitat uplift of rough grassland to wet flushes.  Approx. area = 1.0 ha (estimated)
Benefitting species: lapwing, redshank

Cudworth Common
Habitat uplift of rough grassland to semi-improved grassland (fenced & grazed).
Area = 2.4 ha.
Benefitting species: lapwing

Habitat uplift by returning scrub to wet grassland (fenced & grazed).
Area = 2.6 ha.
Benefitting species: redshank, snipe

Habitat uplift of rough grassland & scrub to bare ground (fenced & grazed).
Area = 0.7 ha.
Benefitting species: lapwing, little ringed plover

	35,520

	Garganey Trust

	Predator fencing - Broomhill Flash, Chirl Hill and The Fleet.  
Area = the fencing project covers two areas, 19.8 ha and 15.5 ha extension (totalling 35.3 ha).  
Benefitting species: lapwing, redshank, ringed plover, little ringed plover

	tbc




Evaluation of projects

Defra Biodiversity Metric
The Council has asked for the Defra Biodiversity Metric 2.0 to be used to calculate change in biodiversity.  The submitted revised Biodiversity Metric (version 6 dated 27/11/2020) calculates a biodiversity change of -54.88 biodiversity units (95.88% loss).  

The following limitations should be noted regarding the use of the Biodiversity Metric:
· Natural England links the Biodiversity Metric to a habitat trading system, however, there is no system currently in place in the borough.  
· The Biodiversity Metric is an indicator of biodiversity but is habitat based (species are factored in to habitat quality).  This system does not recognise the importance of waders in the Dearne Valley.  The improvement of habitats for breeding waders requires the downgrading of habitat (e.g., breeding ringed plover habitat requires grassland to be modified to bare ground) and the Biodiversity Metric does not allow this. 

The Land Trust projects deliver 22.23 biodiversity units, which reduces the overall biodiversity change to -32.65 biodiversity units (57.01% loss).  The value of the projects for breeding waders and skylark cannot be assessed using the Biodiversity Metric.

Habitat
The Land Trust projects compensate for the loss of 6.12 ha of grassland with the enhancement of 6.7 ha of grassland to more valuable grassland and wet grassland types.  This provides ‘habitat uplift’.

Breeding waders
The Land Trust projects improve the Dearne Valley NIA for breeding waders and skylark by enhancing 7.7 ha of habitat for target bird species.  The Garganey Trust project improves the Dearne Valley NIA for breeding waders by enhancing 35.3 ha of habitat for target bird species.  In addition, predator-proof fencing, stock-proof fencing and cut hawthorn barriers will reduce recreational disturbance and provide protection from ground predators creating similar protection to the applicant’s site.

Other species
In addition to enhancing habitat and supporting wading birds, 7.7 ha will also benefit breeding skylarks, brown hare, common toad, butterflies and moths, compensating for the loss of these.

Conclusion
These three projects contribute to the importance of the Dearne Valley NIA for breeding, passage and wintering wading birds by delivering high quality habitat for waders, which will compensate the wader losses and enhance wader populations over time.  They also compensate for the loss of skylark and other species at the applicant’s site.  Two of the projects will provide higher quality grassland habitat types to compensate for the loss of grassland on the applicant’s site, and these are in close proximity to the proposed development. 

As discussed above, the Biodiversity Metric cannot be used as the sole measure of biodiversity change, and it is anticipated that when project delivery is complete, there will be ‘no net loss’ of biodiversity for this application. 

Red – exact hectarage to be confirmed by the Land Trust.
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