
 

 

 

ROUGHBIRCHWORTH LANE, OXSPRING. 

 

OS REF:   SE 27162-02085. 

 

BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT 

MANAGEMENT PLAN. 
 

 

 

Ref No:   210543/BEP.    

 

Date:    20th December 2022. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Cliff Edge, Cliff Road, Darfield, Barnsley, S73 9HR. 

Tel. 01226 753271. Fax. 01226 270993. 

info@whitcher-wildlife.co.uk   www.whitcher-wildlife.co.uk 
Company No. 4401613. 

Whitcher Wildlife Ltd. 

Ecological Consultants.  



 2 

TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

__________________________________________________ 
         Page Number 
 

1. INTRODUCTION.        3 

 

2. BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT MANAGEMENT.   4 

 

3. RESPONSIBILITY.        7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

1. INTRODUCTION. 

 

1.1. Planning consent number 2020/1387 has been granted for the construction of 

seven new dwellings on the Roughbirchworth Lane residential development area. 

 

1.2. Planning condition number 6 states: - 

 

Prior to commencement of development Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan 

(BEMP) detailing the long-term management of the ecological mitigation in the 

approved Biodiversity Net Gain Assessment (Ref: SF3339 Dated June 2022) and the 

accompanying Biodiversity Metric 3.0 and Landscape Masterplan (ref:  

3HO/0XSO/001 Rev E) shall be submitted to and approved in writing by the Local 

Planning Authority. The development shall be implemented and managed in 

accordance with the approved details. 

 

1.3. This document is designed to satisfy that planning condition. 

 

******************** 
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2. BIODIVERSITY ENHANCEMENT MANAGEMENT. 

 

2.1. The landscape masterplan, 3HO/0XSO/001 Rev E, is shown in Appendix I of this 

document. 

 

2.2. Smeeden Foreman also prepared document SF3339, the Biodiversity Nett Gain 

Assessment in June 2022. 

 

2.3. Table 4 of that document outlines the habitats on site post development. This is 

reproduced below. 

 

 

 

2.4. The area habitats on the site that require long term management are 0.14ha of 

other neutral grassland, 0.01ha of mixed scrub and nineteen new trees. In addition, 

there is linear habitat in the form of a 0.27km long line of trees that is to be retained, 

this is the line of trees along the river.  

 

2.5. Line of Trees. 

 

The line of trees along the river will be retained and management of this habitat will 

concentrate on ensuring that the condition of the trees is not compromised as a result 

of the proposed development. This will involve monitoring the trees annually, 

undertaking a repeat condition assessment and recording any negative impacts on the 

trees as a result of the new development, such as damage caused by people accessing 

the area. Any damage or negative impacts will be reported so that they can be 

rectified and so that preventative measures can be installed to prevent the damage 

from re-occurring.   
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2.6. Developed Land. 

 

This habitat comprises all areas of hard landscaping and buildings on the site and will 

not contribute any biodiversity units to the site therefore there is no requirement for a 

management plan for this habitat. 

 

2.7. Vegetated Garden. 

 

2.7.1. No condition assessment is required for vegetated garden habitat as it is fixed at 

‘Poor’ and no management plan is required.  

 

2.7.2. During the development phase the front gardens will be turfed with a standard 

garden lawn turf. The rear gardens will only be turfed at the request of the new buyers 

who will have to pay for those works. Otherwise, the rear gardens will be left bare for 

the new buyers to landscape the garden as they please.  

 

2.7.3. There will be no control over the future maintenance of the garden habitats 

once the properties are sold, and although there is a possibility that some homeowners 

may remove the soft landscaping features, there is also high probability of some 

homeowners planting their own shrubs and plants as well as install features to attract 

wildlife species such as birds and insects, which will enhance the value of the garden 

habitat. Overall, it is assessed that this will balance out and these garden habitats will 

be retained long term.  

 

2.8. Mixed Native Scrub. 

 

2.8.1. An area of 0.01ha of mixed native scrub will be planted. To help achieve a 

moderate condition, six woody species will be planted. These will be 30% hazel 

(Corylus avellana), 20% hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), 20% blackthorn (Prunus 

spinosa), 10% goat willow (Salix caprea), 10% holly (Ilex aquifolium) and 10% 

guelder rose (Viburnum opulus).  

 

2.8.2. This habitat will be planted between mid-November and mid-March. Once 

planted, to allow the small plants to survive and establish, shelter guards will be 

installed around each plant and the ground below will be mulched to prevent other 

non-desirable species from growing and taking the nutrients needed by the scrub 

species to thrive.  
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2.8.3. Annual monitoring visits of this habitat will be carried out. Any damaged 

shelter guards will be replaced. Any dead plants will be removed and replaced by a 

new plant of the same species. Any undesirable or invasive species will be removed 

using the appropriate methods.  

 

2.8.4. Every five years, an assessment of the percentage cover of each species will be 

carried out and if any one species is assessed to be reaching 75% cover or if any 

species is less than 5% cover then a plan will be put in place to rectify this.  

 

2.9. Modified Grassland. 

 

2.9.1. An area of 0.14ha of modified grassland will be retained and enhanced across 

the bottom of the site. This will be enhanced using Emorsgate EM8 Meadow mixture 

for wetlands. This contains 20% wild flower seeds as listed below. 

 

 

 

2.9.2. The ground will be scarified and dressed and during the first year after sowing, 

it is not anticipated that this habitat will flower. Any perennial weeds that grow will 

be dug out by hand.  

 

2.9.3. Annual monitoring visits of this habitat will be carried out. Any undesirable 

species growing in this habitat such as perennial weeds, scrub species, invasive 

species or bracken will be dug out by hand. Any damage to the habitat or areas of 

bare ground will be put right and these localised areas will be re-seeded.  
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2.9.4. After five years, a monitoring survey will be carried out during July when the 

grassland is in flower so that a full assessment of the success of this habitat can be 

carried out.  

 

******************** 
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3. RESPONSIBILITY. 

 

 

3.1. It will be the responsibility of the management company to ensure that the BEMP 

is adhered to. The management company will commission Whitcher Wildlife Ltd to 

undertake the annual monitoring visits and will be responsible for the funding of these 

monitoring surveys unless otherwise agreed. Whitcher Wildlife Ltd will assess the 

condition of the habitats and note any damage or failures of the developing habitats. 

The findings will be provided to the management company in a report along with 

recommendations of how to rectify any issues identified.   

 

3.2. the management company will be contracted to ensure that the maintenance of 

the habitats in line with this BEMP is adhered to. The annual monitoring reports will 

be issued to the management company and it will be their responsibility to implement 

the recommendations of the report. The residents of the new development will be 

legally responsible for paying maintenance fees directly to the management company. 

This will be included in the deeds of the properties. 

 

3.3. The management company will also issue a copy of the annual monitoring reports 

to the LPA. 

 

******************** 
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